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(NAPSA)—In America today,
almost half of all fourth graders
read below the basic level. If chil-
dren are not confident that they
can learn to read by the fourth
grade, evidence shows that they
are much more likely to drop out of
school and be limited to lower-pay-
ing jobs throughout their lifetime. 

In light of these staggering sta-
tistics, Hadassah, the Women’s
Zionist Organization of America,
with the generous support of Veri-
zon, has created a training video to
give volunteers the tools they need
to start tutoring with confidence.
The video and manual are part of a
nationwide Read*Write*Now!
Partners Tutoring Program.
Hadassah sends volunteers into
the schools to provide at-risk chil-
dren with the support and motiva-
tion they need to improve reading
and writing skills that will help
them succeed in life. The skills are
easily acquired with these materi-
als and can fully prepare even
those without experience in liter-
acy training or working with kids.

“There are few things as valu-
able in this world as the smile on a
child’s face when his or her reading
skills finally click,” said June
Walker, National President of
Hadassah, which with 300,000
members is the largest women’s
organization in the U.S. “Learning
to read happens at a different rate
for each child and schools cannot
always devote the time necessary
for individual training. That’s why
volunteers are so critical to the
well-being of our country and its
children.”

Here are some of the program’s
tips for teaching children to read
that can be used in a formal tutor-

ing program or while coaching
your own child:

• Be patient and quiet while
waiting for the child to respond.
Don’t  ever interrupt a child
while he is reading, thinking or
answering.

• When encouraging a child to
read, begin with “duet reading.”
Adjust your reading speed so the
two of you are completely in uni-
son. If the student is trailing you,
choose easier material to boost
his confidence.

• For reluctant readers, try
“echo reading.” You read first and
the student repeats. 

• If a student struggles over a
word, allow four seconds for a
response.

• When reading is finished,
always give the child praise.

Training videos/DVDs and
tutoring manuals are available
to colleges and universities for
Work-Study programs. They are
also available to individuals who
would like to start tutoring
groups and can be obtained
from Hadassah at community
outreach@hadassah.org.

Volunteers Get Help Teaching Kids To Read

Volunteers can get the tools they
need to tutor with confidence.

(NAPSA)—The odds of encoun-
tering road rage may be higher
than you think. 

According to a recent survey by
Farmers Insurance Group, more
than 10 percent of drivers admit
they have intentionally cut off
other drivers or have wanted to
force them off the road during the
past year. Fortunately, there are
are ways drivers can avoid becom-
ing victims of such dangerous dri-
ving habits.

Aggressive driving such as
speeding, tailgating, unsafe lane
changes, failing to signal intent to
change lanes or other forms of
negligent or inconsiderate driving
often escalate into what has com-
monly become known as road
rage.

Road rage is defined as an
assault with a motor vehicle or
other dangerous weapon by the
operator or passenger(s) of one
motor vehicle on the operator or
passenger(s) of another motor
vehicle, or is caused by an inci-
dent that occurred on a roadway
and is considered a criminal
offense.

According to the survey, most
road rage occurs among younger
drivers. Nearly half (48 percent) of
respondents who said they had
shouted or gotten into a honking
match with another driver were in
the 18 to 34 age group, which also
ranked highest among those who
said they had cut off another driv-
er or felt like forcing them off the
road (16.5 percent). 

Farmers recommends the fol-
lowing tactics to avoid becoming a
victim of road rage.

• Always use your indicators
when changing lanes or merging.

• Be courteous. If another dri-
ver is signaling to change into
your lane ahead of you, let him.

• Ignore drivers who make
angry gestures at you. Separate
yourself from them if possible.

• If a vehicle is tailgating
yours, attempt to change lanes
and let it pass.

• If you are being followed,
drive to a nearby crowded public
place and call for help or drive to
a nearby police station. You can
also alert police via a cell phone.

• Never provoke another driver. 
“Highway safety officials say

that aggressive driving and road
rage are very similar to impaired
driving,” said Jeff Beyer, senior
vice president for Farmers Insur-
ance Group. “Motorists should try
to distance themselves and their
passengers from these perpetra-
tors quickly, but safely.”

For more information about
Farmers, visit www.farmers.com.

What You Need To Know About Road Rage

If you see another driver showing
signs of road range, safely dis-
tance yourself.

A Holiday Gift Of Hope
(NAPSA)—From a warm coat

for a child here in the U.S. to safe
drinking water in Africa—there
are many ways to give a gift of
hope this holiday season.

Thanks to an innovative catalog,
you can choose from over 120 gifts
that can help families in need
worldwide. 

