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(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for those who feel they waste too
much time on laundry day, wait-
ing for their dryer to catch up
with their washer.

Innovations in sensor technol-
ogy make it possible for a washer
and dryer pair to work better
together to deliver clean clothes in
a timely manner.

While consumers may be aware
that sensors exist, many are still
skeptical when it comes to how
they can get the machines to “do
what they do.”

According to a recent Whirlpool
Corporation survey conducted
online by Harris Interactive®, 84
percent of U.S. adults who do
their laundry recognize that their
clothes dryers have sensors, but
40 percent of those surveyed con-
fessed that they were still skepti-
cal when it comes to believing the
dryer is able to know how long it
takes to dry clothes.

Here is a quick look at how
these sensors work—and how to
find a washer/dryer pair that fits
your laundry needs.
Washer Sensors—Maintaining

Water and Suds Levels
Getting the best clean most effi-

ciently from a washer can be par-
tially attributed to the use of sev-
eral sensors within the machine.

The motor is able to measure
the size and weight of the laun-
dry load to determine the correct
spin cycle speed. The spin speed
then determines how much water
is extracted from the laundry,
which helps reduce final drying
time by minimizing the moisture
in the load before it even hits the
dryer.

Pressure sensors measure water
level, ensuring laundry loads have
the appropriate amount for a thor-
ough washing, whether it is a small
load or laundry for a family of five.

Dryer Sensors—Preventing
Wrinkles and Overdrying
With the help of sensors inside

the machine, dryers are able to
safeguard while drying.

“Look inside your dryer and
there are two small stripes a few
inches long near the lint screen.
These are sensor bars,” says Don-
ald Erickson, Engineer of Fabric
Care Technology at Whirlpool.

“They measure the moisture
content remaining in the load, and
determine how much time the
load should tumble based on the
dryness level selected. Typically,
you want 4 percent moisture to re-
duce wrinkles and protect against
overdrying.”

It’s Automatic
Sensors are designed to

activate when each cycle begins.
This means consumers can trust
that their clothes are protected
and they don’t have to overcom-
pensate with more water or
dryer time than needed. Sensors
make it possible for consumers to
get back to life and let their
washers and dryers take care of
the laundry.

To learn more, visit www.
whirlpool.com.

Laundry 101—Making Sense Of Sensors

Innovations in sensor technology
make it possible for a washer and
dryer to work better together to
deliver clean clothes in a timely
manner.

(NAPSA)—It’s almost tax time.
Whether you love it or dread it,
there are ways to make doing your
taxes easy and painless.

First, gather your tax docu-
ments and information. You’ll
need W-2s from your employer,
receipts, a copy of last year ’s
return and any 1098s and 1099s.
Avoid forgetting something impor-
tant by using a tax return check-
list at www.taxact.com/checklist.

Next, take a few minutes to get
informed. Tax law changes every
year, especially in recent years.
Taxes have a major impact on
your personal finances—why not
have a basic understanding of
them to make sure you’re getting
all your money? You also don’t
want to miss out on the several
tax breaks that expire after 2011.
Getting informed is as easy as
reading a brief section called
“What’s New for 2011” in IRS
Publication 17 at www.irs.gov.

Third, prepare your return
online or download software and
use a free solution. Why pay if you
don’t have to? Do a little research
about free solutions to make sure
your situation is covered. You can
try online products risk-free, so
take a couple for a test-drive.
Many experts consider TaxACT to
be the most complete free tax
product.

Tax preparation solutions
walk you through every step,
from start to finish, at your pace.
They’re designed for users who
know a lot about taxes and those
who know nothing about them.
Top solutions provide free tax
help and back your results with
several guarantees. If you’re
thinking about changing solu-
tions or filing for the first time,
TaxACT in particular makes the
transition easy with data import
and fast start options.

Electronically file your return.
E-filing is easy, convenient and
safe. It’s also the only filing
method that allows you to receive
confirmation from the IRS when

your return is received and
processed.

Getting a refund? Select direct
deposit. Combined with e-file,
you’ll receive your refund in eight
to 10 days, rather than six to
eight weeks for a check.

Fourth, don’t procrastinate.
The IRS filing deadline for 2011
tax returns is April 17, 2012. You
could lose money from errors due
to rushing, including typos and
missed tax benefits. If you’ve
experienced major life changes
during the year, allot some extra
time to make sure you get all your
tax benefits.

Need more time to file?
Request an automatic six-month
filing extension by filing IRS
Form 4868. Keep in mind, a filing
extension does not extend your
time to pay, so pay as much as
possible by April 17, 2012. Fail-
ing to pay on time results in
penalties and interest that could
increase your tax bill by more
than 25 percent.

If you can’t afford to pay what
you owe, the IRS offers help. Call
the agency to discuss installment
plans, payment options, extended
time to pay and other assistance.

More tax time tips can be found
at www.irs.gov. Learn about Tax-
ACT and start your free federal
return at www.taxact.com. You
can also visit www.taxact.com/
taxinfo for a list of key tax law
changes.

Tips For Eliminating Errors And Stress At Tax Time

Simple strategies for making tax
time easier and faster.

