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(NAPSA)—Utility vehicles con-
tinue to turn skeptics into believers
when they see what these machines
deliver in work performance.

In 1987, John Deere created
the all-terrain AMT for farmers
wanting a machine with hauling
capabilities of a small truck but
the maneuverability of an ATV. To
overcome initial skepticism, a
number of John Deere dealers
asked select customers to test
these new machines on their
farms. When it came time to
retrieve the AMTs, many cus-
tomers didn’t want to give them
up. Soon after, the AMT quickly
found favor with contractors,
landscapers, hunters and other
material transporters.
Imagination Fuels Innovation

These early adapters realized
the scope and potential of these
machines, and their feedback
prompted some of the innova-
tions that were soon to follow.
Customers now needed a ma-
chine that was more durable,
more powerful and more func-
tional than the AMT, so in 1992,
John Deere responded again
with a machine that essentially
reshaped the utility vehicle mar-
ket. Inspired by its tough, rugged
design, overall appearance and
ability to maneuver around in
swampy, off-road conditions, the
new utility vehicle was dubbed
the Gator.
Redefining The Utility Vehicle

Contrary to the AMT, the Gator
was built with two front wheels
instead of one for enhanced stabil-
ity. The Gator’s side-by-side oper-
ator station had car-like features
and revolutionary styling. As the
popularity continued to grow,
engineers at John Deere were vig-
ilant on improving the core perfor-
mance of the Gator. For the next
10 years, enhancements included
increased ground clearance, a
wider frame and fully indepen-
dent suspension. 

Gators Grow Bigger And
Smaller

By 2004, two new categories
were introduced to the lineup:
the Gator Compact Series and
the Gator High-Performance
Series. 

The light-duty compact was
created with the homeowner in
mind—these vehicles are easy to
maneuver and store, while main-
taining tough performance stan-
dards. The heavy-duty Gator
High-Performance Series is built
for true commercial-grade work,
letting customers pull, tow and
haul more than they could
before.
New Look To An Old Faithful

In 2005, the original Gators
were replaced with a new gener-
ation of models rightly called
the Gator Traditional Series.
These machines are now faster
(top ground speed of 20 mph)
and more powerful than the pre-
vious generation of  Gators,
while also offering improved
braking capabilities, increased
payload and enhanced operator
comfort. More than 180 attach-
ments are available,  making
them more functional and versa-
tile than before.

The Next Generation Of 
Performance

Today, a large customer base is
looking for a utility vehicle that
delivers exceptional crossover per-
formance between work chores
and trail riding. Responding to
customer demand, John Deere
introduced the new Gator XUV
4x4 for 2007. 

“The Gator XUV is designed for
customers who like to work hard
and play hard with their vehicles,”
explains Kevin Lund, utility vehi-
cle group product marketing man-
ager for John Deere. 

“The Gator XUV is a true
crossover vehicle, combining heavy-
duty work performance with all-ter-
rain capabilities,” Lund adds.
“We’ve improved ride quality, power
and acceleration, while maintaining
the stability, safety and quality that
John Deere is known for. One test
drive is all it takes to truly appreci-
ate the ride quality, power and per-
formance of the XUV.” 

The Gator XUV 4x4 is not the
end, but a beginning of a new
chapter in the evolution of utility
vehicles. And as time has shown,
no matter what you buy a utility
vehicle for, it will do far more and
far better than you think it will.

Utility Vehicles—Then And Now

From a humble beginning, utility vehicles have grown to become the
hottest in outdoor power.

(NAPSA)—“Freedom Writers,”
available on DVD from Para-
mount Home Entertainment, is an
emotionally stirring film inspired
by a true story about at-risk stu-
dents who overcame the gangs
that divided them and the system
that failed them. Learn more
online at www.paramount.com.

**  **  **
California is the nation’s lead-

ing milk producer and also pro-
duces more butter, ice cream,
yogurt and nonfat dry milk than
any other state. For more infor-
mation on California cheese and
dairy products, visit www.Real
CaliforniaCheese.com.

**  **  **
Radio frequency identification,

or RFID, is a wireless technology
used to identify things. The Na-
tional Consumers League says that
it’s important to understand what
it is and how it works. To learn
more, go to www.nclnet.org/rfid.

**  **  **
Small businesses don’t need

big budgets to secure data. Afford-
able, reliable technologies such as
Verio PC Data Backup service for
small businesses protect critical
data and work documents stored
on personal computers and lap-
tops connected to the Internet.
Visit www.verio.com/data-backup
or call 1-888-VERIOPC.

**  **  **
Celebrating over 50 years in

the U.S., Jarlsberg—classic and
Lite—is great for munching and
wonderfully adaptable in cooking.
The cheese can turn even ordi-
nary grilled foods and salads into
special treats. 

**  **  **
Now the world’s most pre-

scribed cholesterol-lowering ther-
apy—Lipitor (atorvastatin cal-
cium)—is approved by the FDA to
treat patients at high risk for car-
diovascular events because of pre-
existing heart disease. Previously,
only patients without heart dis-
ease had the option of taking Lipi-
tor. Visit www.Lipitor.com.

**  **  **
A Fashion ToeNail Accents Kit

from Kiss features thin, predeco-
rated plastic toenails that last up
to 10 days, and because they are
so flexible and short, they look
very real and feel very natural.
For more information, visit
www.kissusa.com.

