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by Seth Bodner
(NAPSA)—U.S. trade officials

are now moving quickly on two
fronts. First, they are wrapping
up special “free trade” agreements
with individual countries, particu-
larly Singapore and Chile. Second,
in an effort to move stalled world-
wide trade negotiations, they are
offering radical proposals to elimi-
nate all tariffs on manufactured
goods and to minimize agricul-
tural subsidies. 

These activities pave the way
for even more foreign goods to be
sold in the U.S., lowering the job
and earning prospects for millions
of hardworking Americans.

Because it adopted Fast Track
rules last summer, Congress can
only await the conclusion of such
trade deals and then vote either
“yes” or “no,” without the possibil-
ity of changing any provisions
which harm American workers.
The U.S. Trade Representative’s
office is supposed to keep Con-
gress informed about the progress
of the negotiations and solicit its
input, but in practice this doesn’t
happen.

Why did Fast Track pass? Our
trade negotiators told Congress
that many nations were making
free trade agreements, but the
U.S. was being “left out” because
Congress might change a trade
deal presented to it, undoing years
of negotiations. Thus, although
America has the world’s largest
market, our trade negotiators and
multinational corporate lobbyists
claimed Fast Track was needed to
get our trading partners to negoti-
ate. In fact, “free trade” deals were
being concluded, but the U.S. Con-
gress is the only national legisla-
ture to deny itself the ability to
change a bad trade agreement.

The real reason to sideline Con-
gress through Fast Track? Both
U.S. multinational corporate lobby-
ists and the U.S. trade negotiators
want unfettered power to insert
their special deals into trade pack-
ages. By hiding favored provisions
in a broader package, the lobbyists
and negotiators are assured these
will survive—since Congress can’t
change the final agreement under
Fast Track. 

So Fast Track is really about
avoiding Congressional scrutiny of
the actions of our trade negotiators
and multinational corporations.
Given the recent revelations of cor-
porate wrongdoing—while govern-
ment agencies looked the other
way—the fact that American work-
ers will be left to pay the price of
sweetheart trade deals under Fast
Track should not be surprising. 

• Mr. Bodner is a consultant
with more than 35 years experience
in international trade negotiations
in government and industry. Most
recently he served as Executive
Director of the National Knitwear
& Sportswear Association.

Trading Away Bargaining Power

(NAPSA)—One of TV’s greatest stars is celebrating its 50th Anniver-
sary. Wondering who it is? Why it’s the TV Dinner®, created by
Swanson®, and it revolutionized television watching and dinner (prepa-
ration and eating) habits in one fell swoop. While Roasted Carved
Turkey Breast is still the most popular variety followed closely by Clas-
sic Fried Chicken, 50 years has made televisions and Swanson’s meals
far more diverse and of far higher quality. The newest selections include
contemporary dishes like Chicken with Penne Pasta in Basil Cream
Sauce and Turkey Tenderloins with Cornbread Stuffing. But even
though Swanson now has contemporary selections, it’s still celebrating
its early days ... the dawn of TV and the TV Dinner. 

Tune into 1953, the year for TVs and the TV Dinner:
• In 1953, Swanson TV Dinners were introduced as Americans were

viewing their first live color TV telecast coast-to-coast.
• By 1954, more than 25 million TV Dinners had been served in front

of the 33 million television sets in American living rooms.
• In 1969, American children enjoyed new Swanson Breakfasts while

being introduced to Sesame Street’s Big Bird.
• In 1973, Americans celebrated M*A*S*H’s Emmy win while eating

new Swanson Hungry-Man dinners, introduced by “Mean Joe” Greene.
• In 1986, Swanson’s aluminum “TV Dinner” tray is inducted into the

Smithsonian Institute, solidifying the TV Dinner’s role in American
history. 

• In 1999, Swanson’s status as an American icon is further elevated
as it received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, alongside the
nation’s most celebrated actors and actresses. 

• Today: With more than 66 percent of households tuning into televi-
sion during mealtime, the “TV Dinner” is more popular than ever.

Swanson celebrates this 50-year tradition with the introduction of
new varieties and quality upgrades across the entire line. 

To learn more about Swanson’s 50th Anniversary Celebration, visit
swansonmeals.com.

A Star Is Born

(NAPSA)—Fast-paced environ-
ments, generous starting salaries,
more job security than many pro-
fessions and the rewards of mak-
ing a difference by helping others
are just some reasons to consider
careers in health care.

Health care careers encompass
more than just medicine and nurs-
ing. “In demand” careers include:
information technology, radiology,
pharmacy, occupational and physi-
cal therapy. 

