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(NAPSA)—Holiday entertain-
ing is right around the corner, and
a new coat of paint on the living
room and dining room walls is one
of the least expensive ways to give
your home a whole new look be-
fore company arrives.

Paint professionals offer these
tips for a great-looking paint job: 

• The key to a professional
looking paint job is in the prepara-
tion. That includes filling and fix-
ing the nail holes, cracks and div-
ots in your walls. To begin, you
need the right tools and materials:
a putty knife, spackling paste, self-
adhesive backing material, fine
(100-grit) sandpaper, and in some
cases a sanding block and utility
knife. In addition, companies that
make wall repair products, like
DAP, now offer wall repair patch
kits that include most of the tools
and materials you’ll need.

• High-quality products make
for a high-quality finish. This is
true even of spackling paste. Inex-
pensive spackling will flash paint
and shrink or crack when dry, ruin-
ing an otherwise perfect paint job.
So spend the extra money to get a
high-quality spackling, such as
DAP’s Crackshot® spackling paste.

• Thoroughly clean the surface
of the repair site, getting rid of any
loose paint, wallpaper, loose dry-
wall, dust or dirt. For nail holes,
cracks and small divots, use the
putty knife to fill the area with
spackling, smooth and let dry.
When dry, check for any shrinkage
and fill again if needed. Once dry,
lightly sand the repaired area to
make it level with the surrounding
area. For larger holes in dry wall,
cut self-adhesive backing material
to cover the hole, place on the hole
and apply spackling paste.

• Always make sure that the
spackling is completely dry before
you paint. Painting on wet spackle
usually means you’ll have to reap-

ply spackling and repaint. One
way to avoid this problem is with
DAP’s DryDex® dry time indicator
spackling paste. It goes on pink
and dries white, taking the guess-
work out of when to paint.

• A really good finish to a room
usually involves some caulking.
Caulking the cracks between floor
molding and wall or ceiling mold-
ing and wall completes the wall
preparation and quickly elimi-
nates drafts and unsightly gaps.
For this, use a good acrylic latex
caulk that can be painted. If you
want the beauty of the surface to
shine through without painting,
DAP has new AlexPlus® Crystal
Clear caulk that seals gaps and
dries crystal clear.

Whatever you are looking to
paint this fall to get ready for
company, be sure and take the
steps to clean and prepare all sur-
faces. Even the professionals take
from two to four days to properly
prepare, prime and paint your
average room.

For more help with your wall
repair questions, you can call DAP
seven days a week at 1-888-DAP-
TIPS (1-888-327-8477) or go to
www.dap.com.

A Professional-Looking Paint Job: It’s In The Preparation

It’s important to prepare a wall
before painting, with the help of
spackle and caulk.

Great Gifts Under $25
(NAPSA)—With a little help,

you can stuff your favorite stock-
ing and still have enough money
left over for your own pocket. The
trick is to mix originality with
humor and then match the gift to
the loved one. Here’s a preview of
the list:

For food lovers: A Funnel
Cake Maker ($19.99), gumball
machine ($19.99), Jell-O Pudding
Pops Maker ($24.99) and a King
Leo Peppermint Hot Chocolate
Set ($19.99). 

For pet lovers: Musical dog
Santa suit ($19.99).

For fitness lovers: Nike knit
cap ($15), Bratz Sizzling Skate-
board ($17.99) and Lil Champ/Lil
Angel Bauer Ice Skates ($24.99).

For music lovers: Ameri-
can Idol Game ($21.99), pen radio
($14.99) and handheld touch
screen organizer/radio ($19.99).

You can find all these items in
the JC Penney Christmas 2003
Catalog. For more information,
cal l  1 -800-222-6161 or  v is i t
www.jcpenney.com. 

IT’S ALL IN THE ANTLERS: Rock
around the Christmas tree with a
musical Santa suit for dogs that
plays carols from its antlers.

(NAPSA)—Helping to nurture
the nation’s children may be eas-
ier thanks to a new resource.

America’s Promise, a national
nonprofit alliance of communities
dedicated to building the charac-
ter and competence of our nation’s
youth recently announced the
launch of its Five Promises Check-
list, an online resource for adults
seeking to have a positive impact
on a child’s life.

The Checklist provides tips,
tools, research and resources for
fulfilling the “Five Promises” that
every child needs in his or her life:

1. Ongoing relationships with
caring adults;

2. Safe places with structured
activities during non-school hours; 

3. A healthy start;
4. Marketable skills through

effective education; and
5. Opportunities to serve the

community.
The Checklist supplies concrete

actions and steps for adults to
take who make the commitment
to nurture a child and fulfill one,
or all, of the Five Promises. The
actions and resources included are
tailored to age-appropriate needs
for different stages of youth devel-
opment. Additionally, the Check-
list provides a list of organizations
and other resources that can help
individuals carry out the actions.

“Given the unprecedented chal-
lenges facing young people today,
there is a tremendous need for
adults to participate actively in
their lives,” said Carolyn Berkowitz,
senior vice president of community
mobilization for America’s Promise.
“The Five Promises Checklist is a
how-to guide through the stages of
a child’s development that shows
caring adults how, with the same

amount of love and time, they can
increase significantly the impact
they have on a child’s life.”

