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(NAPSA)—Many believe con-
tainer gardening is the new way
to grow: It’s a fun, easy way to add
color and bold seasonal interest to
any size garden. Planting flowers
and tropical plants in containers
every year can become costly, but
it’s easy to minimize the expense
by mixing in some shrubs.

Every garden can benefit from
the more permanent, year-round
beauty of flowering shrubs in con-
tainers. It’s easy and rewarding to
do, as long as the gardener follows
a few simple guidelines.

It Starts With Location
Choosing a location for a potted

shrub is the first step, as this will
dictate what you can grow. Loca-
tions with easy access to water and
out of the path of high winds are
best, and some sun is imperative
for shrubs. Roses, butterfly bush
and lilac need at least six hours of
uninterrupted sunlight daily;
hydrangeas, azaleas and weigela
will benefit from some shade dur-
ing the hottest part of the day,
especially in warm climates.

Choose Carefully
Your local garden center is the

best place to shop for plants. To
help narrow your choices, consider
how tall you’d like your shrub to
be and what you’d like it to con-
tribute to your garden. Low-grow-
ing shrubs, such as OSO Easy
roses and Lo & Behold butterfly
bushes, offer vivid color at eye
level, while taller shrubs like Fine
Line buckthorn and Black Lace
elderberry add dramatic height
and create privacy.

To make sure your new shrub
will survive the winter in your
area, choose a variety that toler-
ates temperatures at least one
zone colder than the zone you live
in (visit provenwinners.com to
find your hardiness zone).

The container you choose must
be large enough to accommodate
your shrub. Look for sturdy pots
that are at least 18” across and
16” tall to allow enough room for
the plant to grow; larger is prefer-
able. The container must have
several open drainage holes in the
bottom. Since your potted shrub
will remain outdoors year-round,
look for frostproof or weather-
proof containers if you live in a
cold climate.

Potting Tips
Fill your container with potting

soil. Do not use garden soil or top
soil, which may hinder drainage.
Avoid putting anything in the bot-
tom of the pot to take up space, as
the weight of soil creates stability
and the shrub’s roots will need the
room.

Fill the pot to within 2” of the
top, tamping soil down gently to
prevent settling later. Make a well
in the center of the pot to accom-
modate the new plant. Remove
the shrub from its pot (rap on its
sides to dislodge it), gently untan-
gle any visible root, and place it in
the hole.

Add or remove a bit of soil until
the plant sits at the same level in
the new pot as it was in its origi-

nal container. Rotate the plant a
few times to make sure that its
best side faces outward. To finish,
gently push the soil around the
root-ball, eliminating air pockets
and making sure the entire root
mass is surrounded. Water imme-
diately and thoroughly.

Water Is Key
Water is the most important

factor in caring for your potted
shrub. The soil may dry out
quickly, especially during periods
of hot weather.

Check it frequently and water
when necessary, ideally in the
mornings. Winter won’t be a
problem if you’ve selected a
hardy plant and weatherproof
container, but the plant may
need a drink during winter
warm spells when the potting
soil is not frozen. Come spring,
apply a granular fertilizer for-
mulated for woody plants and
incorporate it into the top few
inches of soil.

The shrub will thrive for sev-
eral seasons in its pot; you’ll know
it’s time to transplant into the
ground when growth becomes less
vigorous and it becomes difficult
to keep it well watered.

For a complete selection of col-
orful hardy shrubs and tips on
care and container design, visit
www.provenwinners.com.

Flowering Shrubs In Containers Can Bring Easy Elegance To A Garden

Whether you mix them with annu-
als and perennials or use them
on their own, adding shrubs to
your container garden makes
good sense.

Shrubs can bring a sophisticated
touch to your container garden.

(NAPSA)—Small businesses are
the backbone of the American econ-
omy and Americans are doing what
they can to support them—from
participating in Small Business
Saturday to shopping at online
stores that support their growth.

One such online resource was
created to help small and minor-
ity-owned businesses across the
U.S. reach as many potential cus-
tomers as possible.

The Main Street Revolution
initiative, which recently cele-
brated its second anniversary, pro-
vides a national marketing and
distribution channel for small
businesses so they can sell their
products on Overstock.com and
O.biz (the site’s business-to-busi-
ness website). The products are
consolidated into a “Main Street”
store on the company’s website.

