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Online And In Control
(NAPSA)—If you’re looking for

tools to help you manage your
finances, it may be worthwhile to
consider some of the free online ser­
vices offered by most banks and
credit unions. Here are just a few:
• Online Banking—With

24/7 account access, you’ll have
the most up­to­date information
online. You can keep an eye out for
any suspicious activities and
respond in a timely manner.

• Online Bill Pay—With
online bill pay, you’re in complete
control of whom you pay, how
much and when. You can pay any­
one in minutes, including small
merchants such as your lawn care
provider or babysitter.

• Alerts and Reminders—
Set up alerts to notify you of
account activities, including low­
balances. Bill reminders can help
you pay bills on time to avoid late
fees.

• eBills—You can receive
many bills electronically and
make online bill pay from your
bank or credit union Web site,
your one­stop shop for bill man­
agement. You’ll have only one Web
site to visit and one password to
remember.
Learn more about how online

tools can help you manage your
finances at www.ebillplace.com/
onlinetools.

Tools for managing your finances
may be at your fingertips.

(NAPSA)—As the No. 1 nui­
sance pest in the United States,
ants often become a problem in
the warmer weather, as they move
indoors in search of food.
But homeowners can take

proactive steps now to help pre­
vent a major infestation later.
With more than 700 species in

the U.S., it’s not surprising that
ants are a very common home
invader. According to the National
Pest Management Association
(NPMA), one of the most destruc­
tive species is the carpenter ant,
which tunnels through wood to
build its nest. These insects,
which are found nationwide, tun­
nel through decaying wood before
attacking undamaged wood. A car­
penter ant infestation can cause
severe property damage, which is
usually not covered by homeown­
ers’ insurance.
Fire ants are a species found in

the southern U.S., usually in land­
scaped areas, garages and near
structural foundations. When
their moundlike nests are dis­
turbed, fire ants attack with a
painful sting.
The most common home­invad­

ing species include odorous and
nonodorous house ants and pave­
ment ants. These ants will eat
almost anything including fruit,
meat and cheese, and can conta­
minate food sources that they
infest.
“Most people don’t realize that

ant infestations can pose serious
risks,” says Missy Henriksen, vice
president of public affairs for
NPMA. “From costly property
damage to food contamination,
ants jeopardize a person’s health
and safety. Homeowners must pay
close attention to signs of a poten­
tial infestation and take action if
ants are found.”
NPMA recommends that home­

owners follow these tips to avoid
ant infestations:
•Keep food in sealed containers

and dispose of garbage regularly.
•Keep pet food and water dishes

clean and remove any spilled food.
•Keep tree branches cut back

from the house.
•Seal cracks and holes around

a home.
•Do not store firewood and build­

ing materials next to your home.
• If you see signs of an ant

infestation in your home, contact
a licensed pest professional
promptly.
For more information on ants,

or to find a local pest professional,
visit www.pestworld.org.
The NPMA, a nonprofit organi­

zation with more than 7,000 mem­
bers, was established in 1933 to sup­
port the pest management industry’s
commitment to the protection of
public health, food and property.

WeatherWarms and Ants Venture Indoors

Taking proactive steps to dis­
courage ants now can help
homeowners avoid a major infes­
tation later on.

(NAPSA)—When some people
find something that’s as easy on
the eye as it’s easy on the environ­
ment and the wallet, they just
walk all over it. And that’s a good
thing when it’s a pavement that’s
an improvement.
A pavement that meets those

requirements is permeable inter­
locking concrete pavements
(PICPs). These look like popular
concrete paving stones but have a
small space between them.
This space is filled with small

stones that allow runoff to filter
down and into the soil, reducing
stormwater runoff and pollution.
In snowy weather, they can reduce
icy buildup.
The melting snow just drains

into the spaces between the
pavers so it doesn’t have a chance
to refreeze into ice.
The pavers are available in

many shapes, sizes, textures and
colors for various uses.
A light, reflective color, for

instance, can reduce the “heat
island” effect created by ordinary
asphalt pavements.

The paving stones are strong
and durable because they’re made
the same way as concrete paving
stones are. This durability means
homeowners can enjoy their
beauty for a lifetime.
Other easy low­cost and no­cost

landscaping tips to protect the
environment include:
• Plant trees to act as wind

blockers or to shade you from the
worst of the sun.
• Plant climbing vines on

arbors to help lower cooling costs
in the summer.
• Cut down on grass acreage.

The less grass you have, the less
you have to water.
• Choose native plants that are

well adapted to your environment
and will require less care.
• Mulch: Mulching saves water

and makes it easier to weed.
Learn More
Homeowners, design profession­

als and contractors can learn more
from the Interlocking Concrete
Pavement Institute and find ICPI­
certified installers at www.icpi.org
or by calling (703) 657­6900.

