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(NAPSA)—Since the holiday
season can be a busy time, cook-
ing that is quick and easy, yet ele-
gant enough to make an impres-
sion, is a gift in itself. This year,
try using avocados to add an
unexpected and delicious touch to
favorite holiday dishes. Thanks to
great-tasting imports from Chile,
Hass avocados are available dur-
ing the fall and winter months,
and can transform popular holi-
day recipes into sophisticated
appetizers, snacks and entrees. 

Hass avocados can add creamy
texture, vibrant color and a sur-
prising twist to a variety of tradi-
tional holiday dishes like stuffing,
salads and cranberry dressing. 

Hass avocados provide more
than 25 essential nutrients,
including potassium, vitamin E, B
vitamins and folic acid. Whether
you are looking to infuse color into
a holiday dish or to add more fruit
to the diet, Hass avocados are a
perfect addition to your holiday
menu. 

Delight friends and family with
these easy and delicious holiday
recipes featuring Hass avocados:

Avo-Cranberry Chipotle 
Chutney over Brie 

Developed by  Gustavo
Chavez El Chile Mayor from
Univision’s “Despierta America”

1 16-oz. can, whole
cranberry sauce

2 chipotle peppers in adobo
sauce, chopped

3⁄4 cup dried cranberries
1 medium apple, peeled,

cored and chopped
1⁄4 cup granulated sugar
1⁄4 cup brown sugar
1⁄3 cup apple cider vinegar
2 tsp pumpkin pie spice
1 large ripe Hass avocado,

peeled, seeded and diced
1 lb. round or cut piece of

Brie cheese
Crackers, baguette slices
or ginger snap cookies

Prepare Avo-Cranberry
Chipotle Chutney:

Combine cranberry sauce,
chipotles, dried cranberries,
apple, sugars, vinegar and
spice in large saucepan or
skillet over medium heat.
When mixture begins to bub-
ble, lower heat to simmer and
cook for about 30 minutes,
stirring occasionally. Remove
from heat and let cool slightly.
Gently stir in avocado pieces
just before serving.

Prepare Brie:
On a shallow ovenproof

serving plate (or in shallow
casserole), place Brie. Pour
prepared chutney over cheese. 

To cook in conventional
oven, place uncovered casse-
role in preheated 350-degree
oven and heat for 5-7 minutes
or until Brie is soft but not
melted. 

To microwave, cover casse-
role with waxed paper and
heat on HIGH for 2-3 minutes
or until cheese is soft but not
melted.

Prepare basket of ginger
snap cookies, crackers, or
baguette slices. Serve appe-
tizer by having guests spread
chutney and Brie on crackers,
bread slices or cookies. 

Makes about 12 appetizer
servings.

Cranberry Guacamole

2 ripe Hass avocados, pitted,
peeled and coarsely mashed

1⁄2 cup salsa verde
3 tablespoons chopped fresh

cilantro or parsley leaves
1 jalapeño, seeded and

deveined, finely chopped
1 teaspoon coarse garlic salt
2⁄3 cup dried cranberries

soaked in hot water,
drained and squeezed dry

Preparation:
Coarsely mash avocados.

Fold in remaining ingredi-
ents. Guacamole is best made
as close to serving as possi-
ble. For short-term storage,
seal in an airtight container
with a piece of plastic wrap
against the surface of the
guacamole.

Serves: 12 (2 tablespoons
each)

Avocados Add A Surprising Twist To Holiday Dishes

Avocados add creamy texture to
holiday dishes.

Try adding avocados to tradi-
tional dishes like stuffing, salads
and cranberry dressing.

(NAPSA)—As seasonal celebra-
tions and holidays approach, it is
only natural for children to get
excited waiting for the fun to
begin. Tootsie Pop, which cele-
brates its 75th anniversary this
year, offers parents fun ways to
channel children’s energy into sea-
sonal crafts. These fun projects
can certainly make any celebra-
tion or party a whole lot sweeter.
Halloween

• Creepy Spider—Create a
creepy crawler candy by wrapping
pipe cleaners around the stem of a
Tootsie Pop that has been painted
black. First, lay one pipe cleaner
over the stem and wrap one side
to the right and the other to the
left. Repeat until you have four
legs on each side, creating the spi-
der. Finish the spider by creating
a face with googly eyes in the cen-
ter of the wound legs. 
Thanksgiving

• Turkey Place Card—Help
kids create turkey name place
tags for their table by gluing red,
beige, orange and yellow feathers
to the back of a Tootsie Pop. Cre-
ate the face by winding a two-inch
pipe cleaner into a circle and glu-
ing googly eyes on one side. Attach
the wound pipe cleaner face to the
front of the Pop. Bend a very
small piece of yellow pipe cleaner
into a “V” shape and glue it below
the eyes to form a beak. On a
small piece of folded paper, write
your guest’s name and glue the
paper onto the pop stick. 
Christmas

• Tootsie Pop Angel Orna-
ment—Create an angel by cover-
ing a Tootsie Pop with white tis-
sue paper. Use a small piece of
tape to secure it to the base of the
Pop. Then, fold a gold pipe cleaner
into a figure eight to create the

angel wings. Cut another gold
pipe cleaner in half. Attach one
end of the pipe cleaner to the mid-
dle of the figure eight and create
the halo at the other end by twist-
ing it into a circle. Finally, create
the loop to hang the angel from
the tree by looping a piece of
string to the base of the stick and
securing it with hot glue. 
Valentine’s Day

• Tootsie Teacher Gift Box—
Create the perfect Valentine’s gift
for teachers using glue such as
“Mod Podge” or “Elmer’s” to attach
red and pink tissue paper or Toot-
sie Pop wrappers to a heart-shaped
box. Once it is dry, fill with cherry
and raspberry Tootsie Pops.
Easter

• Candy Flowerpot—Make
this fun craft for your child’s class-
room or festive table decoration at
home. First, insert a piece of Sty-
rofoam to fit inside a small terra-
cotta flowerpot. Push pastel-col-
ored Tootsie Pops in center of
Styrofoam for “flowers.” To finish
pot, fill open areas with tissue
paper or Spanish moss. 

