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(NAPSA)—Old cars don’t die,
they just get resold. If you’re buy-
ing a used car, whether it’s from a
dealer or someone who put an ad
in the paper, you’ll want to know
as much about it as you can. Even
without anyone trying to deceive
you, the vehicle may have prob-
lems you can’t see from a simple
visual inspection or even a short
test-drive.
A vehicle history report pre-

pared by a third party is one way
to know what you’re getting. Com-
bining information from various
sources, a vehicle history report
can give you a detailed overview
of where the car’s been, and, com-
bined with a mechanic’s inspec-
tion, can help protect you when
buying a used car.
Here are some things to look

for—or look out for—when you get
a report on a vehicle. None of
these things is necessarily a rea-
son not to buy a car, but you
shouldn’t make a decision without
asking about anything you see on
a vehicle history:
• Many owners. The more

garages a car’s been in, the less
likely it’s been lovingly cared for
all its life. Not everyone is as dili-
gent about car care as you are.
You may pay a bit more, but find-
ing a one-owner car can reduce
your chances of ending up with
one that’s been neglected.
• Location, location, loca-

tion. Some parts of the country
are more car friendly than others.
Winter storms (with their accom-
panying salted roads) can be
rough on cars, as obviously can
floods, excessive heat or even sea
air. Cars that have been where
these are common may have hid-
den damage.

• The price is right. No two
cars are exactly the same, as
every car has a unique history.
And that history can affect value,
but how much? CARFAX Reports
include a History Impact Calcula-
tor, helping buyers understand
how much more or less than the
retail book value a car is worth.
Use this tool to help determine if
the seller’s asking price is fair.
• Unfixed recalls. Recalls are

fairly common but can be a seri-
ous problem if left unfixed. Keep
an eye out for open recalls and if
you see any, make sure the car’s
taken to a dealer immediately to
be fixed—it’s free.
Vehicle history reports from

CARFAX are an essential step in
the used car–buying process.
They’re also a powerful tool for
selling a car. More than 34,000
sources across North America
report information to CARFAX,
such as state motor vehicle
departments, vehicle inspection
stations, auto auctions, repair
facilities, rental agencies, automo-
bile manufacturers, and fire and
police departments. Learn more at
www.carfax.com.

HowTo Read AVehicle History Report

A used car’s vehicle history
report can help you learn more
about it.

(NAPSA)—Today’s health
insurance consumers find them-
selves midstream between the
insurance market that existed
prior to the passage of health care
reform and the fully reformed
market the law envisions.
The following tips were com-

piled by eHealthInsurance.com to
help you find the right plan for
your needs this year:
• Take advantage of “mid-

stream” health reforms—When
shopping for new individually pur-
chased health insurance, you can
now benefit from reforms that did
away with lifetime limits for most
benefits, expanded coverage for
preventive care services with no
out-of-pocket cost, made it possi-
ble to keep your adult children on
your plan until age 26 and im-
proved access to coverage for chil-
dren under age 19, even if they
have pre-existing conditions.
• Comparison shopping can

save you money—Compare plan
rates and benefits from multiple
carriers to find the best fit. Ask
yourself which benefits you value
most (and which you don’t need)
and what you can afford. Then
work with a licensed agent who
represents multiple insurers to get
a more complete picture of what’s
available. It doesn’t cost anything
extra to work through an agent
and the savings can really add up.
• Focus on plans that your

favorite doctors accept—Just
because you’re changing health
insurance plans doesn’t mean you
want to change doctors, too. Ask
your doctor or use the “Plans with
my Doctor” tool when reviewing
quotes at eHealthInsurance.com
to find out which plans he or she
accepts.

• Take another look at
Health Savings Accounts—
They often have lower monthly
premiums than lower-deductible
plans. Funds deposited in the
accompanying Health Savings
Account (which you have to open
separately) get special tax treat-
ment. Health care reforms require
all new HSA-eligible health insur-
ance plans to provide coverage for
a host of preventive care medical
services, at no out-of-pocket cost
to you.
• Mixing and matching

plans might save you money—
If your employer doesn’t pay any-
thing toward monthly premiums
for dependents or if some family
members need less medical care
than others, consider purchasing
a separate individual plan for
your spouse or children. Just
don’t cancel any current coverage
until approved for a new plan.
Work with a licensed agent to
learn more about what rules may
apply in your situation.
• Learn more—For further

information about health insur-
ance options, visit www.eHealth
Insurance.com.

TopTips For Finding The Right Plan

A little planning can help you make
the most of health care reform.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for fans of delicious food and
delightful mysteries. A caterer
who is also a sleuth extraordi-
naire has returned in another
tasty and suspenseful adventure
from a writer who has been
described as the Queen of the
Culinary Mystery.