A BeautifulWayTo ImproveYour Environment

For an environmentally friendly solution for your walk or driveway,
consider visually pleasing permeable interlocking concrete pavement.

(NAPSA)—Age­related macu­
lar degeneration (AMD) is a
chronic condition that causes
central vision loss, affects mil­
lions of Americans and is the
leading cause of blindness in
adults 60 and older. Learn about
ways to manage AMD at
www.amda wareness.org/asrs/.

** ** **
Menveo, a new vaccine from

Novartis Vaccines, was recently
approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration to protect
individuals 11 to 55 years of age
against invasive meningococcal
disease, a leading cause of bacter­
ial meningitis. For more informa­
tion about meningococcal disease,
visit www.meningitis.com.

** ** **
With more than 2,900 new med­

ical compounds in the development
pipeline, millions of people have
great reason to hope. Continued
progress, however, can be realized

only if policymakers support the
critical work innovators do. For
information on new medicines,
visit www.PhRMA.org.

** ** **
According to Medical Group

Manag emen t As s o c i a t i o n
(MGMA), the nonprofit associa­
tion whose 22,000 members man­
age organizations in which
275,000 doctors practice, 43 per­
cent of medical residents prefer a
group practice.

***
Melodious is the closed mouth.

—Irish Proverb
***

***
The person bringing good news
knocks boldly on the door.

—Irish Proverb
***

***
There’s nothing so bad that it
couldn’t be worse.

—Irish Proverb
***

***
Biology is the least of what
makes someone a mother.

—Oprah Winfrey
***

***
Bringing a child into the world
is the greatest act of hope there
is.

—Louise Hart
***

The first animated movie to receive an Academy Award nomination
for Best Picture was “Beauty and the Beast” in 1991. It lost to “The
Silence of the Lambs.”

     
       

     
         

     
           

   
         

       
     
   

     
         

       
       

       
       

       
       

     
 

     
     
 

     
       
     

       
         
 

       
 

       
       

 

         
     

 

         
     

 

         
           

 

                 
                         

     

Save Time And Money Controlling Crabgrass
 
(NAPSA)—Crabgrass is one of 

the most common lawn weeds and 
it causes the most headaches for 
homeowners. 
“Crabgrass can turn a lush, 

green lawn into a neighborhood 
eyesore,” says Lance Walheim, 
Bayer Advanced™ Lawn Care 
Expert and co­author of “Lawn 
Care for Dummies.” “This weed is 
on a mission to make your lawn 
look ugly. Just one crabgrass weed 
can produce more than 150,000 
seeds that can spread.” 
Full, hot sun makes crabgrass 

thrive. It chokes out the good 
grass and forms large depressions 
in your lawn. When left uncon­
trolled, clumps of crabgrass can 
grow together into larger clumps 
that are even harder to control. 
“You can’t expect a 100­percent 

weed­free lawn,” Walheim adds. 
“But you can have the best lawn 
in your neighborhood without 
spending a lot of time or money.” 
Money­ and Time­Saving Tips
 
To Control Crabgrass and
 

Other Weeds:
 
• Preventive measures: Set 

your mower’s wheel height based 
on the type of grass you have. That 
will encourage a lush, thick lawn 
that is more resistant to crabgrass. 
Water deeply (6­8 inches) when 
your lawn looks thirsty, or based on 
local water department recommen­
dations. Fertilize based on the type 
of grass you have so that the good 
turf chokes out the bad weeds. 
• Multitask: Save time by 

keeping an eye out for crabgrass 
while you mow your yard. If you 
find a few, young plants, they’re 
easily pulled by hand. 
• Save money while treat­

ing for all weeds: Many weed 

Crabgrass chokes out the good 
grass and forms large depres­
sions in the lawn. 

killers only kill one type of weed— 
either grassy or broadleaf. Instead 
of spending money on two prod­
ucts, Bayer Advanced All­in­One 
Lawn Weed & Crabgrass Killer 
Ready­To­Spray is an economical 
solution for treating both types of 
problem weeds. It kills over 200 
types of common broadleaf weeds 
like dandelions and clover plus 
grassy weeds like crabgrass in one 
application. It features an easy­to­
use water­saving applicator. Just 
hook to your garden hose and 
spray. Always read and follow all 
label directions. 
• Share your knowledge to 

benefit your neighborhood: 
Weeds can spread from your 
neighbor’s yard to your lawn. Be 
sure to share the secrets of your 
success with your neighbors. If 
everyone’s lawn looks great, that 
helps increase the curb appeal of 
your neighborhood and helps your 
home value. That helps put even 
more money in your pocket. 
For more lawn­care informa­

tion and how­to videos, visit 
BayerAdvanced.com or cal l 
(877) BAYERAG. 




