
5

(NAPSA)—The bad news is
that minority communities—
especially African-American—are
at higher risk for certain diseases
such as asthma, breast cancer,
diabetes, prostate cancer and
sickle cell disease. For example,
the American Lung Association
reports that African-Americans
face higher rates of asthma than
white Americans and are three
times more likely to die from the
disease.
The good news is that there are

nearly 700 new medicines now
being developed at U.S. pharma-
ceutical research companies to
help treat diseases that adversely
affect African-Americans, accord-
ing to a recent report from the
Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America
(PhRMA).

New Hope
“The reasons for the health dis-

parity between African-Americans
and other Americans are complex
and not fully understood,” said
PhRMA President and CEO Billy
Tauzin. “But these 691 medicines
now being developed represent
real hope for closing the troubling
health gap and increasing the
likelihood that every American
can share in the benefits of med-
ical progress.”
For instance, a new asthma

medicine now in late-stage devel-
opment is one of a new generation
of inhaled corticosteroids. The
drug, which is being tested for its
lung-targeted anti-inflammatory
effects, results in almost none of
the side effects often associated
with steroid use.
Like asthma, breast cancer has

also had a particularly harsh
impact on the African-American
community. African-American
women are 10 percent more likely
to be diagnosed with the disease.

Further, according to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices’ (HHS) Office of Minority
Health, 35 percent of African-
American women are more likely
to die from the disease.

New Medicines
Nearly 100 medicines are now

being tested for the prevention
and treatment of breast cancer,
according to the new report.
Ninety-five new medicines

being developed to treat diabetes
may also improve the health of
minority communities. According
to the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, African-Americans suffer
from diabetes at twice the rate of
white Americans.
A new, first-in-class medicine

in development has been shown to
significantly improve long-term
glycemic control in clinical trials.
By increasing levels of GLP-1, the
new medicine could improve the
imbalance between insulin and
glucose that causes type 2 (adult
onset) diabetes.
The new report about drugs in

development—specifically, drugs
that target those diseases preva-
lent among African-Americans—is
available on PhRMA’s Web site at
www.phrma.org.

New Medicines In Development For Minorities

Medicines are now being devel-
oped for diseases that take a high
toll on the minority communities.

(NAPSA)—If you’re wondering
how much money you have, you
may want to check your pocket.
That’s a good place to keep a Web-
or text message-enabled mobile
device that allows you to access
your bank funds.
With such mobile devices it’s

possible to act quickly, no matter
where you are, and make sure you
have enough money in an account
or even transfer money between
accounts.
Wells Fargo MobileSM service is

available to all of its online bank-
ing customers nationwide. With
both browser and text messaging
options, the service has been a big
hit with everyone from college stu-
dents to small-business owners.
Once enrolled in the company’s

mobile service, customers can:
• Check balances. Small busi-

nesses can check balances of their
deposit and credit accounts. Indi-
vidual customers can view check-
ing and savings accounts, mort-
gage, home equity, brokerage,
auto loan, student loan and credit
card accounts;
• View transaction history;
• Transfer money with the

browser service between eligible
accounts.
Mobile banking has many prac-

tical uses. For example:
• Shoppers can check their

account balance in the checkout
aisle;
• Travelers can check their

account balance on the spot rather
than through online banking from
their hotel rooms;
• College students can ease the

anxiety of being away from home
by monitoring how much money
they have in their accounts.
Mobile banking is helpful for

anyone who can benefit from the
convenience of checking his or her
account balances or making
money transfers easily and quick-
ly while on the go.
For the browser-based mobile

banking option, software deter-
mines the specifications of the
handheld device accessing the
service, giving each customer
the best possible experience for
the hardware he or she is using.
With text banking, customers
simply send a shortcut com-
mand to WELLS (93577) to
quickly receive information.
Customers can also choose to

receive e-mail alerts on their
phones with information about
their accounts, payments or even
low balances.
Wells Fargo’s Online Security

Guarantee provides added protec-
tion against unauthorized access
to customers’ accounts when using
the Wells Fargo Mobile service.
For more information, visit

wellsfargo.com.

Making Money Transactions On The Go

Mobile devices let users check
account balances, view transac-
tion histories and transfer money
between accounts.

Voters Urged To Fight Obesity
In The Voting Booth

(NAPSA)—The fight against
obesity in America is a major bat-
tle, and one that should matter to
voters this year.
Two out of three Americans

suffer from overweight or obesity
and studies show that having obe-
sity increases your risk of develop-
ing over 50 other diseases includ-
ing diabetes, cardiovascular
disease and cancer.

