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(NAPSA)—Advances in lawn
mower technology have made the
weekly task of cutting the grass a
lot easier than it used to be.
In an experiment to create the

ultimate lawn mower, engineers
teamed up with homeowners to
design a mower that responded to
the shortcomings of existing mow-
ers while adding features that
make it easier to use. After three
years of research and design, a
new lawn mower—the Snapper
NXT—was the result.
The mower has dozens of unique

features, starting with the No. 1
item on consumers’ wish list—easy
starting. The Snapper NXT has a
push-button starting system—roll it
out, push the button and mow. The
system was engineered by engine
maker Briggs & Stratton Corp. The
forward speed of existing walk
mowers was also a concern for
homeowners. People of different
ages and heights walk at different
speeds, making one speed fits all
uncomfortable for some people.
Snapper engineers added a pat-
ented system to the lawn mower
that automatically matches the
pace of the user. Walk slow, the
mower moves forward slowly; pick
up the pace, and the mower speeds
up.
“You might think there aren’t

many things you can do to make
mowing easier and more enjoy-
able, but we found many ways to
do both in response to our con-
sumer research,” says Troy
Blewett, a member of the Snapper
brand team. “Our development
group used a new way of learning
from homeowners directly and
applied that knowledge during the
design process,” he added.
Among the other helpful fea-

tures on the Snapper NXT is the
ability to raise and lower the
mower deck to adjust the cutting

height with a single lever. Most
mowers require adjusting each
wheel separately, which takes
more time and leaves room for
error. Even mower maintenance is
easier with the help of a digital
reminder on the mower’s handle-
bar that indicates when it is time
to change the oil or spark plug. The
mowers also mulch and disperse
grass clippings easily, creating a
natural fertilizer as you mow.
More than 2,000 homeowners

who own and use lawn mowers
took part in the surveys used to
help design the Snapper NXT.
Engineers also visited homeown-
ers to watch them mow. Once the
Snapper NXT prototypes were
designed, consumers were brought
in to try them out and suggest any
last changes.
Formore information and to locate

a dealer, visit www.snappernxt.com.

Mowing Made Easier

Keeping the grass greener on
your side of the fence may be
easier with the latest lawn mower.

Starting your lawn mower is now
as easy as pressing a button.

(NAPSA)—With many new tax
credits available, the IRS is
reporting that average tax
refunds are up nearly 10 percent
from last year. Many Americans,
especially first-time home buyers,
plan on spending their tax
refunds on home and garden
improvement projects.
For do-it-yourselfers, it’s im-

portant to get the most value for
your springtime purchases. From
energy-saving hints to smart finan-
cial management, there are plenty
of ways to invest in your home
without breaking your budget:
1. Choose home improvement

projects that are energy efficient.
Not only do these investments
save you money on monthly
energy costs, you can even get tax
rebates. Replacing old windows
with more energy-efficient ones
can save on heating and cooling
costs, while investing in new
energy-friendly appliances can
allow you to reduce your utility
costs. Tax rebates are available, so
consult your tax adviser for more
information.
2. Consider getting the most

out of every home improvement
purchase by using a cash back
program. For example, the Chase
Freedom® credit card offers 5 per-
cent cash back on home and gar-
den purchases, and even drug-
stores, now through June 30th.
Do-it-yourselfers can count on
earning more cash back to enjoy
more of the fun things in life,
whether it’s sprucing up the gar-
den, painting a room or buying a
new grill.
3. Carefully plan and budget

your projects. Set priorities.
Decide what is important, such as

a leaky roof, and what can wait,
like that new kitchen remodel.
Measure carefully to avoid waste.
4. Take advantage of the many

financial features available to
help yourself create a budget,
stick to your plan and track
progress. With Chase Blueprint,
you can even avoid interest on
everyday items and save on inter-
est when making large purchases,
like major home improvement
projects. With Split, one of the
four free features available with
Blueprint, a customer can set up a
plan tailored to pay down large
purchases sooner. Split lets cus-
tomers choose the number of pay-
ments or the monthly payment
amount that works for them.
Chase does the math and makes it
clear on every statement, so you
can stay on track.
For more information, visit

www.chase.com/freedom.

