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(NAPSA)—A new collaboration
may help save children’s lives and
reduce their risk of being injured
in and around an automobile.

Motor vehicle crashes are the
leading cause of death for children
ages 2 to 14. Children are also
injured or killed in nontraffic-
related vehicle incidents, such as
backovers, trunk entrapments
and heat-stroke.

To help reverse these statistics,
Safe Kids Buckle Up, a program of
Safe Kids Worldwide and General
Motors, has teamed up with Boys
& Girls Clubs of America (BGCA)
to bring safety programs and
activities directly to children and
their families at BGCA sites. 

BGCA’s network of 4,000 neigh-
borhood-based clubs serves more
than 4.6 million young people in
all 50 states and U.S. military
bases worldwide. Meanwhile, Safe
Kids has more than 600 local
coalitions and chapters in the U.S.

The alliance coincides with the
10-year anniversary of Safe Kids
Buckle Up programs, which teach
families about keeping children
safe in and around vehicles.

Despite reaching millions
through the Safe Kids Buckle Up
program, recent research shows
that injury prevention interven-
tions are still not reaching enough
high-risk families,  including
some African-American, Hispanic,
Native American and low-income
families. 

The injury rate for African-
American children ages 0-14 is
more than twice the rate of injury
for white children (per 100,000) as

motor vehicle occupants, according
to the Centers for Disease Control.
Hispanic children ages 0-14 are
also at a higher risk by having a 25
percent higher injury death rate
from motor vehicles when com-
pared to non-Hispanic children. 

In addition, research shows
that children ages 6 to 10 who do
not properly fit into the adult
safety belt are reluctant to use
booster seats in vehicles, which
could lead to more serious injuries
in the event of a crash. 

More than 60 percent of the
BGCA’s members are from minor-
ity communities, and 88 percent
are 15 years old or younger. 

“This new association with
Boys & Girls Clubs of America is
particularly important because it
will allow us to bring these pro-
grams directly to families; we
can’t expect children who are at a
high risk for injury to come to us,”
said Dr. Martin Eichelberger,

founder and chairman, Safe Kids
Worldwide, the parent organiza-
tion of Safe Kids Buckle Up.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) is
a strong supporter of the Safe
Kids Buckle Up program, and the
administrator of NHTSA, Nicole
Nason, recently became a certified
child passenger safety technician
by completing a rigorous three-
day training course. 

“Keeping all children safer in
vehicles is one of our top priori-
ties,” said Nason. “Programs like
Safe Kids Buckle Up have helped
change the culture of child car-
seat safety in this country and are
essential to ensure we protect our
most precious passengers.”

Financial support from the
GM Foundation allows local Safe
Kids coalitions and chapters to
provide safety programs and
activities at locations across the
country, now including BGCA
community centers. 

These programs are offered at
no cost to either nonprofit organiza-
tions or the families served. GM is
the sole corporate sponsor of Safe
Kids Buckle Up—the longest-run-
ning corporate/nonprofit collabora-
tion in child passenger safety. The
automaker and its foundation have
provided $50 million in financial
support and vehicles over the past
decade through 2009.

For more information about
Safe Kids Buckle Up, visit
www.safekids.org. For Boys and
Girls Clubs, visit www.bgca.org.
More information on GM can be
found at www.gm.com.

New Safety Collaboration To Help Save Children’s Lives

Recent research shows that
safety programs must do more to
reach high-risk families. 

(NAPSA)—Students today may
seem to have more homework
than ever before, but helping
youngsters succeed in school could
be easier than many parents real-
ize. While parents who have been
out of school for many years may
struggle to help with subjects
such as advanced math and sci-
ence or foreign languages, they
can still create a positive learning
environment that fosters a pro-
ductive homework experience.

The best way to support home-
work efforts is to design a frame-
work for students to do their best
work. Here are some helpful tips:

1. Assume that your child
will  have studying to do
every night.

Establish and maintain a regu-
lar homework time that works
around your child’s activity sched-
ule and preferences and is dedi-
cated to studying, even when stu-
dents do not have homework on a
particular night. Set up a comfort-
able, distraction-free place to work,
and encourage your child to write
down all assignments daily and
use a planner to stay organized. 

2. Ensure that your child
knows each teacher’s home-
work policy.

Most middle and high school
teachers hand out a printed sum-
mary of homework expectations or
post it on the class Web site.
Review the expectations together
and encourage your child to ask
the teacher questions before leav-
ing the classroom, so the child has
the information needed to complete
assignments properly and on time. 

3. Be available and teach
by example.

While you’ve probably had a
long day, it can benefit you both to
be near your child during home-
work time. You may consider set-
ting a good example by using this
time to read or pay bills, but
remember to check in with your
child to offer your support and
advice, and be careful to watch for
signs of failure or frustration.

4. Don’t hesitate to line up
extra support if needed.

If your child is having regular
problems completing homework
assignments, it may be time to
schedule a teacher conference. A
teacher may offer small-group
study sessions or recommend peer
or volunteer tutors from universi-
ties or high schools. 

You can also take advantage of
new technology that has changed
the way students learn in and out
of the classroom. For example,
LeapFrog’s new FLY Fusion Pentop
Computer can serve as a homework
coach by providing interactive,
step-by-step help for students in
math, writing and foreign lan-
guages, and lets students upload
their handwritten notes and con-
vert them into text documents. 

