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(NAPSA)—The sacrifices that
Olympic hopefuls make to live out
their dream go far beyond training.
Of these sacrifices, none may have
a greater impact on their quest of
Olympic gold than the financial
burden that confronts many U.S.
athletes.

Unlike what happens in other
countries, U.S. Olympic athletes
must front most of the financial
burden themselves while training
for the Games. 

While some athletes and fami-
lies are able to handle this load,
others are faced with the reality of
paying bills, financing their train-
ing and traveling to and from com-
petitions. Without the support of
outside resources, many U.S.
Olympic hopefuls would not be able
to compete on the same playing
field as some athletes here and
abroad.

Increasingly, athletes in need of
assistance have turned to the cor-
porate community seeking their
support. Many athletes have come
to rely on these corporate programs
and sponsorships to maintain a liv-
ing, as well as a competitive edge.
One such program that was
designed to help athletes and their
families alleviate some of those
financial burdens, as well as pro-
vide them with a reliable source of
transportation, is Chevrolet The
Team Behind The Team.

This vehicle donation program
has provided 40 Olympic hopefuls
nationwide with one of four new
Chevrolet vehicles. Since late June,
aspiring American athletes have
been receiving vehicles from
Chevrolet The Team Behind The
Team through Chevrolet’s network
of 4,300 dealerships nationwide.

The first athletes to receive
vehicles were brothers Joe, a bob-
sledder, and Brian McDonald, a
skeleton slider, from Kingston, N.Y.
Earlier this summer, the McDon-
alds were surprised on national
television when speed skating
great Bonnie Blair presented the
siblings with a Chevrolet Tahoe
and Silverado, respectively, as part

of the program.
“Being the driver of my bobsled

team, I am responsible for all the
travel and accommodations of my
teammates,” Joe McDonald said.
“Receiving this vehicle has taken a
great burden off my shoulders.
Now I have a reliable source of
transportation for my team. It’s
great to know that there are people
out there who believe in me.”

Joe McDonald is not alone in his
appreciation. Other athletes
selected as part of The Team
Behind The Team, like luger and
Florida native Chris Thorpe, echo
his sentiment. 

“My wife and I recently had our
first child and needed a reliable
vehicle,” Thorpe said. “Receiving a
new Chevy Silverado has helped us
out tremendously. Now I can con-
centrate on training instead of how
to pay for a new vehicle.”

Selected athletes were put
behind the wheel of one of four new
Chevrolet vehicles they can depend
on to meet their daily transporta-
tion needs: A Tahoe, Silverado,
Venture or Malibu. Vehicle assign-
ments are based on athlete train-
ing and transportation needs.

An Advisory Panel comprised of
some of America’s greatest U.S.
Olympians ranked and selected the
Chevrolet The Team Behind The
Team athletes for the 2002 Olympic
Winter Games. 

Representing this year ’s Advi-

sory Panel are the following
Olympic gold medalists: speed
skaters Bonnie Blair and Dan
Jansen; figure skaters Peggy Flem-
ing and Kristi Yamaguchi; skier
Phil Mahre and track and field ath-
lete Evelyn Ashford.

U.S. Olympic Team hopefuls
who were considered for one of the
40 Chevrolet vehicles submitted a
detailed application consisting of
financial information, competitive
history and placements, and a
short essay describing why they
should be selected. 

Selection was based on financial
need, training and competition
requirements and qualification as a
U.S. Olympic team hopeful. Rank-
ings were then tabulated to deter-
mine the recipients of the vehicles.

Chevrolet, which is General
Motors’ lead division for the Salt
Lake 2002 Olympic Winter
Games, has a long history of sup-
porting the spirit of the Olympic
Games through partnerships with
many National Governing Bodies
of Sport, including the U.S. Ski
and Snowboarding Association,
U.S. Figure Skating Association
and USA Hockey. 

These partnerships, along with
The Team Behind The Team pro-
gram and Chevrolet’s role as a
presenting sponsor of the Salt
Lake 2002 Olympic Torch Relay,
elevate Chevrolet’s commitment
to providing transportation solu-
tions for the Olympic Games.

The Team Behind The Team
program was first established in
1999 when it donated vehicles to
100 U.S. Olympic hopefuls who
aspired to make the team for the
2000 Olympic Games in Sydney,
Australia. For more information,
visit www.gm.com.

Chevrolet is the largest division
of General Motors, which is the offi-
cial domestic automotive sponsor of
the U.S. Olympic Team through
2004. Headquartered in Detroit,
Chevrolet fulfills the transportation
needs of more than 36 million
Americans daily with a broad
lineup of cars, trucks and vans. 

U.S. Olympic Hopefuls Receive The Support And 
‘Drive’ Needed To Compete In Games

U.S. Snowboard team member
Anton Pogue shows off his new
Chevrolet Silverado as part of
the Chevrolet The Team Behind
The Team program.

(NAPSA)—A cyclist and a
horseman traveled more than
3,000 miles across the United
States to inspire people with dis-
abilities. Delbert Richardson 48,
from Wichita, KS, and Michael
Muir, 49, from Woodland, CA
began separately, but they shared
a common goal: to demonstrate
that people with multiple sclerosis
(MS)—or any disability—can over-
come physically and emotion-
ally demanding challenges. They
finished their cross-country jour-
neys in Washington, D.C. 

Both Richardson, who traveled
solo in a recumbent bicycle that
resembled a little car, and Muir,
who led a horsedrawn carriage
from a wheelchair, have MS, a
neurological disease that affects
more than 350,000 Americans. In
addition to combating their ill-
ness, each of them also found
themselves battling the harshest
of conditions: extreme tempera-
tures, ranging from 20 degrees to
well over 100 degrees; treacherous
mountain roads; more than 50 flat
tires and 200 worn horseshoes;
getting lost in the desert without
water; dangerous snakes; loneli-
ness; losing control of the horses
in the middle of a town and count-
less other trials. It was a journey
that few Americans could imagine,
yet alone complete.

