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(NAPSA)—Color is making a
major comeback in home decor.
Homeowners are moving away
from grays and beiges and gravi-
tating toward bold, bright and
bodacious shades for their redeco-
rating projects.
Color experts say homeowners

are placing renewed emphasis on
personal expressions when choos-
ing the look to define their living
space.

Savvy Homeowners
Leading the Way

Today’s homeowners are in-
creasingly savvy when it comes to
identifying trends in home redeco-
rating. Immediately picking up on
the aesthetics around them—from
the coffee shop to the airport and
everywhere in between— individ-
uals are willing to experiment
with multiple colors to define
their personal flair.
According to color expert Dee

Schlotter, many people now use
their homes as labs for new looks
and technologies. Since paint color
is one of the easiest things to
change, when something new
strikes their fancy, they’re willing
to give it a shot. “We keep what
works and start over when it does-
n’t. But always, the search is on
for what’s real and honest,” added
Schlotter.
A perfectly tailored color mix

lets homeowners express their
emotions and feelings through the
space around them. Schlotter
explained, “There’s no better way
to express yourself than with the
transformative power of color in
your home.”

Tips to Remember When
Working with Bold Color
Homeowners should under-

stand the subtle nuances of paint-
ing with bold colors and consider

the following tips when getting
started:
• Ultra matte paint is a

great finish to show off color. The
more shine, the more imperfec-
tions you can see.
• Don’t hold a paint chip in

front of a white wall, since bold
colors will appear darker or more
intense on the wall than they do
on a small chip.
• Test first. Use a large test

sheet and a “time test”—view your
color in all light: morning, noon
and night. Live with it for a few
days to make sure you love it.
• If you are going to go

bold, then really go for it. There’s
no such thing as a pale red.

Learn More
To find your color personality,

try the online color tools at PPG
Pittsburgh Paints’ The Voice of
Color website, www.voiceofcolor.
com.

Bold Is Back, Showcasing Personal Style

Homeowners today want colors
that stand out and define who
they are—lipstick red, aqua,
poetic blue—instead of quietly
blending into a space.

Combat Rising Energy
CostsWith BetterWindows
(NAPSA)—You may be able to

cut your energy costs with the help
of high-performance windows.
The average cost of energy

used to heat and cool homes rose
more than 33 percent in the last
decade, according to data from
the U.S. Energy Information
Administration.

Fortunately, homeowners can
find relief today by upgrading
their windows. ENERGY STAR–rated
windows are a good starting point.
They can currently save home-
owners an average of $320 annu-
ally when replacing single-pane
windows.
High-performance windows

offer even greater energy savings
potential—up to 40 percent more
than minimum ENERGY STAR win-
dows. To maximize savings, look
for high-performance models
labeled as Envirosealed Windows
and Doors with Duralite. These
windows feature nonmetal spacers
that provide the best insulation
and greatest effect on energy bills.
The savings don’t stop there.

This year, homeowners can save
up to $200 on their taxes by
installing qualified windows.
For more information, visit

www.EnvirosealedWindows.com.

High-performance windows can
greatly reduce home energy bills.

(NAPSA)—A trouble-free sea-
son of lawn care begins with a
lawn mower that’s easy to start
and keeps on running. The key to
making that happen may be as
simple as doing a mower tune-up.

Why Tune Up?
According to the engine experts

at Briggs & Stratton Corporation,
a tune-up:
• Helps a lawn mower start

more easily and run smoother;
• Can extend mower life be-

cause of proper maintenance;
• Reduces eng ine emis -

sions, which is easier on the
environment;
• Delivers a small savings in

the amount of gasoline used over
the course of a season.

It’s Easy to Tune Up
There are just four simple

steps to complete a lawn mower
tune-up: Change the oil, air filter
and spark plug, and add fuel
preservative to the gas tank to
keep the gasoline fresh longer.
Gasoline goes stale in as little as
30 days and stale gas is one of the
top reasons for poor starting.
Riding mowers may also re-

quire changing the oil and fuel fil-
ters, which should take only a few
additional minutes.

Help Tuning Up
Briggs & Stratton has tune-up

kits with everything needed for a
lawn mower engine tune-up,
including exactly the right
amount of oil, a new spark plug,
air filter and fuel preservative.
The kits are at dealers, home
improvement stores and online at
www.mowertuneup.com. A lawn
mower tune-up is something just
about anyone can do—and it does
a lot for the environment.

After Tuning Up
Participating dealers also have

an environmentally correct way to
dispose of the used mower engine
oil for free. It’s important to dis-
pose of oil properly because a sin-
gle quart of oil poured down a
storm drain can contaminate a
million gallons of water, according
to the Environmental Protection
Agency. If poured on the ground,
oil contaminates the environment
and eventually enters the ground-
water as a pollutant.
Find a participating dealer at

www.recyclemoweroil.com, then
drop off the used lawn mower oil
in any closed container. The site
also offers a useful “how to” video
on oil changing.

KeepYour Lawn Mower Running Right

Yearly maintenance can make a
big difference in how well your
lawn mower operates and how
long it will ultimately last.

(NAPSA)—In his new book,
“Help! There’s a Toddler in the
House!,” Boys Town’s Dr. Thomas
Reimers provides parenting strate-
gies to correct and cope with most
of the common behavior problems
of 2- to 6-year-olds. You can visit
www. boystown.org/toddler for tips.

