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(NAPSA)—Eas-
ter will soon be upon
us and nothing sig-
nifies this festive
holiday more than
bunny rabbits and
tasty treats. Com-
bining these two
favorites, why not
turn up the heat on
Easter entertaining
with a fun new twist
on dessert for friends
and family, young
and old: The 
EASY-BAKE Easter
Bunny Cake. Unlike
decorative hard-
boiled eggs, this
Easter-themed
treat is sweet on
the inside and
out. And, it’s
easy to make,
just pull out
your EASY-BAKE
Oven! Here’s how:

EASTER BUNNY CAKE

Ingredients:
• 2 EASY-BAKE Yellow Cake

Mixes
• 2 EASY-BAKE white frost-

ing packets (one included with
each EASY-BAKE cake mix) or 1
canister of white frosting 

• White and pink construc-
tion paper 

• 1 bag of shredded coconut
• Various candy (suggest

gum drops, hard candies and
licorice)

Directions:
• Bake and cool two EASY-

BAKE Yellow Cake mixes by fol-
lowing package instructions 

• Create bunny ears out of
construction paper by cutting
one large circle out of white con-
struction paper and one smaller
circle out of pink construction
paper (see diagram). Paste pink
ears onto center of white ears,
let dry and place at top of a plate.
(can use remaining paper from
circle as a bowtie if desired, can
also replace the construction
paper with an EASY-BAKE cake to
create edible ears and bowtie).

• Prepare white frosting
according to instructions,
stack and frost cakes and
place top of cake on bottom of
bunny ears 

• Sprinkle coconut on
entire cake as fur 

• Make a nose using gum-
drops

• Use hard candy to com-
plete eyes and nose 

• Use rope licorice to create
whiskers and hard candy for
teeth

• Enjoy with friends and
family!

Creating this Easter Bunny
Cake is a fun activity for the
family or perfect way for kids to
pass the time on a playdate or on
their own. Now, a delectable
dessert that looks and tastes
great is just a hop, skip and
EASY-BAKE Oven away!

This is the first in a series of
holiday themed treats from
America’s favorite cooking toy. Be
on the lookout for additional
tasty ideas in the months to fol-
low or visit www.easybake.com to
see what’s cooking. For further
information on EASY-BAKE, call
1-800-255-5516. 

Hop To It! Bunny Cakes Are A Fun New Easter Twist 

SCRUMPTIOUS—This Bunny Cake
is sweet inside and out…and it’s

“easy” to make!

(NAPSA)—Understanding the
ever-changing tax laws can be frus-
trating and costly for many Ameri-
cans. Unclaimed credits or deduc-
tions cause taxpayers to overpay
taxes by an average of $400 each,
according to a report by the Gen-
eral Accounting Office. For many
people, extra cash may be just an
amended tax return away.

The Internal Revenue Service
allows taxpayers to file amended
returns originally filed within the
last three years. Whether you con-
sult a tax professional or are a do-
it-yourselfer, being aware of all
the tax breaks you’re entitled to
means you’ll get to keep more of
your hard-earned money.

Here are some suggestions
from H&R Block to help you make
sure you haven’t paid too much:
Estimate Your Liability—It’s a
good idea to calculate your esti-
mated taxes at the beginning of
and during the year. Use a with-
holding calculator, such as the one
at www.hrblock.com, to help you
accurately estimate your refund
or balance due, and then adjust
your withholding accordingly.
Look For Occupational De-
ductions—Many professions, in-
cluding teaching and law enforce-
ment, qualify for special deductions,
such as professional dues and
membership fees, subscriptions to
professional magazines and con-
tinuing education expenses.
Get Advice From a Profes-
sional—Many taxpayers aren’t
aware that they qualify for tax
credits or specialized deductions.
A tax professional can help you
take advantage of some of the
most frequently missed deduc-
tions and credits, making sure you
retain or get back as much of your
money as possible. Some examples
include: 

• The Earned Income Credit
(EIC)—a tax credit for lower
income workers, which can
net taxpayers as much as
$4,140.

• Mortgage interest—though
often overlooked by taxpay-
ers, this is fully deductible.

• Job-hunting expenses—un-
employed taxpayers may de-
duct expenses incurred dur-
ing a job search, which may
be particularly relevant this
year given the higher unem-
ployment rate.

• Charitable contributions—
when tracked, you can deduct
the entire amount donated
from your taxes owed, up to
federal and state limits.

• Itemized deductions—tax-
payers should check to see if
itemizing their deductions is
more advantageous than tak-
ing a standard deduction. 

Double Check Past Returns—
If you believe you have overpaid
on a tax return in the last three
years, you may be able to get your
money back. 

H&R Block offers the Double
Check Challenge, a free profes-
sional review of previously filed
returns aimed to identify missed
tax breaks. Taxpayers who took
the Double Check Challenge in
2003 and filed an amended return
received an average refund of
more than $1,500. 

“We have found refund money
for taxpayers that ranged from
$1,000 to $151,000 due to missed
deductions or credits,” said Rick
Rodenbeck, managing director for
a division of H&R Block. “Tax
breaks help, but only if they are
understood and claimed. We want
to make sure taxpayers are receiv-
ing every tax benefit allowed by
law.” 

