
2

(NAPSA)—The good news:
There are no bad breeds of dog. 

The bad news: Even the best
dog can bite. In fact, it’s esti-
mated by the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association that
some 4.7 million Americans are
bitten every year—and most of
them are children.

The better news: There are
steps you can take to nip this
problem in the bud as far as your
family is concerned.

• According to the Humane
Society, it can help to spay or
neuter your dog.

• You also have to socialize
your dog so he or she is comfort-
able with many different types of
people and situations. Make sure
everyone in the house under-
stands training techniques and is
part of the training process. Teach
your dog the right way to behave.
Don’t teach him or her to chase or
attack others, even in fun. Your
dog can’t always understand the
difference between play and real-
life situations.

• Watch how your dog behaves
with other animals. Aggression
there may lead to problems with
people. You may want to get pro-
fessional help.

• Take the dog to a veterinar-
ian regularly. Dogs who are not
feeling well or plagued by pests
and parasites may be more
inclined to bite. Don’t let your dog
roam alone or spend a lot of time
alone in the yard. Try not to sur-
prise your dog. Fear or overexcite-
ment may lead to biting.

• Let your dog eat in peace.
Dogs can get defensive at the
food dish. They can feel that way
about their own special toys, too.
Don’t disturb any dog caring for
puppies.

• Be careful when playing with
a dog. Dogs may get too enthusi-
astic during wrestling matches or

tug-of-war games.
• Respect a dog’s space. Dogs

tend to defend their territories.
• Learn to interpret your dog’s

moods and look for signs of
aggression such as barking, growl-
ing, showing teeth, ears laid back,
stiff legs or hair standing up on
his or her back.

• Never leave a baby or small
child alone with a dog and teach
young children not to approach
strange dogs without asking the
owner’s permission.

• If you are threatened by a
dog, remain calm. Don’t scream. If
you say anything, speak calmly
and firmly. Avoid eye contact. Try
to stay still until the dog leaves or
back away slowly until the dog is
out of sight. Don’t turn and run.

• If you do get bitten, call
your doctor,  wash the wound
gently with soap and water, ban-
dage the wound and apply
antibiotic ointment.

To learn more about pets and
kids from the experts at Novartis
Animal Health US, Inc., visit
www.growingupwithpets.com.

Dog Bite Basics

If your puppy ever nips you while
playing, respond with a sharp
yelp (even if it doesn’t hurt) to
teach him that putting teeth to
humans is not allowed. 

(NAPSA)—Over 200,000 women
and 1,200 men will receive a diag-
nosis of breast cancer this year. In
the U.S. alone, every two and a half
minutes, breast cancer invades an
individual’s life. Every 12 minutes,
someone loses the battle against the
disease. 

How can a simple pair of slip-
pers make the final dreams and
wishes of patients with metastatic
breast cancer come true?

An opportunity has been cre-
ated through a partnership be-
tween the Dearfoams Company
and Making Memories Breast
Cancer Foundation—a foundation
that helps metastatic breast can-
cer patients create memories with
their families and friends. 

Dearfoams has designated
Making Memories its official Pink
Ribbon charity and has created
exclusive pink ribbon slippers for
the cause. Portions of the proceeds
from the sale of each pair of pink
ribbon slippers will benefit the
nonprofit foundation. 

The partnership has also created
“National Slipper Day.” Businesses
of all sizes can get involved by ask-
ing employees to contribute two dol-
lars each to wear their favorite pair
of slippers at work on October 26th.
All the money donated will go
directly to Making Memories.
Employees can wear their own slip-
pers, or go a step further and pur-
chase one of the pink ribbon styles.

The slippers are available at

www.dearfoams.com, Sears and
Bon-Ton stores nationwide and
will also be sold at Making Memo-
ries’ “Brides Against Breast Can-
cer, Nationwide Tour of Gowns.”
With over 32 bridal shows across
the country, brides-to-be can find
the gown of their dreams while
helping make cancer patients’
wishes come true.

In addition to advancing breast
cancer awareness, Making Memo-
ries educates the public about the
vast resources and support avail-
able to individuals and families who
bear the burden of breast cancer. 

For more information, visit
www.makingmemories.org. If you
would like to request a Slipper Day
kit for your business, please e-mail
us at marketing@rgbarry.com or
call 800-301-1800.

Slip Into Something That Makes A Difference 

Sales of these special pink slip-
pers will help a nonprofit organi-
zation fulfill the wishes of
patients with metastatic breast
cancer. 

(NAPSA)—Americans spend
some $200 billion on home remod-
eling a year, according to the
National Association of Home
Builders. One way to feel confi-
dent that your share of that
money is being well spent is to
leave home—at least as far as the
curb, anyway. Then look back at
your property and try to see it as
a prospective buyer would. A few
things to look for include:

• Mold and mildew stains,
which can make the exterior of
your home appear dirty and
unattractive.

• A properly paved walkway.
To make a graceful entrance, it
should be at least three feet wide
and gently curved.

• Enough lighting to keep your
home safe and show off its good
looks when the sun goes down.

• Lovely landscaping. Trim
bushes and keep the grass mowed.

• Outdoor furniture that’s in
good condition. Repair or repaint
as necessary.

