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(NAPSA)—When it comes to
deterring crime, family matters. 

Research indicates that young
people are more likely to steer clear
of gun crime if they are aware of
the negative ways in which it can
affect their families. This finding
may be a greater crime deterrent
than the threat of incarceration or
even death, according to a study
conducted by Boston-based ad
agency Mullen. 

Now, a new set of public service
advertisements (PSAs) launched by
the U. S. Department of Justice in
partnership with the Ad Council
may use those findings to help curb
gun violence among youth in Amer-
ica. The PSAs target at-risk youth
ages 14 to 25 and are part of the
Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN)
initiative, a nationwide commit-
ment to reduce gang and gun crime.
PSN helps to create safer communi-
ties through heightened coordina-
tion and cooperation among federal,
state and local law enforcement and
the community.

The new television, radio and
outdoor PSAs illustrate the conse-
quences that innocent people face
when a family member commits a
crime and conclude with the
tagline “Gun Crimes Hit Home.”
They were created pro bono by
Mullen.

The radio spots feature testimo-
nials from offenders who are cur-
rently in prison, speaking about
how their incarceration has affected
their families. The lives of family
members are often characterized by
emotional pain, loneliness and
financial hardship. The television
PSAs demonstrate that the family
of a child who goes to jail for a gun
crime experiences an emotional
pain similar to that felt by families

who have lost a child to injury or
death.

Despite progress in the fight
against gun crime in America,
gun-crime rates continue to be
among the highest in the industri-
alized world. In 2005, for example,
guns were used in more than two-
thirds of the 16,700 homicides and
in an estimated 420,000 nonfatal
violent crimes in the country. 

Furthermore, 31 percent of all
homicide victims were 13 to 24
years old, and these teenage and
young adult victims were four
times more likely to be murdered
with a gun than with all other
weapons combined.

Peggy Conlon, president and
CEO of the Ad Council, says the
new PSAs are a continuing effort
to change that. 

“This poignant advertising
speaks directly to the mind-set of
potential offenders, and I believe it
will have a significant impact,” she
says. 

To view the new PSAs, visit
www.Adcouncil.org.

A New Approach To Cutting Gun Crime Rates

A new campaign shows the con-
sequences that families face when
a youth commits a gun crime. 

A Look At Eyelid Hygiene

(NAPSA)—Though you may
not be focused on how hygienic
your eyelids are before you have
eye surgery, maybe you should be.
That’s because proper lid hygiene
plays such an important role in
preventing bacterial organisms
from causing blepharitis, an
inflammation of the eyelid caused
by too much bacteria in the eyelid.

The good news is that patients
and surgeons have a new option to
aid them in the effort to reduce
the problem that results from
excessive bacterial colonization in
the eyelid. 

The treatment,  called SteriLid,
has been shown to be tough on
bacteria, while gentle enough to
maintain the protective natural
oils on the skin. Unlike lid scrubs,
SteriLid comes as an easy-to-use
foam cleanser that patients can
apply with their fingertips to
wash their eyelids and the sur-
rounding skin.  

“We see this treatment filling a
tremendous unmet need for
patients who have blepharitis, dry
eye or who are scheduled to
undergo an invasive eye proce-
dure such as cataract surgery,
Lasik surgery or intravitreal
injection,” said Dr. Jeffrey P.
Gilbard, founder of Advanced
Vision Research.

To find out more, ask you doc-
tor or visit www.theratears.com. 

“Bacterial overgrowth on the eye-
lids is present in blepharitis, and
it is believed these bacteria pro-
mote inflammation,” said Dr. Jef-
frey P. Gilbard. “Now we can
reduce the bacterial overgrowth.”

Crafty Ideas
(NAPSA)—If you love to craft,

but find traditional projects a bit
old-fashioned, a new series of craft
books offers numerous patterns
and ideas for edgy and contempo-
rary designs.

The “Not Your Mama’s” series
from Wiley delivers beginning to
intermediate lessons for budding
and experienced crafters alike in

a quirky and
clever writing
s t y l e .  E a c h
design is rated
from the ridicu-
lously simple to
the sublimely
complex, with
estimated cost
and the neces-

sary skills needed to create it.
Titles include:

• “Not Your Mama’s Beading:
The Cool and Creative Way to
String ’em Along,” by Kate Shoup
Welsh;

• “Not Your Mama’s Crochet:
The Cool and Creative Way to Join
the Chain Gang,” by Amy Swenson;

• “Not Your Mama’s Knitting:
The Cool and Creative Way to Pick
Up Sticks,” by Heather Dixon;

• “Not Your Mama’s Stitching:
The Cool and Creative Way to
Stitch It to ’Em,” by Kate Shoup
Welsh; and

• “Not Your Mama’s Felting:
The Cool and Creative Way to Get
It Together,” by Amy Swenson.