“No matter what your passion,
there is probably a health care
career for you, since health care
represents one of the largest
employment areas in the United
States,” said Lillee Gelinas, chief
nursing officer at VHA Inc., a
cooperative that represents 2,200
health care organizations across
the nation. “With our aging popu-
lation, and expanding medical
advances, health care profession-
als are in demand more than ever
before. Even during tough eco-
nomic times, health care opportu-
nities remain abundant.”

Gelinas, a nationally recog-
nized expert on health care work
force issues, offers six reasons to
explore careers in health care:

• Flexibility—Hospitals are
open 24 hours a day, providing
many opportunities to create flexi-
ble, convenient schedules.

• Portability—Health care
professionals are needed around
the world, from small, rural com-
munities to large urban cities.

• Training—Many schools
offer health career courses that
meet students’ needs. Because of
new technologies and advanced
medical treatments, health care
careers offer a variety of opportu-
nities for continuous learning.

• Affordability—Scholarships
and other financial incentives are
abundant. 

• O p p o r t u n i t y — S k i l l e d
health care providers are always
in demand.  

• Advancement—Profession-
als with skills and experience in
health care are often sought-after
for advancement into expanded
clinical roles, management and
administration.

Gelinas encourages parents to
help their children explore careers
in health care. Allowing teenagers
to visit hospital open houses and
career fairs or volunteer at an
area hospital or long-term care
facility are good ways to see if a
career in health care is a good fit.

Health Care: It’s Not Just For Doctors And Nurses Anymore
Six Reasons Health Care Is A Great Career Field

(NAPSA)—A Valentine’s Day
classic, roses have symbolized
love, friendship and beauty across
cultures throughout time. More
than one hundred million roses in
more than one thousand different
varieties are sold each year on
this special holiday. Whether one’s
taste leans towards the subtle, the
flamboyant or the delicate, there
is a rose to please. Red roses, how-
ever, are symbols of romantic love
and dedication, and continue to be
the most popular choice for Valen-
tine’s Day.

The floral experts who can be
found at 1-800-FLOWERS.COM

® offer
the following tips to help extend
the life of your roses this Valen-
tine’s Day:

• If your roses are delivered in
a box, open it immediately and
place them in water. If this cannot
be done, place the entire box in a
cool, dark place.

• To arrange the roses, fill a
deep vase with lukewarm water
and mix in the floral preservative
provided by the florist.

• Remove any leaves that may
fall below the waterline when the
roses are placed in the vase.

• Use a sharp knife or shears
to cut an inch from the bottom of
each stem while holding it under
water. 

• Place roses loosely, yet even-
ly spaced, in the vase. 

• Place the vase in a cool spot,
away from direct sunlight, heat-
ing and cooling vents and appli-
ances that give off heat.

• Add warm water to the vase
every day, always keeping it full.
Change the water and re-cut the
flower stems every three or four
days.

• Give roses a face-lift by gen-
tly removing discolored or droop-
ing petals to give them a fresh
appearance, even after several
days.

For a beautiful assortment of
roses this Valentine’s Day, visit
www.1800flowers.com.

A Love Affair With Roses

Look like a blooming genius:
give roses for Valentine’s Day.

Feed The Need To Aid Others
(NAPSA)—Many young Ameri-

cans are helping children world-
wide by going without food to give
themselves a taste of poverty.

More than 600,000 teens are
raising money for hunger-fighting
programs by giving up food for 30
hours. 

At the same time, the teens
work together on community ser-
vice projects. Over 15,000 youth
groups nationwide are part of the
World Vision 30-Hour Famine,
which raises some $8 million a
year. World Vision is a Christian
humanitarian organization serving
the world’s poorest children and
families in nearly 100 countries.

You can learn how to partici-
pate or sponsor a teen by calling
800-7-famine or at www.30hour
famine.org.

By giving up food for 30 hours
and performing community ser-
vice, young Americans are help-
ing the poor worldwide.

(NAPSA)—Here’s news that
may perk you up: Your morning
cup of joe could save lives. The
average latte lover may not have
noticed, but coffee prices are suf-
fering a worldwide collapse,
resulting in poverty and ruin for
over 25 million coffee farmers.
One solution is Fair Trade certifi-
cation—which guarantees coffee
farmers receive a fair price for
their beans. For more informa-
tion: www.Fair TradeCertified.org.

When shopping for a credit
card, it’s important to evaluate all
the fees as well as the introduc-
tory and regular interest rate, say
experts at Money Rules, an initia-
tive run by America’s Community
Bankers. If you only make mini-
mum payments, you may never
pay off the debt. Try to set up a
payment calendar and work
toward paying off your balance.
For more tips, visit the Web site
at www.AmericasCommunity
Bankers.com.




