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(NAPSA)—Almost five years
after Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated the Gulf Coast, Volunteers
of America continues to build
much-needed affordable housing
for locals and welcome back resi-
dents displaced by the storm.

In the aftermath of Katrina,
Volunteers of America created the
“Coming Back Home” initiative
with a commitment to create more
than 1,000 units of affordable
housing in the Gulf Coast area. In
partnership with the Major
League Baseball Players Trust
and other major donors, the orga-
nization also established the
Rental Housing Development
Fund, which will be used to
develop affordable rental housing
in the region.

The first newly constructed
community in this initiative, The
Terraces on Tulane, recently wel-
comed its first residents. The com-
munity offers 200 affordable
apartments for seniors and is
located in New Orleans’ Mid-City
neighborhood. For many, moving
into their new apartments was a
joyous homecoming and a chance
to reconnect with old neighbors
and friends. 

“I’m so excited I can’t wait,”
said 74-year-old Alice Blue, who
after Katrina was evacuated to
the New Orleans Convention Cen-
ter, then to Austin, Texas and
finally to California, where her
brother lives.

Founded in 1896, Volunteers of
America is the largest nonprofit
provider of affordable housing in
the United States. Nationally, Vol-
unteers of America provides hous-

ing to more than 11,000 families
and 8,000 senior households, and
is committed to increasing the
supply of permanent affordable
rental housing for working fami-
lies in greater New Orleans.

Elsewhere in New Orleans, the
organization started construction
on the Chateau Carre Apart-
ments—a rehabilitated, mixed-
income housing development with
150 one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments. The project is being
funded in part by a block grant
from the Louisiana Recovery
Authority and the Office of Com-
munity Development.

In 2007, the organization also
reopened The Duvernay Resi-
dence on Canal Street, which pro-
vides 70 single-room occupancy
units to people transitioning from
life on the streets to permanent
housing.

In southern Alabama and Mis-
sissippi, Volunteers of America is
building affordable single-family
houses that feature steel frames
and other innovations that allow
these homes to withstand hurri-
cane-force winds.

For more information, visit
www.VolunteersofAmerica.org.

Volunteers Of America Builds Homes 
So Gulf Coast Residents Can Return Home

The Terraces of Tulane, a newly
constructed community, wel-
comes back many seniors dis-
placed by Hurricane Katrina.

***
Before I got married I had six theories about bringing up chil-
dren; now I have six children, and no theories.

—John Wilmot
***

***
The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child
is the teacher.

—Robert Brault
***

***
Your children need your presence more than your presents.

—Jesse Jackson
***

***
Don’t worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are
always watching you.

—Robert Fulghum
***

***
It behooves a father to be blameless if he expects his child to be.

—Homer
***

***
If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some
responsibility on their shoulders.

—Abigail Van Buren
***

***
The nose of the bulldog has been slanted backwards so that he
can breathe without letting go.

—Winston Churchill
***

***
The quickest way for a parent to get a child’s attention is to sit
down and look comfortable.

—Lane Olinghouse
***

***
Each day of our lives we make deposits in the memory banks of
our children.

—Charles R. Swindoll
***

***
You don’t really understand human nature unless you know why
a child on a merry-go-round will wave at his parents every time
around—and why his parents will always wave back.

—William D. Tammeus
***

A favorite for snacks, smores and piecrust, the graham cracker
was developed in 1829 by the Rev. Sylvester Graham. The true gra-
ham cracker is made with graham flour, which is a coarsely ground
wheat flour. 

It’s estimated that travel and tourism is a $1.6 trillion in dustry in
the United States.

***
If you want your children to
improve, let them overhear the
nice things you say about them
to others.

—Haim Ginott
***

***
Making the decision to have a
child is momentous.  It is to
decide forever to have your
heart go walking around out-
side your body.

—Elizabeth Stone
***

***
Always kiss your children good-
night—even if they’re already
asleep.

—H. Jackson Brown, Jr.
***

***
Parenthood: that state of being
better chaperoned than you
were before marriage. 

—Marcelene Cox
***

***
Whatever thrift is, it is not
avarice. Avarice is not gener-
ous, and, after all, it is the thrifty
people who are generous.

—Lord Rosebery
***

Author Mark Twain held three
patents—one for garment straps,
one for a scrapbook with adhe-
sive-coated pages and one for a
game to help children remember
history.

A Dutch striking is when a
clock chimes every hour on the
half-hour, but with a different
tone from when it chimes on the
hour. Got that?




