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(NAPSA)—U.S. science educa-
tion may be even more important
than many realize for a surprising
reason—security.

A new Gallup survey commis-
sioned by Bayer Corporation finds
Americans are overwhelmingly
cognizant of the critical role sci-
ence and technology (S&T) play in
U.S. security both at home and
abroad, but concerned whether
today’s students have the skills
necessary to produce the science
excellence required for future
homeland security and economic
leadership.

In the Bayer Facts of Science
Education IX, Americans say that
the military and other agencies
assigned to protect us rely heavily
on S&T and that America’s new
emphasis on homeland security
will create new S&T job opportu-
nities for today’s students. At the
same time, they are concerned
that these students are not being
prepared educationally for these
and other S&T jobs. In fact, in
their view, improving pre-college
science and math education is a
major national priority that must
be addressed for both economic
and security reasons. And, they
believe, industry has an impor-
tant role to play in the effort.

“The events of the last two
years clearly have had a profound
effect on the collective American
consciousness. September 11, the
anthrax attacks, the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq and the con-
tinuing terror alerts have given
Americans a keen appreciation for
the role science and technology
play in an aspect of life that is not
always top-of-mind,” said John
Payne, President and General
Manager of Bayer HealthCare
LLC-Animal Health Division,
North America, and Chairman of

Bayer ’s Making Science Make
Sense program—a company-wide
initiative that supports hands-on,
inquiry-based science learning,
employee volunteerism and public
education. “Americans increas-
ingly recognize that science and
technology do not just provide us
with new medicines, better elec-
tronics and hi-tech gadgets. They
are on the front lines along with
first responders, defending and
protecting us and the country.”

In the survey, science literacy
emerges as a powerful tool not only
for professionals engaged in secu-
rity, but for average Americans.
Those polled say it is important for
today’s adults to be science-literate
in order to understand and deal
with potential terrorist threats like
bioterrorism, nuclear terrorism

and cyberterrorism.
How can we ensure a science-

literate American citizenry? The
experts say it begins with quality
science education that starts in
elementary school. They favor
replacing traditional textbook-
based education with hands-on sci-
ence learning that helps students
develop science literacy skills
including critical-thinking, prob-
lem-solving and working collabo-
ratively with others—and Ameri-
cans agree. However, some lack
confidence in elementary school-
teachers’ ability to teach science
compared to other basic subjects
like math, reading and writing. In
an earlier Bayer Facts survey, ele-
mentary schoolteachers them-
selves said science is the subject
they feel least qualified to teach.

How can we ratchet up the
quality of U.S. science education?
Almost all Americans agree that it
is important for companies that
employ S&T workers to play an
active role in improving pre-col-
lege science education.

“With Americans nearly unani-
mous in their views that improv-
ing pre-college science and math
education is a national priority,
and that teaching science in a
hands-on, inquiry-based way is
preferable in today’s complex sci-
entific and technological world,
they’re sending a very strong mes-
sage to those who have a stake in
strengthening the nation’s educa-
tion infrastructure,” said Bayer’s
Payne.

“Now, it’s up to each of the
stakeholders—parents, educators,
legislators and business leaders—
to get involved, support reform
efforts and see to it that change
really does occur.”

For more information, please
visit www.BayerUS.com/MSMS.

In 21st Century, Plenty Of Reasons To Improve U.S. Science Education

Science Education:
Whose Business Is It?

In the Bayer Facts of Science Education IX, 
Americans endorse the following company-
sponsored science education programs:
• Employee-volunteer programs that 
bring scientists, engineers and technicians 
into classrooms to work with students and 
teachers. 
• Internship programs for high school 
students that bring students into 
companies to interact with scientists, 
engineers and technicians.  
• Internship programs for K-12 science 
teachers that bring the teachers into 
companies to interact with scientists, 
engineers and technicians.
• One-on-one mentoring programs that 
match scientists, engineers and technicians 
with middle and high school students.
Conducted by The Gallup Organization

(NAPSA)—There’s a new mes-
sage for people age 55 and over:
Be a volunteer, and ask a friend to
join you.

This call to service is from
Senior Corps of the Corporation
for National and Community Ser-
vice, which has launched a cam-
paign to recruit 100,000 volun-
teers to support and strengthen
their communities. 

The campaign is called “Ask a
Friend, Share Your Volunteer
Spirit.” The goal is two-fold: to
encourage non-volunteers to begin
serving their community and to
encourage current volunteers to
get a friend involved. The primary
reason people volunteer is simply
because they are asked, and
Senior Corps is asking. 

“People age 55 and over have
much to offer through their work
and personal life experiences. We
are asking them to put their valu-
able skills and experiences to good
use to help tackle some of the seri-
ous social problems in our commu-
nities,” said Tess Scannell, direc-
tor of Senior Corps. Scannell
states that the initiative is in
response to a challenge from Pres-
ident Bush in his Call to Service
message to all Americans. 

Volunteering is also good for
the individuals who participate.
Research studies have docu-
mented the physical and emo-
tional benefits of helping others,
which include increased life
expectancy, well-being and life
satisfaction. Volunteering allows
people to develop new skills and
attain valuable employment expe-
rience. 

To begin volunteering or to ask
a friend to volunteer please visit
the campaign Web site at

www.volunteerfriends.org. The
Web site allows individuals to
enter their zip codes and inter-
ests to “match” volunteer oppor-
tunities with their lifestyles. It
also provides helpful resources
for getting friends engaged in
their communities and Spanish
speaking citizens are offered cam-
paign information en español.
And, there is a link to increase the
size of the text, for those who need
it. Individuals without Web access
can call a toll-free number (1-800-
424-8867; TTY 800-833-3722) to
get information about the cam-
paign or sign-up to volunteer.