(NAPSA)—It can be easier to
cope with a situation if you talk to
someone who shares your unique
point of view—and that’s espe-
cially important for blinded veter-
ans. To reach out to other blinded
veterans and their families, six
U.S. Armed Forces veterans with-
out sight recently traveled to the
United Kingdom.

Project Gemini, a joint effort of
the Blinded Veterans Association
and St Dunstan’s, took the veter-
ans, four of them blinded in recent
combat operations, across the
Atlantic Ocean for six days of edu-
cational exchange and the sharing
of friendship, knowledge and in-
sights with their British comrades.

The project obtained its name
from the transatlantic telecommu-
nications cable that stretches from
England to the United States.
Project Gemini created an oppor-
tunity for blinded veterans to
meet in a relaxed environment
and, formally and informally,
exchange ideas and views regard-
ing the best ways to support vet-
erans who have lost their sight.

Subjects of discussion were
rehabilitation and readjustment
training, vision research and
adaptive technology for the blind.

“During the week, we shared
helpful hints about coping with
blindness and the ‘war stories’
that are part of the adjustment
process,” said Tom Zampieri,
director of government relations
at BVA. “We compared the British
veterans’ health care system with
the American system operated by
the Department of Veterans Af-

fairs and its dozens of component
medical centers, outpatient clinics
and veterans homes throughout
the country.”

Project Gemini is an outgrowth
of Operation Peer Support, a BVA
program begun in 2006 that
brings together veterans of recent
conflicts with those who have lost
their sight in Vietnam, Korea or
during World War II. The pro-
gram’s objective is to provide Iraq
and Afghanistan veterans and
their families with examples of
and opportunities to interact with
men and women who have led
happy and prosperous lives de-
spite their blindness.

Chartered by the U.S. Con-
gress in 1958, BVA links veterans
with the services they’ve earned.
Membership is open to all legally
blinded veterans who have served
in the U.S. military. Membership
is not required for veterans to
receive assistance, which is free of
charge. For more information, call
BVA at (800) 669-7079 or visit
www.bva.org.

Project Gemini Opens New Doors

Blinded U.S. veterans shared
friendship and insights with
British comrades during week-
long visit in the U.K.

Growth Starts At The STEM
(NAPSA)—To become more com-

petitive in the all-important science
and technology fields, today’s young
people start at the “STEM”—Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and
Math education, that is.

This hot-button acronym has
long been the hallmark of the
Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision pro-
gram, the world’s largest K–12
annual science competition, cele-

brating 20 years of motivating stu-
dents to excel in STEM.

Students work in teams of two
to four to envision innovative and
useful future technologies that
could make the world a better
place. The four first-place teams
each get a $10,000 U.S. Savings
Bond and second-place winners
each receive a $5,000 bond.

More than 287,000 students
have participated in ExploraVision,
which is sponsored by Toshiba and
administered by the National Sci-
ence Teachers Association, and
serves as an integral part of science
curriculums in schools throughout
the U.S. and Canada.

For an application, visit www.
exploravision.org or e-mail to explora
vision@nsta.org. Follow on Twitter
@ToshibaInnovate and www.Face
book.com/ToshibaInnovation. The
deadline is February 1, 2012.

Research has shown young stu-
dents motivated in science tend to
maintain that interest in later years.

(NAPSA)—Improving the com-
munication between clinicians and
patients can be an effective way to
improve the quality of health care.
That’s the basic idea behind a new
initiative designed to encourage bet-
ter communication between clini-
cians and patients. Learn more at
www.ahrq.gov/questions.

* * *
For healthy skin in cold weather,

top New York dermatologist
Dr. Meghan O’Brien recommends
Physicians Formula Anti-Aging Deep
Wrinkle Corrector Day & Night
Cream and Physicians Formula
Moisture Balance Hydrating Eye
Cream, found exclusively at Walmart.

* * *
To learn about living well with

diabetes, visit the National Dia-
betes Education Program website
at www.YourDiabetesInfo.org or
call (888) 693-NDEP and ask for
the 4 Steps to Control Your Dia-
betes. For Life. brochure or Help a
Loved One with Diabetes tip sheet.

* * *
At the Columbia University

Medical Center, experts are con-
ducting clinical trials and compil-
ing scientific research on holistic
and integrative therapies, includ-
ing dietary supplements such as
AHCC, vitamin D, lycopene, saw
palmetto and genistein combined
polysaccharide (GCP).

(NAPSA)—When properly recy-
cled, a variety of hard plastics can
be turned into clothing items. This
not only reduces waste in landfills,
but also produces unbelievable tex-
tures, fabrics and garments. For
more information on sustainable
fashion, visit www.plasticsmakeit
possible.com.

* * *
Strayer University, an accred-

ited, 119-year-old university, pro-
vides high-quality, postsecondary
education for working adults. Class-
es meet at night or on weekends,
classroom and online instruction can
be combined and tutoring is free.
Learn more at www.strayer.edu and
(888) 378-7293.

* * *
With help from HP technology,

many community colleges and other
schools can provide the computing
and other equipment their students
and faculty need while staying within
their increasingly tight budgets.
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