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Tips To Protect Yourself
From Identity Theft

(NAPSA)—You may get some
big surprises on your credit report
someday. The report may show a
few credit card accounts you never
applied for, all charged to the
limit, or a cellular phone account
with a whopping balance.

You may even be shocked to
learn you have a new address
thousands of miles from your
home!

If so, you may be a victim of
identity theft, a crime U.S. Postal
Inspectors say is sweeping the
country. Here are some things you
can do to make it more difficult for
crooks to steal your name:

• Know when your credit cards
expire. If you don’t receive them
in the mail by the expiration date,
call the issuer immediately.

• Don’t toss out those credit
card statements without shred-
ding them first. Criminals don’t
necessarily need your credit
cards—just your account numbers.

• Shred pre-approved credit
card applications before throwing
them out. If crooks get a hold of
these, they can apply for credit
cards in your name without your
knowledge.

To learn more, or to report a
fraud online, visit the Postal
Inspection Service Web site at
www.usps.com/postalinspectors.

They may be convenient, but
credit cards expose consumers
to potential identity theft.

✁
Note to editor: National Consumer
Protection Week is February 3-8
and this article is well suited,
though it is evergreen and can be
used throughout the year.

(NAPSA)—Volunteering in your
community is now easier than ever.
America’s Promise—The Alliance
for Youth has partnered with USA
Freedom Corps in its launch of the
new USA Freedom Corps Volunteer
Network—www.usafreedomcorps.
gov. As the federal government’s
national service coordinating coun-
cil housed at the White House and
chaired by President George W.
Bush, the USA Freedom Corps
works to strengthen our culture of
service and to help find opportu-
nities for every American to start
volunteering. Created in partner-
ship with the broadest group of
service organizations ever brought
together, the new USA Freedom
Corps network acts as the most
comprehensive online clearing-
house of volunteer opportunities
found nationwide. The Web site
offers “one-stop shopping” for
potential volunteers, allowing them
to find opportunities that match
their interests, abilities, schedules
and location. 

“The President has issued an
important call to all Americans to
serve others for the equivalent of
two years or 4,000 hours over
their lifetimes. In heeding that
call, we hope to make the children
and youth of this nation a focus of
people’s service, said Harris Wof-
ford, co-chairman of America’s
Promise. “By working together, we
can deliver the critical resources
they need to develop their charac-
ter and confidence—child by child,
community by community.”

America’s Promise was founded
after the Presidents’ Summit for
America’s Future in 1997 where
Presidents G.H.W. Bush, Carter,

Clinton and Ford, with Nancy Rea-
gan representing President Rea-
gan, challenged the country to
make children and youth a national
priority. General Colin L. Powell is
founding chairman. The mission of
America’s Promise is to mobilize
people from every sector of Ameri-
can life to build the character and
competence of youth by fulfilling
the Five Promises: Caring adults;
safe places with structured activi-
ties during non-school hours; a
healthy start; marketable skills
through effective education; and
opportunities to serve. 

“This expansive network is of
tremendous value to the 400 Com-
munities of Promise and the hun-
dreds of nonprofit and corporate
commitment makers across the
country, participating in the Amer-
ica’s Promise effort for children and
youth,” said Peter A. Gallagher,
President and CEO of America’s
Promise. 

The Volunteer Network site was
created for the Corporation for
National and Community Service
and is powered by Network For Good
with sponsorship from the AOL/Time
Warner Foundation, Microsoft and
Cisco. For more information about
America’s Promise visit www.
americaspromise.org or call 1-888-
55-YOUTH.

President Drafts America’s Promise To Help
Mobilize Volunteers Nationwide

(NAPSA)—When choosing a
vacuum cleaner, check the filters,
say the experts at Dirt Devil Vac-
uums and CleanStream Filters.
Buy a vacuum with a cleanable
filter. Instead of using ordinary
microfiberglass filters, choose
newer material that is more
durable, nonstick and easy to
clean, so you can use it over and
over again. Filters that meet
these guidelines prevent particles
from re-entering the atmosphere
after they’ve collected in the vac-
uum, creating a cleaner home
environment. For cleaning tips
and information, visit www.dirt
devil.com and www.cleanstream
filters.com.

The United Nations World
Food Program estimates that 12
million Southern Africans are in
danger of imminent death by star-
vation. Meanwhile, in East Africa,
Ethiopia continues to face signifi-
cant food shortage problems due
to poor rainfall. More than five
million people there are looking
for immediate assistance. These
crises require a long-term
response. The global humanitar-
ian agency, Church World Service
(CWS) and its partners are assist-
ing several hundred thousand
people in Southern and Eastern
Africa with food, seeds, tools and
fertilizer, restocking of livestock,
well development, medical assis-
tance and nutrition education,
along with in-depth training on

disaster management and early
warning systems. To learn more
about CWS work, call 1-888-CWS-
CROP or visit the CWS Web site
at www.churchworldservice.org.

