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(NAPSA)—Cookie baking is one holiday tradition that most of us are
reluctant to give up, even if it means making just one special cookie.
Since kids love to help with holiday projects, plan now to set aside one
weekend afternoon and bake beautiful snowflake-shaped cookies that
can be used as tree ornaments or as gifts for favorite teachers.

Sparkling Snowflake Cookies were developed in the Quaker Kitchens
to be extra-easy. A packaged cake mix limits the number of ingredients
needed to five, and these are mixed by hand in a single bowl. Rolled
oats add a naturally nutty flavor to these buttery cookies.

SPARKLING SNOWFLAKE COOKIES
About 21/2 Dozen

1 pkg. (18.25 oz.) white cake mix
1/2 pound (2 sticks) butter, softened
1 large egg
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups Quaker oats (quick or old-fashioned, uncooked)

Assorted sugars, candy sprinkles, decorator icing

Heat oven to 350°F. In large bowl, combine half the dry cake
mix with butter, egg and vanilla; mix thoroughly with large
spoon. Stir in remaining cake mix and oats; mix well. Divide
dough in half. On well-floured surface using a well-floured
rolling pin, roll each half 1/8 to 1/4-inch thick. Cut dough with 3-
inch snowflake or other large holiday cookie cutter. Place
about 1-inch apart on ungreased cookie sheets. Sprinkle with
sugar, if desired. For ornaments, poke a hole at the top of each
cookie with drinking straw. (Repeat immediately after baking
if hole closes.) Bake 6 to 8 minutes or just until set (centers
may still be soft). Carefully remove to wire rack; cool com-
pletely. Decorate unsugared cookies with frosting and sugar or
candy sprinkles.

Trim The Tree With Snowflake Cookies

(NAPSA)—You don’t need to be
gifted to unwrap new kinds of
family fun this holiday season—
just creative. From making holi-
day cards and gifts to holding
decorating parties and holiday
family cook-offs, there are a num-
ber of activities that can help you
and your whole house ring in the
season with smiles and laughs.

The good news is you don’t
have to do a lot of shopping
around for fun ideas. You can find
them in newspapers, magazines,
on TV and online. For example,
FamilyFun.com offers a number of
holiday suggestions in its “Activi-
ties and Crafts” section, like the
ones that follow: 

Get Crafty
Families can make Baby-Sock

Snowmen to decorate their homes.
The project is easy enough for a
kindergartner to do with help, but
can be fun for older children as well. 

• Fill the foot of a baby sock
with batting, tie it shut just above
the ankle and trim off the cuff.

• Divide the sock into a body
and head by tying ribbon (the
scarf) around it.

• To make the hat, gather a
colored sock together at the ankle
and tie it with string. Leave
enough string for a hanging loop.
Cut off the foot, roll up the edge of
the sock like a stocking cap and
glue it on the snowman sock.

• Glue small buttons on the
snowman’s chest and draw his eyes
and mouth with a marker. Cut a
one-inch piece of pipe cleaner and
poke it in for the nose. For ear-
muffs, wrap a piece of pipe cleaner
around the head and tuck it under
the hat. Glue on mini pompoms for
ears. To see the adorable snowmen,

go to www.familyfun.com.
After you’ve made your snow-

men, celebrate with a delicious
holiday treat.

Cook Up Fun
This recipe for Mock Toffee

Bars took first place in the Web
site’s cookie contest. Here’s how to
make it:

Ingredients
Saltine Crackers
1 cup brown sugar
Pecan pieces
1/2 cup butter
12 oz. chocolate chips

Line cookie sheet with foil; but-
ter heavily. Place crackers side by
side to cover cookie sheet, salted
side up. Combine butter and
brown sugar and cook until it boils
and bubbles (3 to 4 minutes). Pour
over crackers and bake 7 minutes
at 375°F. Remove from oven and
sprinkle with chocolate chips.
Spread chocolate with a spatula.
Sprinkle with nuts and press into
chocolate with a spatula. When
cool, break into pieces and serve.

For more holiday craft and
homemade gift ideas, visit the
Web site www.FamilyFun.com.

Simple “Homemade” Holidays

A Taste Of Holiday Fun—Mock
Toffee Bars are an award win-
ning, easy-to-make holiday treat.

(NAPSA)—Music lovers are
finding it’s possible to give new
life to old favorites.

That’s because a new software
—called a digital music manage-
ment tool—makes it possible to
play, organize, edit and restore
music, while creating audio and
data CDs on a Windows PC. The
music captured with this device
can also be downloaded to a
portable player.

In practical terms, picture
being able to resurrect your copy
of some Muddy Waters vinyl clas-
sic, followed by a little Hank
Williams, a Charlie Parker tune
or two or some Stravinsky—all
without any of the clicks and
scratches that vintage records
tend to acquire over the years.

