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(NAPSA)—Travel. It’s not just
for summer anymore. In fact,
many Americans are finding the
pleasure in traveling during alter-
native seasons, including winter.

States from coast to coast offer
a variety of winter activities—
from snow skiing to water sports,
depending on climate and temper-
ature. But some of the most
unique winter activities can be
found in the East Tennessee
mountain town of Pigeon Forge.

The city is nestled at the
foothills of the Great Smoky
Mountains, so the nearby national
park is a popular destination in
any season. Winter in the park is
especially interesting as the lack
of leaves on deciduous trees offers
extended views to mountain vis-
tas. These views give park visitors
the opportunity to see numerous
forms of wildlife including white
tail deer and wild turkeys.

During the months of January
and February, Pigeon Forge cele-
brates Winterfest with a series of
exceptional events offering visi-
tors unique insights into a variety
of topics. 

Kicking off the New Year is
Wilderness Wildlife Week. The Jan.
10-18 event features more than 80
outdoor experts presenting semi-
nars about the mountains of East
Tennessee. There are a number of
educational and hands-on work-
shops, with several geared specifi-
cally for children. And the cooler
winter temperatures (around 40°F)
make for an invigorating hike in
the nearby national park. Guided
hikes take place from sunup to sun-
down and give visitors the chance
to exercise both mind and body.

Master storytellers from the
Southeast and beyond converge on
Pigeon Forge for the Smoky

Mountains Storytelling Festival.
The 13th annual event takes place
Feb. 5-7 and will feature these
tellers in a series of concerts and
workshops. Suitable for all ages,
this event is both entertaining
and educational. And take a late
night trolley ride into the dark
Pigeon Forge night for a spine-tin-
gling adventure known as Haunts
‘n’ Haints Trolley Tales.

Saddle Up! follows closely on
the boot heels of the storytelling
festival. From Feb. 26-28, Pigeon
Forge brings the “cowboy way” to
East Tennessee with music,
poetry, dancing and more. Baxter
Black, one of America’s premier
cowboy poets, will be a featured
performer, and Wylie and the Wild
West will travel from Washington
to share their traditional and orig-
inal western music. A songwriting
workshop and western dance fill
out the weekend’s activities.

Whether you’re into the great
outdoors, tales of fact and fiction,
or you simply want to be a cow-
boy, you’ll find just what you’re
looking for this winter during
Pigeon Forge Winterfest. For
more information you can call 1-
800-454-5320 or go online at
www.mypigeonforge.com.

Winter: A Season For Tennessee Travel

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, offers
a variety of winter activities for
the whole family to enjoy.

(NAPSA)—Business owners in
search of advantages when com-
peting against larger companies
can reap tremendous benefits by
knowing what software they own
and where it is installed.

But many firms don’t realize
what software asset management
(SAM) can do for them.

Common benefits of effective
SAM plans include increases in
employee productivity and satis-
faction, improvements to business
performance, and reduction of
costs. Software management also
helps keep data safe and provides
peace of mind.

To achieve these advantages,
businesses should establish a
SAM plan consisting of a few
important policies and procedures.

Taking time to make a detailed
software inventory can help most
businesses get ahead. This can be
done manually with the help of
software inventory tools. Knowing
what software you own provides
these advantages:

• Helps ensure that you buy
only what the business needs,
which saves money

• Helps you budget for current
and future technology needs and
spend wisely

• Improves security as a result
of your awareness of what is
installed and where, increasing
protection

• Can help qualify you for valu-
able volume licensing discounts

Companies with just a few
computers can check each manu-
ally with the Add or Remove Pro-
grams tool in the Windows Con-
trol Panel. Businesses with many
PCs can use automated programs
that scan and list the installed
software. The Microsoft Software
Inventory Analyzer does this and
can be downloaded free of charge
at http://www.microsoft.com/msia/.

Next, businesses should match
their software inventory with
related license acquisitions. These

agreements ensure that busi-
nesses receive helpful product
support if problems arise. If busi-
nesses have more software in-
stalled than related licenses, pur-
chases can be made by contacting
an authorized Microsoft software
reseller or visiting http://shop.
microsoft.com/helpdesk/reseller.asp.

Draft a policy for employees to
ensure proper software use, which
helps prevent viruses and unau-
thorized downloads and limits
security risks. Businesses don’t
have time for these headaches.

Determine which departments
will buy new software. A single
source prevents wasting money on
incompatible software or redundant
efforts. Develop a centralized sys-
tem to keep track of what software
is in use. This makes maintaining
inventory accuracy easy and pre-
vents you from buying software you
already own or don’t need.

Finally, develop an ongoing
SAM plan. This helps businesses
plan budgets for technology, train
employees on software to be more
productive and generally better
understand their technology needs.

For more easy tips on SAM,
visit http://www.microsoft.com/
sam/. Information about Microsoft
l icensing can be found at
http://www.microsoft.com/licensing/.

How Managing Software Assets Helps Businesses Win
Simple Steps Aid Businesses by Maximizing the Value of Software

More firms are realizing what
software asset management
(SAM) can do for them.

(NAPSA)—It’s easy for people
to get caught up in the retail rush
and marketing madness of the
holiday season. Parking lots fill
up and checkout lines wrap
through department store aisles.
Children make gift wish lists and
their parents scramble to pur-
chase toys before they disappear
from the shelves.