Saving Money On Home Improvement
StartsWith A Few Easy Steps

Plan ahead to get the most value
from your home improvement
purchases. Use Chase Freedom
and earn more cash back on
home improvement purchases.

Smart Snacking: Part Of
A Healthy Diet

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for those who love to snack—just
make smart choices and steer
clear of artificial preservatives,
unhealthy fats and empty calories.
Try reaching for a wholesome
snack, like pudding, that’s made
fresh with real milk and a short
list of simple ingredients.

Nourishing snacks like fresh
fruit and crispy crudités always
have a place in a balanced diet,
but when you’re in the mood for a
cold, creamy and wholesome
snack, here are some delicious
options:
• At less than 100 calories per

serving, No Sugar Added Pudding
is loaded with calcium and fiber—
perfect for those watching their
calories or sugar intake.
• Each serving of Kozy Shack

simplywell pudding weighs in at
100 calories and provides 3 grams
of prebiotic fiber, which helps pro-
mote digestive health.
• If chocolate is your snack

choice, reach for chocolate pudding
made with low-fat milk, sure to
satisfy the most discerning palate
—and a good source of calcium.

Many are finding that it’s getting
easier to enjoy snacks that sat-
isfy—without preservatives, un-
necessary fats or empty calories.

(NAPSA)—To help consumers
struggling with credit card debt,
the Federal Trade Commission
has created a publication that dis-
cusses practical no-cost and low-
cost options for help. It’s called
“Settling Your Credit Card
Debts.” To learn more, visit
www.ftc.gov.

**  **  **
Kids ages 2 to 5 can learn to

care for the environment with a
new TV series—“dirtgirlworld”—
on Sprout. For more information,
parenting tips and craft ideas,
visit www.SproutOnline.com.

**  **  **
Few things last forever, includ-

ing gift cards. Look for the expira-
tion date, which is usually listed
on the card. Also, look for hidden
fees, such as an activation fee or a
dormancy or inactivity fee. Learn
more at www.federalreserve.
 gov/consumerinfo.

**  **  **
Some say that when he spoke

out against intolerance on the
part of legislators over 30 year
ago, Sen. John Heinz was articu-

lating a message that’s still
important today. For more on the
late senator’s message, contact
jlewis@heinzoffice.org.

**  **  **
The Real Warriors Campaign

is a public education initiative
designed to combat the stigma
associated with seeking treat-
ment for psychological health
and traumatic brain injury. It
promotes the processes of build-
ing resilience, facilitating recov-
ery and supporting reintegration
for returning service members
and their families. The campaign
offers practical  t ips and
resources. To learn more, visit
www.realwarriors.net.

(NAPSA)—According to profes-
sionally trained chef Philip Jones,
there’s a misconception that a
nutritious breakfast can’t taste
good. From Jones Dairy Farm
turkey sausage and Canadian
bacon to egg whites and whole
grain breads, breakfast can have
both appetite appeal and good
nutrition. For recipe suggestions,
visit www.jonesdairyfarm.com. 

**  **  **
Eight culinarians outgrilled

over 3,600 others in the first
annual Red Lobster Certified
Grill Master Competition. You can
find grilling tips and seafood
recipes at www.redlobster.com.

**  **  **
Planting the seeds for healthy
habits in the kitchen can be a
snap. You can find tasty recipes at
www.oceanspray.com.

**  **  **
When making pizza on the

grill, use a ceramic pizza stone
such as the new Weber Style
Pizza Stone. For information
about grills and accessories or to
purchase a copy of the “Weber’s
Way to Grill” cookbook, visit
www.weber.com. 

The zipper was originally
intended to save people the trou-
ble of buttoning and unbuttoning
their shoes every day. The inven-
tor, Whitcomb L. Judson, gave
his device the zippy name of
“clasp locker and unlocker for
shoes.”

The earliest fish hooks date to
around thirty thousand B.C. and
were carved from wood.

***
Chains do not hold a marriage together. It is threads, hundreds
of tiny threads, which sew people together through the years. 

—Simone Signoret 
***