The catalog—a project of World
Vision—includes providing better
health to a community through
the gift of clean water and nour-
ishing food to children who suffer
from malnutrition. 

It’s also possible to provide
everything from animals to shel-
ter, medicine and educational
materials. The gifts can be given
in your name or in that of a friend
or family member.

To learn more, visit www.world
visiongifts.org or call 1-888-511-
6511.

World Vision is a Christian re-
lief and development organization
dedicated to helping children and
their communities worldwide real-
ize their full potential by tackling
causes of poverty.

NOURISHING HOPE—A unique cata-
log lets you give a gift of health
to children living in poverty. 

(NAPSA)—Perhaps you’re a
home’s first owners or maybe you’re
the fifteenth. Either way, you can
get a jump start on your new place
before moving day by following
these tips: 

1. Start a notebook for the
new house. Jot down items to
purchase or activities to handle.
Include eye-catching fabric and
color samples, favorite window
product brochures and quotes
from movers. 

2. Sketch a floor plan of your
new home when you don’t have
blueprints. Record measurements
of rooms, windows, closets and
doors in your notebook. Use mea-
surements or blueprints to make a
“to scale” floor plan and determine
your furniture placement for mov-
ing day. Your movers will love
your organization. 

3. Donate furniture, cloth-
ing and accessories that no
longer suit you—why bother pack-
ing and moving them?

4. You will want to decorate
your windows for style, com-
fort and practicality. Go from
room to room and ask yourself:

A. How will I use the room and
how much light does it get? Plan
on diffused light for living and
dining rooms, hardworking win-
dow treatments and ventilation in
the kitchen, and light control to
prevent glare on computer and
television screens. Think safety in
kids’ rooms, privacy in the master
suite and humidity-tolerance in
bathrooms.

B. How important are privacy,
security and sound absorption? Is
there a nearby neighbor or a busy
street? Are windows easily acces-
sible? Is traffic or public space
something to be considered?

C. Are there valuable furnish-
ings that need protection from the
sun’s UV rays? 

D. Do you need to insulate
your windows against winter
cold and summer heat?

5. Replace floor coverings
or clean carpets before furnish-
ings arrive if a house was previ-
ously occupied so that everything
is fresh and new.

For more information, call 1-
800-274-2985  or  v i s i t  www.
hunterdouglas.com.

Movin’ On In: Tips For A Smooth Move

First things first: For privacy, security, light control and comfort, how
to dress the windows should be one of the first decorating decisions
movers make in their new homes.

(NAPSA)—Roll ’em. That’s what
many women’s groups are doing to
raise a bundle for charity. They’re
putting on their very own Hollywood-
style film festival. Lunafest™, the
national touring film festival of short
films by, for and about women, is
sponsored by Luna, The Whole
Nutrition Bar for Women. The fes-
tival lets local do-gooders give local
film lovers a taste of what the
Sundance and Cannes Film Festivals
must be like.

Held as benefits in cities across
the nation through the sponsor-
ship of a local woman’s organiza-
tion, Lunafest also raises aware-
ness of, and contributions for, the
Breast Cancer Fund. The touring
film festival is rapidly becoming
the premier national platform for
emerging women filmmakers.
Each year, it  features short films
from women filmmakers focusing
on a wide array of topics of inter-
est to women. The films are
thought-provoking, sparking
excellent ideas and discussions,
and many of them have garnered
awards at other prestigious festi-
vals around the world. 

As in previous years,
Lunafest’s 5th annual touring fes-
tival covers a wide range of topics.
Among this year’s selections are
films dealing with senior sex, the
battle for perfection, child care
and menopause. The 2005 selec-
tions include:

“Backseat Bingo,” by Liz
Blazer:

An animated documentary
about the romantic lives of senior
citizens. 

“One Weekend A Month,” by
Eric Escobar:

Meg, a busy single mom,
receives a phone call telling her
that her National Guard unit will
be activated for duty in Iraq in two
weeks. She struggles to figure out
who will take care of her children. 

“Tahara,” by Sara Rashad:
Amina, an Egyptian housewife

in Los Angeles under pressure
from her mother, must decide
whether to circumcise her daugh-
ter or abandon the tradition.

To learn more about how you
can host Lunafest in your commu-
nity, visit www.lunabar.com/
lunafest.

Film Festival Showcases Women’s Issues

In “Tahara,” an Egyptian house-
wife in Los Angeles must decide
whether to keep or abandon a
cruel tradition.  

The jack rabbit may be named
for the jackass, because its ears
resemble that of a donkey.

In 1964, golfer Norman Manley
achieved consecutive holes-
in-one on a course in Saugus,
Calif.—and both holes were 
par-4s.