Taxpayers Leave Millions Of Dollars Unclaimed

(NAPSA)—It’s one thing to get
someone a great gift. It’s another
to get that gift to them on time.
You can avoid long lines by ship-
ping Tuesday through Saturday.
Mondays are often busiest, as
shoppers hurry to send off their
weekend purchases. Find a car-
rier that offers Internet shipping,
which lets you select the speed of
service desired, pay by credit
card, and then print the proper
shipping label on a regular sheet
of paper from the comfort of
home. Some offer other features
to make holiday shipping more
convenient as well. At UPS.com,
for instance, once your package is
sealed and labeled, you can either
schedule a pickup or drop it off at
a convenient shipping location.
For more information on what a
shipping company can do for you,
go to www.UPS.com or call 1-800-
PICK-UPS. 

According to a recent survey
conducted by the American Ken-
nel Club (AKC) and The Iams
Company, nine of 10 dog owners
feel their dogs would benefit from
more one-on-one time with them.
And, almost 50 percent said their
dogs actually watch TV. With this
in mind, ideas for a “doggie date
night” begin to take shape. Start
by choosing a program that will
entertain you both: the
AKC/Eukanuba National Cham-
pionship , airing on Animal
Planet, Jan. 31 at 8 p.m.
(EST/PST). To find out more
about the AKC/Eukanuba
National Championship, visit
www.akc.org or www.iamsco.com.

Verizon payphones offer
tremendous values for callers. For
example, if you have spare
change, most Verizon payphones
across the nation offer untimed,
unlimited local coin calling for 50
cents, regardless of how long you
talk. In New York City, on busy
street sidewalks, callers usually
make quick local coin calls. With
that in mind, Verizon has priced
these calls at 25 cents for four
minutes. If you do not have
change and need to make a long
distance collect call, Verizon
offers a discounted long distance
collect service called 1-800-USE
THE VZ (1-800-873-8438), which
can save the collect-called party
over 20 percent on automated
interstate collect calls.  

(NAPSA)—Students now ret-
urning to school can learn toler-
ance, self-esteem, diversity and
teamwork through the Game Face
Educational Outreach Program, a
nationwide character education
program geared toward middle
school-age children. MassMutual
Financial Group is offering the pro-
gram free to schools and youth pro-
grams. The educational program is
devoted to raising awareness of the
successes women and girls have
achieved in athletics and to cele-
brating the favorable impact that
participation in sports can have on
our lives. The program is based on
the Random House book, Game
Face: What Does a Female Athlete
Look Like? For more information or
to have a Game Face Educational
kit sent to you, contact Christine
Hopkins at MassMutual at 413-
744-3773 or e-mail cchopkins@
massmutual.com. Game Face is on
the Internet at www.gameface
online.org. 

Because all great scientists
started out as students, a contest
searching for young inventors is
getting high grades. For the past
12 years, ExploraVision, one of
the world's largest K-12 student
science and technology competi-
tions, has been tapping into and
channeling the natural curiosity
and creativity of children. The
program asks kids to work in
teams to choose a current technol-
ogy and imagine what it might be
like in 20 years. It’s funded by
Toshiba Corporation, Toshiba

America Group Companies, and
Toshiba America Foundation and
administered by the National Sci-
ence Teacher’s Association. For
more information call 1-800
EXPLOR-9 or visit www.explora
vision.com. 

An air travel luggage security
plan developed by Universal
Express, a Florida-based trans-
portation and logistics firm, was
recently circulated to members of
the U.S. Congress and staff. It
includes a per-bag security charge
to defray the costs of luggage
inspection and provides incen-
tives, in addition to lower fares
for passengers to ship bags in
advance with parcel services.
Rather than having to take the
baggage through the check-in
points, passengers planning an
upcoming trip will use a new pro-
cedure for shipping their luggage
in advance from their homes. To
learn more about this plan or to
request a copy of a white paper on
this issue, visit www.usxp.com.

(NAPSA)—Founded in 1997,
BabyCenter was one of the first
companies to address the needs of
pregnant women and new moms
online. Since that time, BabyCen-
ter has invested continually to
provide new information, tools
and services to help moms raise
happy, healthy kids. As a result,
BabyCenter.com is the most
widely visited pregnancy and par-
enting site on the Web, with over
three million visitors each
month—nearly twice the traffic of
its nearest online competitor. In
addition, BabyCenter has been
recognized with numerous
awards. Most recently, BabyCen-
ter.com was named Best Family
Web site by the Web Marketing
Association on September 16,
2003. For a tour of BabyCenter’s
design changes, visit: www.baby
center.com/newlook.

More than a third of all Ameri-
cans will make the most of the
winter and spring travel season.
If you are planning a trip, con-

sider buying insurance that safe-
guards against bad weather, traf-
fic accidents, and natural disas-
ters at home that prevent travel.
Purchasing a refundable ticket is
a costly way to protect your trip,
because it often is more expensive
than travel insurance and comes
with some restrictions. The price
of a non-refundable ticket plus
travel insurance is usually con-
siderably less. For more informa-
tion on travel, talk to your travel
agent or visit www.access
america.com.

***
Gratitude is when memory is
stored in the heart and not the
mind.

—Lionel Hampton
***