These enjoyable new books can
give you some crafty new ideas. To
learn more, visit the Web site at
www.wiley.com/go/notyourmamas.

by Debbie Mumm, 
artist and designer

(NAPSA)—For a fresh look this
holiday season, consider these Top
10 Decorating Tips:

1. Sophistication = Consis-
tency of Color and/or Theme.
For a sophisticated look, use a two-
color palette. Traditional green and
ivory look fantastic next to a mel-
low brick fireplace. Stars make a
great recurring theme with star
wreaths on the wall and star
votives on the mantel.

2. Mix Fresh and Faux.
Don’t hesitate to mix faux green-
ery with fresh greenery. The cen-
terpiece of a fresh garland can be
a faux arrangement of silvery
leaves and pinecones.

3. Sparkle
A - p l e n t y .
Sparkle is part of
the fun of Christ-
mas. Four ele-
ments of sparkle
are  mirrors ,
glass,  candle-

light and beads. Mirrored trees, a
beaded wreath, metallic candle-
holders and glass containers filled
with colorful balls all add pizzazz.

4. Highs and Lows of Deco-
rating. Arrange elements at dif-
ferent heights to make an inter-
esting and inviting display. Vary
the sizes and shapes of similarly
colored items.

5. Personalize. Whether it’s
embroidered names or initial
ornaments on the stockings or
grandpa’s handmade napkin hold-
ers on the Christmas Eve table,
keep Christmas personal.

6. Begin at the Door. Set the
scene for the holiday in the entry-
way. It doesn’t take much—some
greenery for the candle sconces, a
beaded place mat to ground a
group of gold candlesticks, some

shiny votives and metallic trees—
to create a welcoming entry.

7. Use What You Have.
Dress the sideboard with red and
green napkins or use one to cover
the base of a small tree. An
everyday tray can hold an assort-
ment of vases in holiday colors. 

8. Be Inventive. I have a
glass terrarium that sits on my
hearth and is frankly too heavy
and awkward to move—so I just
dress it up for the holidays. A
beaded garland around the roof
and a small poinsettia inside
make the terrarium into a Christ-
mas decoration.

9. Make It
Quick. For
quick pillows,
use fusible web,
ribbon, wool
and a striped
fabric. Most of
the work can be
done with an iron to create quick
holiday accent pillows. 

10. Light Up the Night. Put
outside lights on timers so your
house is all lit up when you come
home.

You can learn more decorating
tricks and find fun projects online
at debbiemumm.com.

• As Creative Director and
CEO of Debbie Mumm, Inc.,
Mumm heads an organization
with a highly successful licensing
program, as well as a publishing
division specializing in quilting
and home decorating books.

Top 10 Decorating Tips

(NAPSA)—An online shopping
site has been created to help con-
sumers survive one of the busiest
shopping days of the year. The
site, called www.ShopLocal.com/
BlackFriday, features holiday
sales alerts and gift ideas to help
shoppers prepare for the day. 

**  **  **
Your credit card may offer

extra discounts or loyalty points,
so that great deal you find will
continue to reward you. Capital
One cardholders can check out
the Saving Zone at Yahoo! Shop-
ping—shopping.yahoo.com—
where items are discounted up to
40 percent.

**  **  **
The publicly traded company

War Eagle Mining (TSX:
WAR/Pink Sheets: WARGF) has
attracted investor interest by pur-
suing germanium—an increas-
ingly rare metal that is in high
demand. To learn more, visit
www.wareaglemining.com.

**  **  **
Many women do not think the

IUC is as effective as other meth-
ods of contraception in preventing
pregnancy, but an IUC, such as
Mirena, is more effective than the
pill, with a failure rate of less
than 1 percent, which is similar to
that of sterilization.

**  **  **
Test Tube Aliens are interac-

tive toys that have children nur-
turing and caring for their very
own aliens and learning life skills.
They have been awarded The
National Parenting Center’s 2007

Seal of Approval. To learn more,
visit www.testtubealiens.com.

**  **  **
The National Center for Miss-

ing & Exploited Children has
helped to resolve thousands of
missing children cases. If your
child is missing or you have
information about a missing
child, call 1-800-THE-LOST®. You
can learn more online at
www.missingkids.com. 

**  **  **
Fans of Dora the Explorer can

check out Fisher-Price’s Let’s Get
Ready Vanity. Girls get styling
with Dora as they use the van-
ity’s blow-dryer, crimper and
other accessories, or play with a
Dora whose hair they can style.
Visit www.fisher-price.com.

**  **  **
One of the world’s largest stu-

dent science competitions is ask-
ing students to choose a current
technology, then imagine what
the technology might be like in 20
years. Winning students receive a
$10,000 U.S. Savings Bond. Learn
more at the Web site www.explo
ravision.org.

***
Faith is not a storm cellar to
which men and women can flee
for refuge from the storms of
life. It is, instead, an inner force
that gives them the strength to
face those storms and their con-
sequences with serenity of
spirit.

—Sam J. Ervin, Jr.
***

***
Faith is building on what you
know is here, so you can reach
what you know is there.

—Cullen Hightower
***

***
Faith is the little night-light that
burns in a sickroom; as long as
it is there, the obscurity is not
complete, we turn towards it
and await the daylight.

—Abbé Henri Huvelin
***

***
Faith is the soul’s adventure.

—William Bridges
***