“We were determined not to let
this disease or any other obstacle
prevent us from reaching Wash-
ington, D.C.,” said Delbert
Richardson, who will be a torch
bearer in the Winter Olympics.
“By finishing what we set out to
accomplish and celebrating in our
nation’s capital, we hoped to show
not only the potential of people
with MS, but the potential of all of
us in this country—disabled or
not. It was really fitting to end our
journey in our nation’s capital.”

Richardson, diagnosed with MS
in 1997, got the idea for a solo
cross-country bike trip in a dream

in which he saw himself pedaling
across America. 

Muir, a life-long horseman and
the great-grandson of Sierra Club
founder and naturalist John Muir,
has had MS since age 15. Muir
has never allowed his symptoms
to slow him down. In search of
ways to challenge himself, he
announced that he would travel
the United States in his custom-
made carriage, pulled by a team of
Stonewall Sporthorses he has
bred since the age of 12. The
dream became a reality when
Muir began his 3,000-mile horse-
drawn journey across America on
January 30. 

Richardson’s and Muir ’s mis-
sions were funded in part by
Betaseron® Champions of Cour-
age, a program that recognizes
the accomplishments of people
with MS and provides support
for their inspirational activities.
For  more  in fo rmat ion  v i s i t
www.championsofcourage.org.

More Than 3,000 Miles Of Inspiration 

MS champions Richardson
and Muir complete cross-country
journeys to demonstrate that
people with disabilities can lead
fulfilling lives.

(NAPSA)—According to Kristi
Fuhrmann, makeup and hair key
for MTV and a spokesperson for
Sally Beauty Company, nothing
says party faster than a festive
touch of shimmer on the lips and
cheeks. If you have a beauty ques-
tion, you can ask Kristi at
asksally@sallybeauty.com. To find a
Sally store near you, call 800-ASK-
SALLY or visit sallybeauty.com.

Tasty for breakfast dishes like
omelets and scrambled eggs and
in recipes that call for whole eggs,
Egg Beaters lets you enjoy the
great taste of eggs, but in a
healthier way. Egg Beaters prod-
ucts are packaged in a variety of
convenient sizes and are available
in the refrigerated and frozen sec-
tions of the supermarket. Tasty
recipes that use Egg Beaters can
be found in the Delicious Recipes
Made Healthier booklet. For a
copy, send your name and com-
plete address with two Egg Beat-
ers Proofs of Purchase to: Egg
Beaters Recipe Offer, P.O. Box
6130, Douglas, AZ 85655-6130.
Please allow four to six weeks for
delivery. Offer good until Decem-
ber 31, 2002, or while supplies
last. Also, visit www.eggbeaters.
com for more delicious recipe
ideas.

According to a 1998 survey of
1,509 high school seniors from
across the United States, students
are under-informed about the
basics of finance. To help remedy
this situation, Junior Achieve-
ment  has created the JA Personal
Finance program to educate
young people about business, eco-
nomics and the free enterprise
system. For more information
about JA or the Personal Finance
Program, visit www.ja.org, call 1-
800 THE NEW JA (1-800-843-6395),
or write JA National Headquarters,
One Education Way, Colorado
Springs, CO 80906. You can also
contact the nearest Junior Achieve-
ment office.

(NAPSA)—You may not have
to be a wrestling fan to enjoy get-
ting in the ring with two recently
published books about wrestling.
The first, Pure Dynamite (Wind-
ing Stair Press, $14.95), is the
autobiography of former “British
Bulldog” Tom Billington. The
other  book taking hold of wrestling
fans is Tributes: Remembering
Some of the World’s Greatest
Wrestlers (Winding Stair Press,
$19.95) by Dave Meltzer. Meltzer is
considered the pioneer of pro
wrestling journalism.

As a master distiller, Jimmy
Bedford has what many consider
the ultimate dream job. He’s the
person with the chief responsibil-
ity for making Jack Daniel’s Ten-
nessee Whiskey. While his job
involves overseeing the entire
whiskey-making process at the
Jack Daniel’s Distillery in Lynch-
burg (pop. 361), Tenn., another
part of Bedford’s job is traveling
the globe to spend time with the
brand’s many friends. This year
Bedford will help country singer
George Strait auction a horse that
was donated to the North Ameri-
can Riding for the Handicapped
Association.

According to The Propane Edu-
cation & Research Council and
the National Propane Gas Associ-
ation, there are many ways to use
energy economically and responsi-
bly. Tips include having your
heating system regularly tuned
up by a professional, changing
furnace filters once a month,
turning water heaters down,
installing a gas range with elec-
tronic ignition and checking to see
oven burners are burning a blue,
cone-shaped flame.

Sony at www.MediabySony.com.
The International Organization
for Migration at www.iom.int. 
The Brother PE-150 at www.
brother.com.
Massachusetts Getaway Guide
at  www.massvacation.com.
SendAMERICA at www.send
america.com.
BaquaSpa® at www.baquaspa.
com.
Mini Maestro at www.minimae
stro.com.
Shriners International Head-
quarters at www.shrinershq.org.
Lady Foot Locker at www.lady
footlocker.com.
For information on calcium and
yogurt visit www.aboutyogurt.
com.
1-800-FLOWERS.COM at
www.1800flowers.com.
The LeapPad Learning System
at www.leapfrog.com.
The College Handbook 2002 at
collegeboard.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

***
The whole object of comedy is
to be yourself and the closer you
get to that, the funnier you will
be.

Jerry Seinfeld
***