* * *
With a little effort, it’s possible

to re-create red carpet hairstyles
anytime you want. Celebrity stylist
Jenny Cho says start with a styling
line that works as well as top salon
brands, such as the new styling line
from Suave Professionals. For more
tips, visit www.facebook.com/ suave
beauty.

* * *
Families come to Easter Seals for

therapy when a child is diagnosed
with developmental disabilities. To
fund such programs, the organiza-
tion gets donations from sponsors
such as Safeway, but federal and
state funding is also needed. For
more information, visit www.Make
theFirstFiveCount.org.

(NAPSA)—Dressing up your
home with eco-conscious style is
now easier than ever.
To help, here are five simple

tips from Linda Woodrum,
designer of this year ’s HGTV
Green Home. Woodrum’s tips com-
bine the practical with aesthetic
appeal by providing advice for
energy efficiency as well as fash-
ionable charm.

1. Warm welcome—Make
sure your exterior relates to the
interior for a welcoming feel. For
example, the yellow front door on
the modern, contemporary HGTV
Green Home 2011 is a surprise,
but the bright door is a clue to
what is happening inside.

2. Capture a color—It’s
important to pick a color palette
and stay true to it. In this year’s
HGTV Green Home, yellow is
used prominently. It is easy to re-
create the look with low-VOC
paint and environmentally
friendly fabrics.

3. Create an ambience—
Keep it clean and natural with
organic and recycled materials.
Pole pine paneling in the master
bedroom gives a contemporary
look while using wood that is
indigenous to the area.

4. Recycle, refurbish, repur-
pose—Green decorating is about
using everyday items in unex-
pected ways. For example, the
carpeting in the home is recycled
and recyclable and a chair made
from an old radiator is a unique
showpiece.

5. Use durable materials—
High-traffic areas are subject to a
lot of wear and tear. The “do
room” in the home is a multipur-
pose room for crafts, laundry,
homework and home office that

features stylish yet practical and
easily replaceable carpet tiles.
The fourth annual HGTV Green

Home Giveaway is open for entries
through June 2, 2011, at 5 p.m. ET.
One randomly selected winner can
look forward to living in a modern
prairie-style, single-family home
located in the Stapleton commu-
nity of Denver, Colorado, an eco-
progressive community on the site
of the city’s former airport. The
2,400-square-foot, custom-built
home—with open spaces that flow
together to create an interactive
environment—is part of a grand-
prize package that includes
$100,000 and a 2011 GMC®

Terrain®.
Fans may enter once per day

on HGTV.com as well as once per
day on HGTV’s FrontDoor.com, or
as often as they wish by regular
mail.
Online users can take a 360-

degree tour of this year’s HGTV
Green Home at www.HGTV.com/
greenhome and visit Facebook.
com/HGTV or follow Twitter.
com/HGTV for up-to-the-minute
details on the giveaway.

Green Home Hints And Giveaways

This Platinum LEED-certified
custom-built home—complete
with a multipurpose “do room”—
is this year’s prize in the HGTV
Green Home Giveaway.

(NAPSA)—Allergies no longer
have to prevent pet ownership. By
taking a few simple precautionary
steps, it is possible to comfortably
live with both pets and allergies.
Here are a few helpful tips:

• Shut the door. Keep cats or
dogs from your bedroom—and not
just when you are sleeping. If you
keep the door closed, it will pre-
vent cat or dog hair from drifting
in during the day. This also
applies to a guest room if you hap-
pen to be hosting a guest with
allergies.

• Keep pets off the furni-
ture. You can do this by placing a
plastic cover on the furniture or
by placing pieces of aluminum foil
on areas where pets settle. They
find the noise disturbing. Or you
can try orange peel; cats dislike
the smell.

• Ditch the carpets. Pet hair
tends to stick to carpets, espe-
cially soft, shaggy carpet. Try area
rugs on tile or wood floors. They
are convenient because they are
portable and usually machine
washable.

• Bathe pets. Use an allergen-
reducing shampoo. Clean dogs at
least twice a week.

• Clean the air. Remove irri-
tants with an air cleaner that has
a HEPA filter.

• Vacuum and dust fre-
quently. Use a vacuum designed
especially for pet owners. These
include features such as an odor-
absorbing filter and powerful suc-
tion for pet hair, while still cap-
turing and retaining the dust and
dirt that can trigger allergies and
asthma.
The recently introduced Cat &

Dog vacuum, by the creators of
the first HEPA-certified vacuum

cleaner, is built with a sealed
system designed to prevent dirt,
dust and allergens from escaping
back into the air. Floor care inno-
vator Miele engineered the
upright model specifically for cat
and dog owners to deliver the
powerful suction and airflow nec-
essary to remove stubborn pet
hair. Plus, it’s so quiet it won’t
disturb your pet’s mid-afternoon
nap!
The vacuum’s versatile brush

roller automatically adjusts
when transitioning from hard-
wood to high-pile carpet. This
feature ensures proper airflow to
remove pet hair in one pass.
SwivelNeck technology allows
the entire brush roller to limbo
under chairs and tables and to
dance around lamps and other
objects, including pets.
For more information about

Miele, visit www.mieleusa.com or
call (800) 843-7231.

LivingWithYour PetWithout Unleashing Allergies

Vacuums designed specifically
for pet owners are making it eas-
ier to rid your home of dander
and other allergens.