**  **  **
A targeted therapy, Avastin, is

thought to work by choking off the
blood supply to tumors and is the
first FDA-approved biologic ther-
apy proven to extend survival in
metastatic colorectal cancer when
used with an intravenous 5FU-
based chemotherapy regimen. For
more information on Avastin, visit
www.avastin.com.

**  **  **
Most people don’t eat the right

amount of fruits and vegetables.
Adding a multivitamin to your
daily routine helps provide insur-
ance that you’re getting the
antioxidants you need.

(NAPSA)—Automobiles, air-
conditioning and cell phones have
become basic staples of modern-
day life, but have they had an
effect on the faces of people who
use them? Some scientists now
say yes. 

A group of scientists now states
that their studies show a connec-
tion between exposure to the pol-
lution generated by these types of
modern conveniences and acceler-
ated skin aging. 

“We already know that ‘invisi-
ble pollutants’ such as UV rays
from the sun can harm skin, so it
stands to reason that other invisi-
bles, such as car exhaust, artifi-
cial lighting and electromagnetic
waves, have an effect as well. Our
research confirmed that assump-
tion,” explains Lionel de Benetti,
director of research and develop-
ment at Clarins Laboratories, a
group that helped run the studies. 

For example, part of the stud-
ies revealed that just six hours of
exposure to electromagnetic
waves produced by wireless de-
vices is enough to cause “signi-
ficant changes in skin’s natural
protective barrier,” according to
researchers.

Mr. de Benetti says the studies
revealed that skin exposed to vari-
ous forms of indoor, outdoor and
electromagnetic pollution shows
signs of premature aging, dull-
ness, increased sensitivity, and
irritation. 

Though technology has ad-
vanced faster than our own bod-
ies, there are ways to protect your
skin from harsh aggressors in
today’s environment. For instance,
a product called Expertise 3P was

created by Clarins specifically to
protect against a wide range of
pollution found inside your home
and office and outside in the open
air. 

The lightweight mist can be
used by the whole family through-
out the day and worn over make-
up. It helps reinforce skin’s nat-
ural barrier using a number of
plant and marine extracts. The
magnetic defense complex in-
cludes ingredients found in a
marine microorganism that sur-
vives in a hostile undersea envi-
ronment, and an Arctic regional
plant known for its superadaptive
qualities. An anti-pollution com-
plex includes White Tea extract to
neutralize up to 80 percent of free
radicals, in addition to an invisi-
ble microfilm that adheres to the
skin and slows down the penetra-
tion of pollution particles in the
air. 

For more information and tips,
visit www.clarinsusa.com.

Healthy Skin In A High-Tech World 

There are ways to protect your
skin from harsh environments.

(NAPSA)—A mother’s intuition
can be a valuable asset when it
comes to the well-being of a child. 

One person who would agree is
Michael Murray, 15, of New York,
whose life was probably saved by
his mother’s persistence when she
just knew that something was
wrong.

Michael was born with a vari-
ety of features that seemed abnor-
mal to his mother, Karen. He had
a dislocated hip and contracted
fingers (bent backwards). 

He was a “floppy” baby who
had loose joints. As he grew, he
was taller than his peers, with an
indented chest bone and dispro-
portionately long arms and legs.
An array of doctors told Karen
that Michael was perfectly fine.
But she was not convinced.

On Michael’s fifth birthday,
Karen went online and plugged in
his symptoms. Out came a diagno-
sis: Marfan syndrome.

Karen’s fears were confirmed
the next day by doctors who
agreed that Michael did, in fact,
have Marfan syndrome.

Marfan syndrome is a connec-
tive tissue disorder that affects
the eyes, bones, joints, lungs and
blood vessels. It is the effect on
the aorta, the large blood vessel
near the heart, that poses the
greatest danger; without proper
monitoring, medication and
surgery, the aorta will enlarge and
could tear or rupture, leading to
death.

Because of his mother’s deter-
mination, Michael was diagnosed
and got the treatment he needed.
Although he has been encouraged
to play basketball because of his
height, this accomplished gui-

tarist is only involved in activities
that do not endanger his joints,
eyes and aorta.

Karen, who serves on the Board
of Directors of the National Marfan
Foundation (www.marfan.org), has
found information and support
nationwide. She has networked
with other parents, who also had to
visit an array of doctors.

“This is one case when getting
the diagnosis is crucial,” said
Karen. “If you know you have
Marfan syndrome and get treated,
you have the opportunity for a
long life. If not, you are at an
extreme risk of dying a sudden,
early death from a ruptured aorta.

“If your child exhibits the signs
of Marfan syndrome, do not delay.
Visit your pediatrician to start the
evaluation. An orthopedist, cardi-
ologist and ophthalmologist will
also need to conduct an exam to
confirm the diagnosis. It can be
the difference between life and
death.”

Safeguarding A Child’s Health: Trusting Intuition

Parents must follow their intu-
ition and be an advocate for their
child’s health, especially in the
case of Marfan syndrome.
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***
The great secret of life is to
learn lessons, not to teach them.

—Thomas C. Haliburton
***

***
The little things? The little
moments? They aren’t little.

—Jon Kabat-Zinn
***

***
Middle age is when you’re not
inclined to exercise anything
but caution.

—Arthur Murray
***

***
Beauty is the promise of
happiness.

—Stendhal
***

***
Life is a play! ’Tis not the length,
but its performance that counts.

—Seneca
***