New York Times bestseller
Diane Mott Davidson is back with
her 15th mystery featuring Goldy
Schulz. In “CRUNCH TIME: A Novel
of Suspense” (William Morrow
Hardcover), Goldy cooks up big
trouble when she tries to help her
longtime friend and fellow chef
Yolanda Garcia.
When the rental house shared

by Yolanda and her irrepressible
aunt Ferdinanda is destroyed by
arson, they move in with cop-
turned-PI Ernest McLeod. But
then Ernest is shot dead and his
house is set on fire.
Concerned for her friends,

Goldy invites them all to stay
with her while the sheriff ’s
department investigates. The
action really starts to heat up
when another body appears.
Swapping her chef ’s hat for a
sleuthing cap, the intrepid Goldy
steps up the investigation. But
she’s got to move fast. It’s crunch
time to close in on a killer before
he can close in on her.
As a bonus, the story contains

a number of recipes for delicious
dishes. Here’s an example:

Crunch Time Cookies

1 cup pecan halves
1¼ cups all-purpose flour
½ teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon baking soda
½ pound (2 sticks) unsalted
butter, at room
temperature

¼ cup softened cream cheese
1 cup dark brown sugar,
firmly packed

¾ cup granulated sugar

2 large eggs, at room
temperature

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2½ cups rolled oats
8 ounces (1½ cups)
semisweet chocolate chips

4 ounces (2⁄3 cup) toffee bits
(Heath Toffee Bits or Bits
’O Brickle)

In a large frying pan, sauté
the pecans over low heat, stir-
ring frequently, for about 10
minutes or until the nuts begin
to change color and emit a
nutty scent. Turn the nuts out
onto paper towels and allow
them to cool, then chop them
roughly and set aside.
Sift or whisk together the

flour, salt, baking powder and
baking soda. Set aside.
In a large mixing bowl, beat

the butter and cream cheese
on medium speed until the
mixture is very creamy. Add
the brown sugar and beat very
well, until the mixture is

creamy and uniform. Add the
granulated sugar and again
beat very well, until you have
a uniform, creamy mixture.
Add the eggs, one at a time,
and beat well after each addi-
tion. Stir in the vanilla.
Using a large wooden

spoon, stir in the dry mixture
just until combined. Then stir
in the oats, chocolate chips,
cooled nuts and toffee bits,
blending only until thor-
oughly mixed.
Cover the bowl with plastic

wrap and put it in the refriger-
ator until completely chilled, at
least three hours or overnight.
When you are ready to bake

the cookies, take the bowl out
of the refrigerator and allow
the batter to warm slightly
while the oven is preheating.
Preheat the oven to 375˚F.

Place silicone mats on 2
cookie sheets.
Measure the batter out by

tablespoonfuls, two inches
apart. Place no more than a
dozen cookies on each sheet.
Bake, one sheet at a time, for
9–11 minutes, until the edges of
the cookies are very brown and
the centers are no longer soft.
When you remove a cookie

sheet from the oven, place it
on a cooling rack for 2 min-
utes, so the cookies can set up.
Then use a pancake turner to
remove the cookies to cooling
racks and allow them to cool
completely. Store in airtight
containers or in zippered
freezer bags. These cookies
freeze well.
Makes 4 dozen
New York Times bestselling

author Diane Mott Davidson has
written 15 mysteries featuring
caterer/sleuth Goldy Schulz. Born
in Honolulu, she currently lives in
Evergreen, Colorado. She is mar-
ried with three sons.
To learn more, visit www.

dianemottdavidson.com.

ATasteful Mystery For ReadersWith An Appetite For Suspense

A new mystery marks the return
of a caterer who is also a sleuth
extraordinaire. It’s the 15th in the
series.

(NAPSA)—The experts at the
Bank of the West offer tips on
keeping your financial informa-
tion secure at https://www.bank of
thewest.com/privacy-security/
fraud.html.

* * *
It’s easy to dress up nails with

the new Broadway Nail Dress. It
uses film, not polish, so there’s no
smudging, chipping or drying
time. You can learn more online at
www.broadwaynails.com, on Face-
book at BroadwayNails and on
Twitter at @BwayNails.

* * *
As part of new Department of

Energy (DOE) guidelines, manu-
facturers including Whirlpool,
Maytag and Amana will voluntar-
ily report new washer capacity
measurements based on DOE test
procedures in order to provide
accurate measurement of all
clothes washers across all brands.

* * *
Mitsubishi Electric Cooling &

Heating offers more energy-effi-
cient cooling systems than ever
before. Eco-comfort technology
means these systems minimize
their impact on the environment.
The systems use advanced sensors
to automatically detect room tem-
perature differences and adjust for
greater comfort. For more informa-
tion, visit www.mitsubishi comfort.
com/zoning.

* * *
This Mother’s Day, encourage her

hobby of sewing with a “Project
Runway” or Laura Ashley Limited
Edition sewing, embroidery, quilt-
ing or serging machine. Learn more
at the home sewing and embroidery
pages of www.brother.com or by call-
ing (800) 4-A-BROTHER.

* * *
Aphids, mites, leafhoppers, pow-

dery mildew, blight and leaf spot are
the kinds of pests and diseases that
can damage or destroy your toma-
toes. BayerAdvanced Natria Insect,
Disease & Mite Control kills harm-
ful insects on contact and controls
diseases. Visit www.BayerAdvanced.
com.

The first—and so far, the only—
president to be married in theWhite
House was Grover Cleveland.
During his second year in office,
he married Frances Folsom, who
was 27 years his junior.

The tallest species of dog is the Irish
wolfhound,which grows to be about
32 inches high at the shoulders.