For more games and informa-
tion, please visit www.tootsiepop.
com.

Kid-Friendly Crafts Make For Sweet Celebrations

For a howlingly good time, create
a delicious and yet creepy Hal-
loween treat that is sure to
delight trick-or-treaters.

(NAPSA)—The increase in
weather-related disasters over the
past few years has made it clear
that a complete home inventory of
possessions should be part of any
disaster preparedness plan.

Experts such as the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
and the American Red Cross agree
that an inventory of household
items can help renters and home-
owners alike prove the value of
possessions that are damaged or
destroyed. It can also make it eas-
ier to receive a fast, fair payment
from the insurance company for
any losses—and reduce stress and
hassle during the process. 

Keeping a current inventory of
everything owned can also help
serve as documentation for any
tax deductions claimed for losses
and it’s also useful for estate plan-
ning and keeping track of items
during a move. 

Important tips to keep in mind
when creating a home inventory:

• Make a visual or written
record of your possessions.

• Go from room to room and
describe each item—when you
bought it and how much it cost. 

• Photograph or videotape ob-
jects to increase the authenticity of
records. Include yourself or a fam-
ily member to verify ownership to
provide a virtual time stamp.

• Record the model and serial
number of each item.

• Don’t forget the items in your
attic, storage unit and garage.

• Make copies of receipts and
canceled checks for more valuable
items.

Fortunately, a computer soft-
ware program can help create a

home inventory list. Quicken®

Home Inventory Manager, a new
product from Intuit Inc., has a num-
ber of features designed to make
tracking your inventory easy and
the data more useful.

A “drag and drop” image im-
port feature lets you attach photos
right from your camera or scanner
to your home inventory. This helps
you to store and group key docu-
ments such as warranties and
receipts as well.

To ensure that your informa-
tion is stored safely away from
your home computer, the program
includes online backup service.

The Inventory Detail report
lets you print out a complete list
of items that can be given to your
insurance agency if you need to
file a claim.

Being prepared is key when it
comes to protecting your personal
property. In the wake of a disas-
ter, it’s close to impossible to try to
recall everything you own and
want to replace—from your gar-
den tools to your daughter ’s
Beanie Baby collection.

To learn more, visit www.quick
enhomeinventory.com.

Make An Inventory Part Of Your Disaster Plan

A home inventory can help a
homeowner prove the value of
possessions that are damaged or
destroyed in a disaster.

(NAPSA)—Although experts ex-
pect the number of homeowners
facing foreclosure to increase over
the next two years, a better under-
standing of insurance may help
keep you from becoming a statistic. 

Surprisingly, homeowners in-
surance policies are a common bill
many borrowers fail to save on;
instead accepting insurance as
just another cost of owning a
home. As far as many new home
borrowers have been concerned,
their homeowners insurance poli-
cies are bundled into their mort-
gage payment. Homeowners in-
surance rates, however, can vary
by hundreds of dollars from com-
pany to company; therefore, home-
owners should shop for insurance
the same way they would shop for
any other product. 

Look for Multi-Policy
Insurance

Most insurance companies that
sell insurance products other than
homeowners insurance will offer
consumers discounts for buying
more than one product from them.
For example, if your auto insur-
ance company also sells homeown-
ers insurance, you might get a dis-
count of up to 15 percent by
buying both. 
Only Buy Coverage You Need 

Homeowners insurance policy
limits should be revisited every
year to reevaluate any major pur-
chases and additions. On the
other hand, many of the posses-
sions that homeowners insure
depreciate significantly over a
year. Update your home inventory

and reevaluate policy limits for
possible savings. 

Raise Your Deductible 
Increasing your deductible by

just a few hundred dollars can
make a significant difference to
your premium. Most deductibles
start at $250; therefore, if you
raise yours to $1,000, you may
save nearly 25 percent on your
premium. 

Look for Discounts 
That Apply to You 

There are a myriad of home-
owners discounts that go unrecog-
nized by many consumers. For
example, you may be able to get a
lower premium if your home has
safety features such as dead-bolt
locks, smoke detectors, an alarm
system, storm shutters or fire-
retardant roofing material. 

Learn More 
Visit www.InsWebHome.com to

compare homeowners insurance
quotes for your home. 

Offset Your Mortgage Costs By Saving On Insurance

A few adjustments in your home-
owners insurance may help you
save the money you need to meet
your mortgage.

***
Take only memories, leave noth-
ing but footprints. 

—Chief Seattle
***

***
Your success will be affected by
the quality and quantity of new
ideas you suggest. 

—Brian Tracy 
***

***
When patterns are broken, new
worlds emerge. 

—Tuli Kupferberg
***

***
Nothing matters more than
thinking and talking about new
ideas. 

—Michael Eisner 
***

***
Joy in looking and compre-
hending is nature’s most beau-
tiful gift. 

—Albert Einstein
***