Many health experts agree that
obesity is a complex disease that
will not go away unless govern-
ment action is taken.
“If I were running for office and

something affected two-thirds of
my constituents, I would certainly
have something to say about the
issue. Voters should demand that
the next administration’s health
care platform address obesity
directly. Otherwise, all other
health care reforms will be
dwarfed by the rising costs,” said
Jessica Donze Black, executive
director of the Campaign to End
Obesity, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to fighting America’s
costly obesity epidemic.
When Americans cast their

votes, the candidates’ plans for
addressing the obesity epidemic
should factor into their decisions.
Federal policy could play a critical
role in reversing the current trend
by increasing opportunities for
physical activity, improving access
to healthy foods and fixing the
health care delivery system to bet-
ter prevent, manage and treat the
condition.
For more information to help

guide your vote, visit www.obesity
campaign.org.

“ Voters should demand that
presidential candidates
make obesity a national
public health priority.”
—Campaign to End Obesity

(NAPSA)—The next time someone
tells you to be a little more serious,
you may prefer to remind him that
having fun is no joke; it’s actually fun-
damental to the way people live.
The Ritz Cracker Fun-alysis, a

survey of 1,000 consumers nation-
wide conducted by TSC, a division
of Yankelovich, Inc., reveals that
we’re a society built on a foundation
of fun.
The survey found the average

American spends six hours a day
having at least a little fun (nearly
one in five Americans average 10+
hours a day); 83 percent say they do
something fun every day and 63
percent say they are having more
fun now than ever before.
Who’s Having The Most Fun?
Who has fun? Redheads, Repub-

licans, people over 62 years old and
married people, according to the
Ritz Cracker Fun-alysis, which also
found:
• Eighty-four percent of people

would rather marry someone who is
a lot of fun than someone who has a
lot of money;
• Eighty-four percent also

believe having fun can add years to
your life (on average saying it adds
10 years);
• Seventy-nine percent say fun

influences where they live;
• Seventy-seven percent of those

employed say the ability to have fun

is an important part of choosing a
job;
• While 58 percent of Americans

think money is more important
than fun, 42 percent still say having
fun at work is more important than
making good money;
• Seventy-four percent agree

either strongly or somewhat that
the ability to have fun is an
important quality in a presiden-
tial candidate.
Find OutAbout Your Fun Side
For more information, games,

contests and recipes or to take your
own survey of fun, you can visit
www.ritzcrackers.com/openforfun.
The survey was fielded in

November 2007. Findings in this
report have a margin of error of +/-
3.1 percent.

Fun: More Important Than Many Realize

Donʼt laugh—or rather, do. Studies
suggest fun plays a crucial role in
all aspects of life.

(NAPSA)—Routine maintenance
can help eliminate water quality
problems and prolong the life of a
water well system, says the
National Ground Water Association.
To read its “Eight Tips for
Maintaining Your Well,” visit
www.wellowner.org.

* * *
Energizer, the No. 1-selling

brand of rechargeable batteries,
has just introduced two new
chargers to help people with
power-hungry devices and gifts
stay charged for every occasion:
the Family Charger and the Duo
Charger.

* * *
A new pocket translator called

the “Navigator” translates and
speaks more than 9,000 phrases
in 12 languages and translates
over 30,000 words. It also features
sightseeing information, a cur-
rency converter and more. Plus, it
fits easily in a shirt pocket. Visit
www.lingotravel.com or call (800)
697-4825.

* * *
Jane Buckingham, author of

“The Modern Girl’s Guide to Life,”
joined the Women’s Health &
Urology™, Division of Ortho-
McNeil-Janssen Pharmaceuticals,
Inc., to launch Count on Me, an
online educational program of tips
for improving your life, relation-

ships and health. It’s at
www.thepill.com.

* * *
Visit www.fastweb.com for a

complete source of local scholar-
ships, national scholarships and
college-specific scholarships.
Information about completing
the FAFSA is available at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

* * *
To keep international scam-

mers from cashing in on “fake
checks,” postal inspectors remind
people to look out for any mailing
or e-mail encounter that involves
receiving a check and wiring
money back to the sender. To
report these crimes, visit
www.FakeChecks.org or call (800)
372-8347.

* * *
The Web site www.bouncee

verywhere.com lists dozens of dif-
ferent uses for Bounce dryer
sheets. People who visit the site

and share their unique uses for
the sheets could have their story
made into an advertisement and
might be selected to receive a
month of free cleaning service for
their home.

* * *
A well-known real estate firm

has a program to assist the com-
mercial real estate investor. CEN-
TURY 21 Commercial helps
investors find the right property
at the right time and can also aid
with funding and financial analy-
sis. To learn more, visit www.cen
tury21commercial.com.

* * *
Restaurant designer Gary Yoko

says homeowners can improve the
look and feel of their own kitchen
without breaking the bank. Some
fresh paint, updated tableware,
and colorful accents make a big
difference. Visit www.rubytues
day.com for pictures of Yoko’s latest
projects.

* * *
“It’s important to conduct

online self-background checks,
online searches, and social net-
working research to identify
where your information exists,”
says Ed Petersen, EVP at
Intelius, a leading provider of per-
sonal safety and information ser-
vices that also educates con-
sumers about public information.