Considering all the yuletide
lunacy, sidestepping Santa and his
ringing bell on the corner or over-
looking the toy drive box can
become second nature. And for
kids, these charitable opportunities
can slip by completely unnoticed
unless their parents explain the
importance of philanthropy and
include them in the giving process.

Here are a few tips that can
make holiday charity more fun
than anything else on your fam-
ily’s “to do” list:

• Spare Change Challenge:
The Salvation Army Santas have
been ringing bells on street cor-
ners every December since the
1890s. This year, challenge your
kids to contribute a portion of
their allowance to every Salvation
Army Santa they see. Ask them to
keep track of their donations, and
at the end of the holidays, reward
them with a “humanitarian” prize.

• Point-and-Click Donation:
Ever think huddling around the
computer participating in bidding
wars could be just the thing to
further family bonding? Several
charities are now holding online
auctions to benefit their cause—

offering tech-savvy families a
point-and-click alternative to tra-
ditional gift giving. Embassy
Suites’ “Starry Nights” fund-raiser
is in its second year raising money
for the Starlight Children’s Foun-
dation. Celebrity-decorated orna-
ments by stars such as Faith Hill,
Brooke Shields and Derek Fisher
will be sold at www.ebay.com/
starlight December 1-11. Best of
all, 100 percent of the proceeds
benefit Starlight. 

For more information about the
Starlight Children’s Foundation
and “Embassy Suites ’ Starry
Nights , ”  v is i t  www.embassy
suites.com.

• Toy Debate: For more than
50 years, the U.S. Marine Corps
has orchestrated the Toys for Tots
program, donating millions of toys
each year to needy children. As a

family project this year, urge your
kids to research the perfect toy(s)
to purchase for the program. If
you have more than one child and
there is a disagreement, let them
present evidence about why their
selection is the best. Then let a
“toy jury” decide the verdict.

• Food Adventure: Contribut-
ing to a food bank is also a simple
way to help around the holidays.
Treat this effort as a scavenger
hunt. Hide canned goods around
the house, and give clues to help
your kids find each “treasure.”
Then take a day trip to the food
bank with the canned goods, and
arrange for your kids to see how
the organization operates. Most
establishments will be glad to
explain the process to youngsters.

• Friends Field Trip: Helping a
charity during the holidays (or any
other time) doesn’t necessarily
require money. Many hospitals and
nursing homes—as well as soup
kitchens and shelters—are more
than happy to have parent/kid vol-
unteers. You can also recruit a few
other parents and kids to make the
volunteer time a group, neighbor-
hood or community activity.

So this holiday season, when
you’re making a list and checking it
twice, add in some time to show
your kids how simple it is to help a
good cause. They might not fully
grasp “goodwill toward men,” but
some kids will understand philan-
thropy if they think a man in a red
suit knows when they’ve been bad
or good. 

Tips To Make Kids More Nice Than Naughty

Holiday ornaments decorated by
celebrities such as Brooke
Shields are available in an online
charity auction.

(NAPSA)—If you’re feeling a
little stressed out this holiday sea-
son, you have lots of company. For
millions of Americans, the thought
of driving to the mall and search-
ing endlessly for a parking spot,
only to face maddening crowds
and long waits at the register,
puts a damper on their holiday
cheer. Happily, one website, Shop-
ping.com, has come up with a
solution to help put the fun back
into holiday shopping! 

Shopping.com is a new compar-
ison shopping service that has
quickly become Santa ’s Little
Helper for many shoppers. Inter-
estingly, Shopping.com is not a
store; it is a website that uses the
power of information to provide
people with everything they need
to make the best shopping choices
in seconds. 

This means you can find help-
ful and unbiased reviews from
other shoppers, complete and
accurate price details on millions
of products, as well as rankings on
thousands of stores, without rely-
ing on pushy salespeople or
incomplete information. With just
a few quick clicks, shoppers can
easily find, compare and buy vir-

tually any product they want.
The service also helps those

who don’t know their PlayStation
from their Xbox. This means that
if you’re after anything from an
MP3 player to a blender, you can
just type in a product name and
Shopping.com will do the work for
you. It will even tell you if the
item is out of stock before you buy
it, so you won’t see disappointed
faces on Christmas morning!  

The Shopping.com comparison
shopping engine was designed to
help you quickly and easily zero in
on what you want, even if you’ve
never shopped online before and
are unsure of how to start.

Simply put, the new service
allows gift givers to avoid the
crowds and shop from the comfort
of their own homes, all while enjoy-
ing a glass of eggnog. To learn
more, visit www.shopping.com.

Santa’s Little Comparison-Shopping Helper

EASY SMART SHOPPING—A site
that’s not a store, but rather lists
products’ prices and reviews, is
growing in popularity.

(NAPSA)—Experts agree that
knowing what to expect can help
prospective parents prepare for the
big event and minimize fears.
Traditionally, parents-to-be have

turned to their families, friends,
health care providers and books to
find out what to expect. Today, Web
sites help untangle some of the mys-
tery behind parenting with cus-
tomized, up-to-date information and
the chance to connect with other
expectant or new parents in com-
munity chat rooms. Now, one site
even offers a video series shown on
the computer that covers pregnancy,
childbirth and life with a newborn
from the point of view of real moms
and dads in real situations. It is
available as part of BabyCenter Plus
at www.babycenter.com.