Imagine taking this paper in
your hands, touching a spot on
the page and, presto, the words
disappear and a whole new page
of copy appears on the same
piece of paper. Touch it again,
and it happens again. And again.
The theoretical technology is
called the “Electronic Archive
Printer,” and it’s a concept that
won top honors for two Syracuse
University students in the
national “Design the Business
Printer of the Future” contest,
sponsored by Lexmark Interna-
tional, a leading developer of
printing solutions. Industrial
design scholars Ryan Bednar, 22
and Nate Schaal,  23,  were
awarded $10,000 for the futuris-
tic device that prints multiple
layers of interactive copy on a
single sheet of unique electronic
paper.

(NAPSA)—Adorable pajamas
can feel like a constant hug night
after night. This year, there’s a
bunch of snugly sleepwear to
choose from. Stylish juniors’
camisoles and pajama bottoms
featuring Tweety and Pussyfoot
the cat are now available at
Mervyn’s to keep girls “puuur-
fectly” happy at bedtime. Scooby-
Doo is warming up silky black
boxers for guys, and girls can
sleep like Supergirl in dynamic
pajamas featuring the heroine.

When researching water heat-
ers, pay particular attention to the
Energy Guide Label. This bright
yellow sticker will tell you how
much it will cost to run the water
heater for one year. Propane water
heaters cost a third less to operate
than electric models, say experts
at The Propane Education &
Research Council. For additional
information about the benefits of
using propane as a fuel source,
visit the Council’s Web site at
www.usepropane.com. While there,
check out the Council’s Energy
Savings Calculator. By making a
few selections on the calculator,
you can quickly compare the cost of
using propane water heaters and
other gas appliances to the cost of
using electric appliances.

Abraham Lincoln and his son
Tad are returning to Richmond,
Virginia. A new bronze statue of
Lincoln and his youngest child
will be unveiled in Richmond on
Saturday, April 5, 2003. The
statue commemorates their only
visit to the city on April 4 and 5 in
1865, just prior to the end of the
Civil War. For more information
or to order a miniature statue,
visit the Web site at www.lincoln

inrichmond.org or call toll free 1-
800-788-4478.

In 2003, New Orleans is
marking one of history’s most
significant real estate transac-
tions with a year-long Louisiana
Purchase Bicentennial Celebra-
tion. The celebration will include
exhibits, screenings and reenact-
ments. For a full listing of Bicen-
tennial events and information on
New Orleans, visit www.NewOr
leansonline.com/lapurchase, the
official tourism Web site of New
Orleans or call 800-511-7289. 

Incorporating digital photogra-
phy into everyday life can be easy,
say the experts at Minolta. To
make it easier, don’t leave home
without rechargeable batteries
and always make sure you have a
fresh set charged and ready to go.
Also, make sure you have extra
removable storage media. A 32MB
megabyte memory card is suffi-
cient for a day trip for most snap-
shooters, but you may want to
take extra memory cards if you’re
heading out on a two-week vaca-
tion. For more tips, visit
www.minoltausa.com.

(NAPSA)—Preparing for mili-
tary duty requires more than get-
ting immunized against possible
biological hazards. In addition,
military personnel may want to
immunize their families against
possible financial hazards. As
part of a pre-deployment check-
list, military personnel should
evaluate their life insurance cov-
erage. The Armed Forces Benefit
Association (AFBA) is one of a few
organizations to provide life
insurance protection with no war,
terrorism or area restrictions. For
more than 50 years, AFBA has
provided life insurance to combat
personnel. AFBA was created to
ensure that military families
would be taken care of if their
loved one died in defense of their
country. To find out how to sup-
plement SGLI, talk with an AFBA
representative. Active, guard and
reserve service members should
call (800) 776-2322. Log on to
www.afba.com or write to AFBA,
909 N. Washington St., Alexan-
dria, VA 22314. 

Thurgood Marshall, a famed
civil  rights lawyer and most
notably the first African Ameri-
can to serve as a U.S. Supreme
Court Justice, received one of
the nation’s highest honors when
the U.S. Postal Service issued a
new commemorative postage
stamp in January 2003. The
stamp is the 26th in the Black
Heritage stamp series.  The
series began in 1978 with the
issuance of the Harriet Tubman
commemorative stamp. To see

the Thurgood Marshall stamp,
visit the Collector ’s Corner at
the Postal Service Web site at
www.usps.com.

While the demand for special
education teachers continues to
grow, experts claim it is becoming
more difficult to recruit and
retain qualified professionals.
That’s a key finding of a report
issued by a leading special educa-
tion advocacy group. The report,
Bright Futures for Exceptional
Learners, states that over 35,000
teachers without appropriate
licenses teach students with dis-
abilities each year, in large part
because funds are not available to
recruit and train qualified teach-
ers. The Council for Exceptional
Children (CEC) works to promote
appropriate professional stan-
dards for special educators. To
learn more about the CEC and
ways to support its goals, visit
www.cec.sped.org.

Mystery writer John Creasey
wrote under 27 different pen
names.

The largest pearl in the world,
the 14 lb., 1 oz. Pearl of Lao-tze
was found at Palawan, Philip-
pines on May 7, 1934.