Currently, more than half a
million Senior Corps volunteers
are engaged in activities such as
tutoring and mentoring children
with special needs, working with
local police and fire departments
to keep neighborhoods safe, help-
ing homebound individuals remain
independent in their own homes,
and building houses for the home-
less. They serve in all 50 states,
the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Make A Difference, Be A Leader: Volunteer

A new campaign is encouraging
people 55 and over to volunteer
their time—and to bring a friend.
Call 1-800-474-8867 or visit us at
www.volunteerfriends.org for
more information.

(NAPSA)—Now that Genera-
tion X is starting to have chil-
dren, new parenting trends are
beginning to emerge. Parents in
their 20s to mid-30s are often
more child-focused and typically
recognize the value of unstruc-
tured play more than their baby
boomer predecessors.

“Free play is an antidote to too
much organization,” says Dr.
Brian Sutton-Smith, a noted psy-
chologist, folklorist, lecturer and
author. “The gradual decline in
time allotted for recess in our
schools, as well as the increase in
structured play activities over the
past few years has been troubling.
I am thrilled that parents are
beginning to embrace the idea
that play does not have to be justi-
fied.” Dr. Sutton-Smith has long
advocated a return to unstruc-
tured play, which he believes is a
necessary and powerful catalyst
for a child’s intellectual, social and
emotional development.

Here are some tips for making
sure your children are playing
enough:

• Watch less television. Stud-
ies have shown that children
spend a lot of time in front of the
TV. Cutting back to only those
shows that offer quality program-
ming can free a good-sized chunk
of time for unstructured play.

• Let kids be bored. Children
need to learn to create their own
fun. Experts say that by using
their natural imagination, chil-
dren will find ways to amuse
themselves—even if the source is
their own daydreams.

• Send your children to play
outside whenever you can. Play-
ing outside promotes more run-
ning around, which helps your
child sleep better at night and
helps battle the obesity epidemic
among America’s youngsters.

• Call a recess. Like adults,
kids need a break from their work.
Unfortunately, many schools have
cut or even eliminated recess to
increase instructional time and
preparation for standardized tests.

One company that recognizes
today’s parents’ changing feelings
and attitudes about the value of
open-ended play is Fisher-Price.
Its products and advertisements
focus on the joys of play for chil-
dren and their parents, giving
parents advice and help to
nurture and enhance their chil-
dren’s play experiences. Because
playing with toys is more than
fun, it’s the way kids learn and
grow. For more information go to
www.fisher-price.com.

Generation X-ers Prefer To Stay Home And Play

Children need free time to play,
laugh and grow.

(NAPSA)—Your dog can suffer
from allergies. Just like in
humans, it’s difficult to identify
what causes an allergic reaction.

“Generally, between five and 15
percent of dogs suffer from allergies
of some kind,” said Russell Muse,
D.V.M., Diplomate of the American
College of Veterinary Dermatology.
“Most dogs with allergies have a
genetic predisposition.”

There are multiple types of
allergies in dogs—some are sea-
sonal and some nonseasonal. The
three main types are:

• environmental allergies
• food allergies
• flea and/or insect allergies
Identifying the Problem

Allergens such as pollen, dust
mites, fleas and certain foods can
trigger allergies in dogs. Chronic
itching is the most common symp-
tom, often leading to redness and
lesions of the skin and pain for
your pooch.

Signs of allergic skin disease
include scratching, biting, chew-
ing, licking and rubbing, espe-
cially of the paws, abdomen and
hindquarters. If your dog seems
uncomfortable and is exhibiting
any of these signs excessively, it is
a good idea to seek help from your
veterinarian.

Humans respond to allergies
differently because the types of
cells that create an allergic

response are primarily located in
the respiratory tract, leading to
coughing, sneezing, etc. 

In dogs, those cells are primar-
ily located in the skin, causing an
external reaction to allergies.

Is Prevention Possible?
At the Animal Dermatology

Clinic in Tustin, Calif., more than
50 percent of Dr. Muse’s patients
suffer from allergies. 

Some dogs undergo food trials
to determine food allergies, and
environmental allergies can
require regular allergy shots. 

Dog owners can help ward off
flea and insect allergies by using

preventive remedies and by min-
imizing exposure to outdoor
pests.

“There is not much you can do
to prevent exposure to airborne
allergens,” said Dr. Muse. “There
are, however, many forms of ther-
apy available for allergic skin dis-
ease, including antihistamines,
fatty acids, topicals, shampoos
and steroids.”

Relief is Here
A new topical steroid spray

called Genesis™ Topical Spray (Tri-
amcinolone acetonide) was ap-
proved by the FDA in 2002 and is
the latest therapy for allergic dogs. 

A study published in the Ameri-
can Journal of Veterinary Research
in March 2002 reported Genesis
Topical Spray “is an effective
treatment in many dogs to reduce
clinical signs of inflammatory skin
disease associated with allergy.”

In the study, the incidence of
side effects was lower than those
associated with systemic steroids.

“There is no other product like
it,” said Dr. Muse. “It is a dilution
of a potent steroid allowing for
fewer side effects. I have been
very impressed with the spray’s
help in controlling some of the
more severe allergic dogs we have
seen in our clinic.”

If you suspect your dog is suffer-
ing from allergies, contact your
local veterinarian. 

Help Your Dog Find Relief From Allergic Skin Disease

Dogs can suffer from a variety 
of seasonal and nonseasonal
allergies.




