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(NAPSA)—Old cars don’t die,
they just get resold. If you’re buy-
ing a used car, whether from a
dealer or someone who put an ad
in the paper, you’ll want to know
as much about it as you can. Even
without anyone trying to deceive
you, the vehicle may have prob-
lems you can’t see from a simple
visual inspection or even a short
test drive.

A vehicle history report pre-
pared by a third party is one way
to know what you’re getting. Com-
bining information from state
DMVs and RMVs as well as police
reports and other sources, a vehi-
cle history report can give you a
comprehensive overview of where
the car’s been.

Here are some things to look
for—or look out for—when you
get a report on a vehicle. None of
these things is necessarily a rea-
son not to buy a car, but you
shouldn’t make a decision with-
out asking about anything you
see on a vehicle history:

• Many owners. The more
garages a car’s been in, the less
likely it’s been lovingly cared for
all its life. Not everyone is as
assiduous about car care as you
are. Rental cars and former taxis,
for example, will often have
undergone a lot of abuse, although
they tend to be quite inexpensive.

• Location, location, location.
Some parts of the country are more
car-friendly than others. Winter
storms (with their accompanying
salted roads) can be rough on cars,
as obviously can floods, excessive
heat or even sea air. Cars that
have been where these are com-
mon may have hidden damage.

• Name and description. Be
sure the car in the report is the
same as the car you’re looking at.

Carefully reviewing the vehicle
description is one way to avoid var-
ious types of vehicle fraud, like
VIN cloning. A cloned vehicle
involves using a vehicle identifica-
tion number (VIN) from a legally
owned, non-stolen vehicle to mask
the identity of a similar make/
model stolen vehicle. CARFAX
reports include detailed descrip-
tions of the vehicle, so you can
make sure the car you’re reading
about is the same as the one you’re
looking at.

• Suspicious markings. Keep
an eye out for records of body
work that might indicate a prior
unreported incident.

Vehicle history reports from
CARFAX are the most comprehen-
sive available. The company’s
database contains more than four
billion records from thousands of
public and private sources, includ-
ing all Departments of Motor
Vehicles (DMVs) in the United
States and Canada and thousands
of vehicle inspection stations, auto
auctions, fleet management and
rental agencies, automobile manu-
facturers, and fire and police
departments.

Learn more at www.carfax.com.

How To Read A Vehicle History Report

A comprehensive vehicle history
report can help you get the most
for your used car dollar.

Making Short Work of
Shrubs and Bushes 
(NAPSA)—The wintry weather

has come and gone and your
bushes are waiting patiently for
the chance to take over the yard,
block sunlight and spoil what was
a great view. 

The Remington Axcess Trim-
mer is the ultimate weapon for
those rowdy hedges. This powerful
trimming tool features an extend-
able-reach pole with a pivoting
head that lets you tackle low
shrubs, high hedges, unruly

ground cover and prune small tree
branches and suckers. When trim-
ming high hedges, you can forget
the frustration of climbing up and
down and balancing on the ladder
with a trimmer in hand. 

The Axcess Trimmer uses a
powerful 3.0-amp motor capable of
4,000 strokes per minute, packing
enough power for trimming seri-
ous shrubbery. The telescoping
pole reaches 10 feet high and the
17”, dual-action cutting head piv-
ots 90 degrees in either direction.

“Great-looking hedges take
time, but not as much time as peo-
ple think,” says Remington Prod-
uct Manager Bill Wetzel. “We’ve
combined all these features in one
tool so you can improve your
yard’s appearance in less time
than mowing the lawn.”

To learn more, visit www.
desaint.com/specialty.htm.

A new trimmer with a telescoping
pole makes it possible to give a
hedge a flat top even if it’s sev-
eral feet taller than you are.

(NAPSA)—The Home Doctor
offers answers to all your building
questions.

Q. I will soon be remodeling the
exterior of my home and like the
look of wood shake siding, yet
don’t want to spend the required
time or money on maintaining the
shakes. Can I still achieve this
look without the hassle?

A. Many homeowners find
themselves in similar situations.
Cedar shakes may be appealing at
first, but the work that goes into
maintaining them can tarnish
their appeal over time. Fortu-
nately, it’s possible to achieve a
wood-shake look with alternative
low-maintenance materials. 

One of my favorite options is
the Cedar Impressions® line of
polymer siding by CertainTeed.
The siding is molded from real
cedar to simulate authentic tex-
ture and size. And, unlike real

cedar shingles that eventually
break down and need repair, this
advanced polymer siding can
withstand years of exposure to the
elements. I encourage you to talk
with your local contractor about
alternative cedar-style siding, as
the resemblance to the real thing
is truly striking.

The other good news about
modern materials is they can cost
as much as 40 percent less to
install and maintain over 20 years
as compared to wood shingles. Re-
siding a home is a large invest-
ment, and vinyl, polymer and
fiber cement siding are smart,
low-maintenance options for
homeowners interested in pre-
serving traditional curb appeal for
their homes over the long haul. 