The initiative is designed to
increase the visibility of small and
minority-owned businesses that
currently lack exposure to na-
tional markets.

The initiative currently has over
200 vendors, providing consumers
with a new way to shop locally, with
one location to visit in order to find
quality and affordable products
“Made in the U.S.A.” By joining the
network, these small businesses
can reduce their costs yet open their
products to a mass audience. It also
represents an opportunity for pro-
ducers and consumers nationwide
to participate and contribute to the
national recovery effort.

The initiative works closely
with local chambers of commerce
and small-business administra-
tions across the country to connect
with local businesses.

This approach has worked for
Jiti Pillows. The company sells a
wide selection of elegant, artistic,
organically designed, decorative
pillows and bedding with lumi-
nous colors that stimulate the
imagination.

The two owners, along with
two artisans, painstakingly sew
these great creations by hand in
their Los Angeles studio. Having
been with Main Street Revolution
since inception, their product
count has grown 127 percent com-
pared to last year, to a total of 307
on-site.

The big draw for homegrown,
small businesses like Jiti is that
the initiative allows them to lower
their marketing and supply chain
costs and offers them national visi-
bility for local and specialty goods.
Numerous partners have had to
quit their regular day jobs just to
keep up with the many orders they
receive. At a time when small
businesses are still feeling the
sting of the recession, the company
model empowers small businesses
to thrive and keep the spirit of
entrepreneurship alive.

Spot To Shop For Bargains
Overstock.com is a technology-

based retail company offering cus-
tomers a wide variety of high-
quality products at great value,
with superior customer service.
The company provides its cus-
tomers with the opportunity to
shop for bargains by offering sup-
pliers an alternative inventory
distribution channel.

Supporting America’s Small Businesses

A new initiative helps small busi-
nesses lower costs while in-
creasing national visibility.

(NAPSA)—Organizations are
redesigning workspaces to encour-
age creativity and collaboration,
according to expert panelists at
the recent “Future of Work” webi-
nar presented by Apollo Research
Institute. To access the webinar or
read the report by the Institute
for the Future for Apollo Research
Institute, visit http://apollo
researchinstitute.org.

* * *
You can use 75 percent less

wattage than incandescent pool
lights with white Pentair IntelliB-
rite LEDs, and save up to $1,500 a
year by switching from a single-
speed pump to an IntelliFlo vari-
able-speed pump, part of the Eco
Select family (www.pentairpool.
com/calculators).

* * *
The latest installment of one of

the most successful series in coun-
try music history is now available.
NOW That’s What I Call Country

Vol. 5 includes 18 hits on one
album for a great price! To learn
more, visit www.nowthatsmusic.
com or www.facebook.com/now
thatscountry.

* * *
There are products made to

treat men’s specific skin care
needs. Kiehl’s Since 1851 offers
men Sky Flyin’ Foaming Multi-
Gel foaming cleanser and shave
gel, Facial Fuel UV Guard SPF
50+ and Facial Fuel “No-Shine”
Hydrator. Learn more at www.
Kiehls.com/ Facial-Fuel.

The large canvases Jackson Pol-
lock used for his Abstract
Expressionist action paintings
were usually laid flat on the floor
while he painted. Pollock was a
chain smoker and would fre-
quently paint with a cigarette
hanging from his lips. This led to
the incorporation of cigarette
ashes into the surface of some
of his works.

***
What a delightful thing is the conversation of specialists! One
understands absolutely nothing and it’s charming.

—Edgar Degas
***

***
Only if we can restrain ourselves is good conversation possible.
Good talk rises upon much discipline.

—John Erskine
***

***
Anecdotes and maxims are rich treasures to the man of the world,
for he knows how to introduce the former at fit place in conver-
sation.

—Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
***

***
There are many who talk on from ignorance rather than from
knowledge, and who find the former an inexhaustible fund of con-
versation.

—William Hazlitt
***

***
Wit is the salt of conversation, not the food.

—William Hazlitt
***

***
Clever people are always the best conversations lexicon.

—Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
***

***
The true spirit of conversation consists in building on another
man’s observation, not overturning it.

—Edward Bulwer-Lytton
***

***
I do not say a proverb is amiss when aptly and reasonably applied,
but to be forever discharging them, right or wrong, hit or miss,
renders conversation insipid and vulgar.

—Miguel de Cervantes
***

African elephants have only four
teeth with which to chew their food.