Now picture being able to
legally download a track by Radio-
head or Coldplay or rare record-
ings of Sousa marches from a site
such as MP3.com and mix it all
together—complete with auto-
matic fade-ins and fade-outs on
each cut—and then store it on a
CD or MP3 player.

The software—called Cakewalk
Pyro 2003—makes it possible for
even the technically challenged to:

• Burn professional-quality
CDs of  favorite songs,

• Quickly convert CDs into
MP3s, WAV or WMA files,

• Back up valuable files to a
data CD,

• Convert LPs and cassettes
into CDs or digital files,

• Clean audio to remove clicks,
crackles, pops, hiss, and hum from
LPs, cassettes, and low quality
MP3s,

• Copy individual songs or
entire albums,

• Locate and organize the
music files on your PC,

• Create mixes and smooth
transitions by overlaying and
cross-fading songs,

• Get superior sound quality
with 64-bit EQ, and

• Instantly download song
titles and artist information from
Gracenote/CDDB for thousands of
commercial CDs.

An added plus is that most of
these functions can be executed
us ing  c l i ck -and-drag  mouse
moves.

Pyro 2003 is said to work with
virtually all Windows-compatible
CD-R and CD-RW Drives.

Founded in 1987 and based in
Boston, Massachusetts, Cakewalk
is an industry-leading provider of
software for creating music and
sound on the desktop.

Pyro 2003 has an estimated
price of $39.00. To learn more,
visit the Web site at www.cake
walk.com.

Technology Breathes New Life Into Old Records

0New software that transforms
old musical treasures into cur-
rent pleasures makes an afford-
able gift for music lovers.

(NAPSA)—For those who expe-
rience a rush of emotions on the
anniversary of a trauma such as
the September 11th terrorist
attacks, or at any time, Mothers
Against Drunk Driving (MADD)
suggests that there are ways to
help people cope with their grief.
One is to honor differences in
trauma reaction. Your way is not
the only way. Respect the differ-
ent ways in which people cope
and help them channel energies
into positive activities. Another is
to make a donation of time or
money to a victim service organiza-
tion or plant a tree or perennial in
memory of someone. More trauma
recovery tips can be found at
www.madd.org, www.ncvc.org,
www.pomc.org or www.try-nova.
org.

Newly introduced Monitor
1800 Series Jetted Shower™
technology (only available from
Delta Faucet company) is easily
retrofitted to existing conven-
tional half-inch plumbing, but
provides the user with an
enhanced experience. This
shower innovation combines
directionally adjustable body jets
with a two-function showerhead.
This is a significant upgrade from
a standard shower at a fractin of
the cost of a custom system.
Unkile typically underused
whirlpools and custom systems,
the Jetted Shower technology
allows for an enjoyable experience
every day. To find out more about
shower technology, go to
www.deltafaucet.com or visit your
local home center.

***
Taking joy in life is a woman’s
best cosmetic.

—Rosalind Russell
***

***
Do not accustom yourself to use
big words for little matters.

—Samuel Johnson
***

***
Nothing is particularly hard if
you divide it into small jobs.

—Henry Ford
***

(NAPSA)—The next time
you’re down in the dumps because
it looks like your chances of a
well-running plumbing system
have gone down the drain, con-
sider a few facts from experts.

• Some liquid drain cleaners
can, over time, literally “eat” the
metal in the pipes below. 

• Attempts to avoid clogged
drains by using liquid cleaners or
a mixture of baking soda and
vinegar on a preventive basis may
make your drain smell good, but
won’t really help.

• Slow and clogged drains, can
usually be fixed within a minute or
two with the help of a simple, inge-
nious product that’s flexible enough
to be easily pushed through pipe
bends. With a minimum of turning
and twisting, it can relieve clogs
created by hair, grease, and food. 

The device’s small but efficient
angled tip has 56 small barbs that
grab at the clogging material. It
will either pull the clog out, or
tear it apart so that running
water will rinse it out through
your plumbing. In most cases,
there is no need to even remove
the drain cover before use. It
works on all types of drains—in
sinks, bathtubs, and showers. 

Called the DrainStick™ and
usually retailing for less than four

dollars, the two-foot long device
can get to “90 percent of all com-
mon clogs,” reports Chuck Mintz,
one of its designers and COO
Superior Tool Co., of Cleveland,
Ohio. 

After use, the drain unclogger
can be wiped clean, bent into a
circle for storage, and hung out of
sight for future use.

The DrainStick is marketed
under both the Superior and Stan-
ley brand names. It is available at
Lowe’s, True Value and Ace Hard-
ware stores. For more information,
see www.DrainStick.com.

Clear Drains With Little Strain

Clear drains don’t have to be
a pipe dream. Unclogging them
may be easier than many people
realize.