The Checklist is a valuable
resource for any caring adult,
youth development professional or
volunteer working with kids. “As
Girl Scout councils around the
country recruit new volunteers,
they’re placing special emphasis
on engaging women 18 to 29 years
old to respond to what our adoles-
cent girls tell us they seek in advi-
sors and mentors,” said Dr. Har-
riet Mosatche, senior director of
research and program for the Girl
Scouts of the USA. “The Five
Promises Checklist can be an
important tool for these volun-
teers by providing them with
valuable guidance they can use
with the girls they work with.”

Those interested in spearhead-
ing the local effort in their com-
munity should contact America’s
Promise at 703-684-4500 or
local@americaspromise.org.

The Checklist is available free
of charge, 24-hours-a-day, seven
days a week at www.americas
promise.org/checklist or call 1-
800-55-YOUTH.

Helping Kids Grow Up Healthy And Strong

The Checklist helps individuals link
to what children need and the
resources that help them.

(NAPSA)—Experienced cooks
know that a few simple garnishes
—a dollop of whipped cream or a
carefully placed mint leaf—can
raise a simple dessert from grand
to gourmet. This holiday season,
you can create show-stopper
desserts with a simple recipe for
elegant, delectable sauces made
with classic candies.  

Using some of one confec-
tioner’s most popular candies as
the base, the sauces can be made
in a matter of minutes with a few
simple ingredients. How you serve
them is up to you, but not even
your guests will know how easy
the sauces are to make.  

Imagine warm Pixie Sauce
drenching a scoop of ice cream
with its heavenly combination of
chocolate, buttery caramel and
crunchy pecans. Drizzle Mint
Meltaway Sauce on warm-from-
the-oven brownies. For a lighter
finale, try coconutty Trinidad
Sauce atop fresh fruit. Eggnog
Cream Sauce served over cheese-
cake, ice cream or buttery pound
cake makes a smashing—yet—
simple seasonal dessert. 

For something very different,
ring in the New Year with a fon-
due party featuring your favorite
sauces and bite-sized dippers of
angel-food cake, butter cookies,
melon or strawberries.  

Fannie May Dessert Sauces
Yield: 1 cup

1/2 pound Fannie May® Mint
Meltaways® (24 pieces)

Or Eggnog Creams® (15
pieces) 
Or Trinidads® (16 pieces)
Or Pixies® (9 pieces)

1/4 cup heavy cream
1 Tablespoon light corn

syrup

Place Fannie May candy in
a microwave-safe bowl with
heavy cream and corn syrup.
Heat on high for 11/2 minutes.
Stir with a wire whisk until
smooth. Store unused sauce in
refrigerator. Reheat sauce in
the microwave. 

For more  recipes, including
Pixie Bar Cookies,  Trinidad
Coconut Macaroons, Mint Melt-
away Chocolate Mousse, Mint
Meltaway Cookies and Eggnog
Cream Cheesecake, visit
www.fanniemay.com or send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope
to: ATTN: Marketing Depart-
ment, Archibald Candy Corpora-
tion, P.O. Box 6939, Chicago, IL
60680.

Holiday Baking

(NAPSA)—When you get down
to it, a good roof is all that stands
between your home and family
and the damaging rain, snow, and
wind of winter.

To keep a sound roof over your
head, inspect your roof twice a
year to stop damage before it
starts. Here are some hints on
what to watch for:

1. Leaky, inadequate or deterio-
rated flashing (the metal used to
seal bends and joints around
vents, skylights, chimneys and so
on) can lead to water damage in
the house. Look for holes, tears or
buckling in the flashing. Experts
estimate more than 90 percent of
roofing leaks occur in these areas. 

2. Next, look for any damaged,
loose or missing shingles or any
that have blistered or buckled. 

3. Make sure shingles are
firmly secured and sealed to the
roof, especially around the roof
edge where wind, driving rain and
ice dams (when water freezes and
backs up under the roofing sys-
tem) can do a good deal of damage. 

4. Inspect and clean gutters,
leaders, window wells and drains
of all leaves and debris and make
sure gutters are firmly secure to
the house. Direct downspouts
away from the foundation and
clean them of any debris. 

5. If you see any dark, “dirty-
looking” areas on your roof it
could mean algae growth.

Keeping a good roof means
starting with quality materials

and keeping up with an effective
maintenance program done by a
professional roofing contractor.
This can save you time, money
and trouble, prevent costly repairs
and prolong the life of your roof.

A free service that helps home-
owners find a qualified roofing
contractor is available through
GAF Material Corporation, North
America’s largest roofing manu-
facturer. Call 1-888-LEAK-SOS or
visit www.gaf.com.

Get Your Roof Ready For Rough Weather

To help prevent leaks, moisture
seepage and decay problems,
check your roof for weak areas.

(NAPSA)—The 2003 Spherion®

Emerging Workforce® Survey con-
ducted by Harris Interactive on
behalf of Spherion Corp. reveals a
surprisingly confident workforce

poised to seek new jobs as soon as
opportunities arise. As a result,
organizations could be saddled
with turnover costs estimated at
$55,000 per departing employee
or as much as $590 billion over a
two-year period. The 2003 Sphe-
rion Emerging Workforce Survey
is the third in a series conducted
to provide a comprehensive look
at the changes in the American
workforce in the context of ongo-
ing social and economic events.
Spherion Corporation provides
recruitment, technology and out-
sourcing services. To learn more,
visit www.spherion.com.