5. Inspire learning outside
the classroom.

Children who see opportunities
for learning everywhere are more
likely to view schoolwork as an
extension of their interest in the
world, rather than a burden. If
they enjoy sports, encourage them
to hunt for articles in the newspa-
per or magazines about their
favorite teams. If they love the
arts, share the critics’ reviews of
movies or plays. 

Learn more at www.flyworld.com.

How To Help With Homework

New technology has changed the
way students learn.

(NAPSA)—If at-home enter-
taining is on the menu, there are
ways to make the party easy and
memorable.

Party planners suggest serv-
ing foods that are easy to pre-
pare and get your guests
involved. For instance, stock up
on frozen fruit bars that can be
shaken into fun, fruity drinks in
a snap. Plus, because they come
in a number of flavors, you can
let guests create their own cus-
tom beverages. 

Offer a variety of pre-made
dips, guacamole and hummus
along with an assortment of
flatbreads and chips, for easy
snacking. 

Additional tips for entertaining
at home include: 

Pick A Theme
Choose a theme for the party

that reflects the event you are cel-
ebrating. For instance, if you’re
marking a 25th anniversary, go
with an ’80s theme. Play ’80s
music, have ’80s movies playing in
the background and ask guests to
bring or wear an item from the
’80s. 

Plan Ahead
The more notice you can give to

guests, the better. Try to send out
invites at least a month in
advance and ask people to RSVP
within two weeks. That way you
have plenty of time to shop and
decorate.

Make Memories
Consider handing out dispos-

able cameras and asking guests
to take pictures throughout the

party. Then collect the cameras
at the end of the night and post
the pictures on a photo-sharing
Web site. 

Play It Safe
Ask guests to choose desig-

nated drivers at the beginning
of the party. Then be sure you
have  p lenty  o f  fun food  and
nonalcoholic drinks for the dri-
vers to enjoy.  Also,  have the
numbers of cab companies on
hand and be prepared to let a
few guests  stay the  night  i f
need be.  

The following recipes can help
you get started. They’re made
with Dreyer’s/Edy’s frozen fruit
bars that were named winners of
the “Best Taste Award” by the
American Culinary ChefsBest.
Full of real fruit, they can be a
great way to help guests get into a
party mood.

Frozen Fruit Bar 
Yogurt Smoothie

Whirl in a blender one
Dreyer ’s/Edy’s tangerine,
grape or strawberry frozen
fruit bar (minus the stick)
with 1⁄2 cup plain or vanilla
yogurt for a light and fruity
cold drink. Serve immediately.

Fruit Bars Margarita “Bar”
Makes 1 serving

Set up a bar of frozen
Dreyer’s/Edy’s Fruit Bars on
ice and invite guests to choose
their favorite flavor for these
made-to-order Margaritas:

Coarse salt and sugar for
rimming glass

1 Dreyer’s/Edy’s Frozen
Lime, Lemonade,
Tangerine or Strawberry
Fruit Bar

1⁄2 ounce tequila
1⁄2 cup crushed ice

Juice of 1⁄2 lime

Mix equal parts coarse salt
and sugar in a bowl. Rub the
rim of a glass with tequila or
water and dip into salt mix-
ture. Holding fruit bar in wrap-
per, break into small chunks.
Discard wrapper and stick.
Place frozen fruit bar pieces,
tequila, ice and lime juice in a
cocktail shaker. Shake well
and pour into prepared glass.
Serve immediately.

For more party ideas and
recipes, visit www.icecream.com.

At-Home Entertainers Sweeten The Deal

Frozen fruit bars can be used to
make a number of delicious
drinks.

(NAPSA)—Whether building or
brainstorming, painting or playing,
dancing or directing, everyone can
be creative. However, between soc-
cer matches, birthday parties and
back-to-school preparations, it can
seem difficult to find quality time
for creativity at home. Still, you can
enhance creativity with your kids
while juggling a hectic schedule.

Here are a few easy-to-imple-
ment suggestions from Mary
Goulet and Heather Reider,
founders of MomsTown.com, a vir-
tual community for moms:

Go Slow-Mo. Schedule a fam-
ily slow day during which you
don’t have anything scheduled at
least for the afternoon. Creativity
and imagination need time to
breathe and should not be rushed.

Power Off. If it has moving
pictures, sounds, bells and whis-
tles and a joystick, turn it off. Turn
off the television and the electron-
ics and watch your kids’ creativity
and imagination come to life. 

“If I Were....” This is a game
kids love to play in the car. Say to
your kids, “If I were_____.” Have
them fill in the blank and then
create a story. For example, “If I
were an astronaut, I would....” 

In addition, there’s an intrigu-
ing way to be able to support your
children’s favorite creative activ-
ity, whether they’re hoping to take

guitar lessons, buy more paint
supplies or produce their own
invention. At the same time, you
and your child can help solve
problems in the larger community. 

All 6- to 13-year-olds who con-
sider themselves curious, imagina-
tive and creative can apply for a
LEGO Creativity Award. Children
can submit essay responses that
demonstrate how one of 10 $5,000
awards would contribute to their
creative development for the future.

To download the award applica-
tion, read profiles of creativity in
action, test the strength of your
inner creator and find more tips for
bringing creativity to home and
work, visit www.LEGOcreation
nation.com.

Enhancing Children’s Creativity

Creative youngsters can win an
award worth thousands of dollars. 