For more information on siding
systems or Cedar Impressions
cedar-style siding, visit www.cer
tainteed.com or call (800) 782-8777.

The Home Doctor Will See You Now

A new line of polymer siding is molded from real cedar to simulate
authentic texture and size.

by Joanne Liebeler
(NAPSA)—Pity your poor

floors. They’re trod upon, stomped
on and usually neglected. A clean,
glossy floor can actually improve
the appearance of an entire room.
Fortunately, maintaining and
revitalizing your floors doesn’t
have to be a monumental task for
time-starved homeowners. Here
are some tips to keep your floors
looking great: 

Hardwood Floors
According to the Hardwood

Information Center, hardwood
flooring can add as much as
$10,000 to the resale value of a
home—so it pays to take care of
hardwood flooring. You can do
that by using a little common
sense around the house. 

Try not to wear high heels or
boots on your hardwood floors and
be sure to clean up spills as soon
as they happen. If you have hard-
wood in the kitchen, it’s a good
idea to keep area rugs in front of
the sink and other areas where
the floors tend to get wet.

To care for hardwood floors, use
a product such as the Orange Glo
Hardwood Floor Care System. The
Orange Glo system cleans, shines
and protects against scratches,
wear and tear on your hardwood
floors. The Cleaner cleans floors
without leaving a residue, while
the Refinisher restores shine and
leaves a protective coat. 

Other Hard Surface Floors
Laminate flooring has been

growing in popularity and more
than 70 percent of Americans
have at least some vinyl flooring
in their homes. If you’re like most
people, you have a number of dif-

ferent hard flooring surfaces in
your house. 

For these types of floors, it is
important to keep them clean, but
you can also add a protective
shine to boost their appearance. A
product like Orange Glo’s Lami-
nate, Vinyl & Linoleum Revita-
Shine adds a protective shine
layer to dull floors.

Regardless of how you care for
your floors, keep one final point in
mind: Floors are often the focal
point of a room, yet they take the
most abuse. Your floors deserve
better and treating them well
could pay off in a number of ways.

For more information, visit
www.cleanshineprotect.com.

For 15 years, Ms. Liebeler has
shown do-it-yourselfers how to fix,
design and improve their homes
through television shows such as
TLC’s “Home Savvy” and PBS’
“Hometime.” She’s built a reputa-
tion as a hands-on, do-it-yourself
host. 

Floor Care 101

Home improvement expert
Joanne Liebeler says there are
some quick ways to revitalize the
floors in a home. 

(NAPSA)—In 1985, sport util-
ity vehicles (SUVs) accounted for
only 2 percent of new vehicle
sales.  But by 2001, one in four
new vehicles purchased was an
SUV, according to The SUV Info
Link Web site. With the preva-
lence of these large, gas-guzzling
vehicles on the road today, more
consumers are looking for ways to
save money at the pump. 

One quick and low-cost way
for drivers to help improve their
gas mileage by as much as 10
percent, based on U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy calculations, is to
simply change their vehicle’s
dirty air filter. 

“To help protect your engine
and keep it running at its best, it
is important to properly service
your vehicle’s air filter,” advised
Susan Groom, leader of product
engineering at FRAM. “Over time,
the air filter becomes clogged with
dirt and debris. This can restrict
airflow to the engine, resulting in
decreased performance and lower
fuel efficiency.”

SUVs and trucks are generally
driven harder than passenger
cars, and strenuous tasks such as
driving in dirty or dusty road con-
ditions, idling in stop-and-go traf-
fic, and towing heavy loads can
have an adverse impact on their
engines. For this reason, AAA rec-
ommends checking your vehicle’s
air filter at least twice a year, and
more often in dusty conditions.

Motorists can provide their
SUV or truck with the ultimate
engine protection by installing a

premium-brand air filter devel-
oped specifically for their vehicle,
such as the FRAM® Tough
Guard® Premium Air Filter. Cre-
ated to meet the tough driving
conditions trucks and SUVs often
encounter, this advanced filter
boasts performance features such
as a premium pre-oiled media
that is designed for increased
dirt-holding capacity. The oil
helps attract and capture
smaller dirt and dust particles
that traditional dry paper filters
can miss. Additionally, the fil-
ter ’s heavy-duty construction
offers increased durability and
greater integrity, and a “pleat
lock” system on Flex Panel mod-
els allows consistent airflow and
less restriction to help improve
overall engine performance.  

“A properly maintained air fil-
ter will not only enhance SUV and
truck performance, but also con-
tribute to savings at the pump,”
Groom noted.

For more tips and information,
log on to www.fram.com. 

Fuel Your Savings With A New Air Filter 

Changing your vehicle’s air filter
is an easy way to improve gas
mileage, especially in SUVs. 

***
Whatever thrift is, it is not
avarice.  Avarice is not gener-
ous; and, after all, it is the thrifty
people who are generous.

—Lord Rosebery
***

***
Thrift was never more neces-
sary in the world’s history than
it is today.

—Francis H. Sisson
***

About 70 percent of all living
organisms in  the wor ld  are
bacteria.