• A good exterior paint job.
To help homeowners preserve

the overall ambience and func-
tionality of their outdoor spaces,
Behr developed a new kind of
exterior coating designed to save
both time and money. It doubles
as paint and primer in one, to
form a liquid safeguard that can
preserve the exterior finish for
years to come. 

Behr Premium Plus Ultra™

Exterior Paint uses NanoGuard®

paint technology, an interlocking
molecular structure that offers a
denser, more durable paint film.

When dry, the paint forms an
extra-protective shell that resists
damage from sunlight, moisture,
stains and dirt. It offers an en-
hanced mildew-resistant finish
and is simple to clean up with just
soap and water. This innovative
formula also helps to block out
damaging UV rays by providing a
tighter, more evenly dispersed
paint coating.

The technology used in Behr
Premium Plus Ultra paint also
eliminates the need for special
primers and know-how when coat-
ing metals, nails, sealing knots,
tannic woods, alkyd paints and
other problem materials. It’s avail-
able in over 2,000 colors in flat,
satin enamel or semi-gloss sheens
exclusively at The Home Depot
and can be coordinated, previewed
and sampled by using ColorSmart
by Behr at www.behr.com. 

Helping Your Home’s Curb Appeal

A new patent-pending formula-
tion makes paint molecules stick
together better for a longer-last-
ing coating.

(NAPSA)—Preparing your
child for the new school year
involves more than buying the
latest fashions, supplies and
high-tech gadgets. 

It also requires doing a little
“homework” before the term
begins to make sure your child
has the necessary math and read-
ing skills and the self-confidence
needed to master assignments
and problem solve independently. 

Mary Mokris, Ph.D., of Kumon
Math and Reading, suggests the
following tips for a successful
transition back to school.

Praise your children daily.
Let them know that you believe in
them, you think they are special
and you have confidence in them.
Help them to break long-term goals
into smaller goals that they can see
themselves achieving. Let your
children know that you recognize
and value their efforts, not just
their final accomplishments.

Focus on the positives. Talk
to your children about their sum-
mer. Reflect on the new skills they
gained that are needed to be suc-
cessful in life, such as indepen-
dence, responsibility, perseverance
and time management. This can
be a good time to discuss how
these skills will help them succeed
in school. 

Set up a study area for your
child. Create an area that is well
ventilated and well lit. Be sure it’s
equipped with all necessary sup-
plies, such as a dictionary, a the-
saurus, pens, paper, markers, scis-
sors, etc. Keep the study area free
of distractions, such as TV, stereo
or telephone.

Establish a consistent
homework routine from the
start. Schedule daily homework
times so they become a part of

your family’s routine. This also
helps children to see that home-
work is a priority in your home. 

Get acquainted with your
child’s teachers and keep the
communication open. Discuss
goal setting with both your child
and the teacher. This parent-
teacher-child partnership will be
instrumental in the development
of healthy homework habits,
which will in turn help children
have a successful school year.

Enroll your child in an after-
school enrichment program.
Give your child the extra help
needed to brush up and excel in
math and reading skills. Experts
say programs such as Kumon can
help children build confidence and
gain the skills needed to advance in
their grade level.

Since 1958, Kumon Math and
Reading has helped children
strengthen math and reading
skills, increase self-confidence and
develop study skills.

To learn more or to schedule a
free placement test, contact 1-800-
ABC-MATH or visit www.kumon.
com.

Getting A Head Start On The School Year

Experts say enrolling your child
in an after-school enrichment
program can give him or her the
extra help needed to master math
and reading skills.

How IT Certification Helps
(NAPSA)—For information

technology (IT) professionals, cer-
tification can have a number of
benefits, from higher salaries to
stronger reputations. For the
companies that hire certified pro-
fessionals, this adds up to better
standing in the marketplace—and
a better overall experience for
customers.

Microsoft, the world leader in
software, services and solutions,
understands the importance of IT
certification and has one of the
most robust programs in the
world. To that end, the technology
giant has chosen Prometric, a
global leader in technology-
enabled testing and assessment
services, for the total global deliv-
ery of its professional certification
exams.

“In a time when demand is
growing for IT certifications,” said
Lutz Ziob, general manager for
Microsoft Learning, “it is very
important to us to deliver the best
possible certification program and
consistent testing experience for
our customers.”

“We have recently seen a
strong resurgence of the IT certifi-
cation market in general and in
candidate demand for quality,
dependable testing programs,”
added Michael Brannick, presi-
dent and CEO of Prometric. “And
we are thrilled by Microsoft’s deci-
sion to rely on Prometric for its
global testing needs.”

On behalf of over 400 clients in
the academic, professional, gov-
ernment, corporate and informa-
tion technology markets, Promet-
ric offers a fully integrated testing
system that includes test develop-
ment, test delivery and data man-
agement capabilities. To learn
more, visit www.prometric.com.

***
I travel not to go anywhere, but
to go. I travel for travel’s sake.
The great affair is to move.

—Robert Louis Stevenson
***

***
Thanks to the Interstate
Highway System, it is now pos-
sible to travel across the coun-
try from coast to coast without
seeing anything.

—Charles Kuralt
***

***
A good traveler has no fixed
plans, and is not intent on
arriving.

—Lao Tzu
***

***
Travelers never think that they
are the foreigners.

—Mason Cooley
***




