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(NAPSA)—New research finds
employers not only value military
experience in job applicants, but
the skills veterans develop during
service may give them an edge.
The research is particularly

timely, as the U.S. is committed to
downgrading its military opera-
tions and an increasing number of
war veterans are finding they need
considerable career guidance and
training when they return home.
To expand the limited research

on success criteria for military per-
sonnel entering civilian careers,
the University of Phoenix Re-
search Institute surveyed hiring
managers in diverse industries.
The findings are published in the
report “Hiring Heroes: Employer
Perceptions, Preferences, and Hir-
ing Practices Related to U.S. Mili-
tary Personnel.”
Veterans have, of course, al-

ways faced barriers when compet-
ing for and transitioning into civil-
ian jobs. In 2010, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics reported that
reservists and National Guard-
members had much higher unem-
ployment rates than civilians.
Today, however, many hiring

managers are citing military expe-
rience as a plus, saying veterans
possess skills and attributes that
play well on the job. This is good
news for veterans who face unique
barriers including disabilities,
poor transition assistance, con-
cerns about calls to active duty,
and misperceptions about their
skills.
It is, in fact, military skills

such as leadership and team
building that employers say are
highly valued and transferable to
civilian jobs. The research finds
92 percent of respondents said
employers have few reservations
about hiring military personnel as
long as they are qualified. Three-

quarters of respondents said that
employers have few concerns
about hiring reservists or Na-
tional Guard members, even
though these employees might be
called away from work.
The research was highlighted in

a recent webinar, “From Enlisted
to Employed: Educating Military
Veterans for Civilian Careers,” pre-
sented by the University of
Phoenix Research Institute and
hosted by The Chronicle of Higher
Education. The webinar panel fea-
tured academic, industry and mili-
tary experts who examined the
challenges service members face
when entering the current work-
force. Panelists also discussed how
educators can better meet service
members’ needs and how service-
people can best position them-
selves for civilian jobs.
Moderator Dr. Tracey Wilen-

Daugenti, vice president and man-
aging director of the University of
Phoenix Research Institute, says,
“Given our current economic cli-
mate, it is imperative that we not
only help job seekers understand
what employers need today, but
also encourage partnerships
between educators and industries
to develop a strong employment
pipeline for the future.”
For the full report and access

to the webinar, visit www.phoenix.
edu/institute.

Hiring Managers Cite Military Experience
As A Plus For Job Seekers

Hiring managers cite military
experience as a plus for job
seekers.

(NAPSA)—Planning your holi-
day menu? Don’t forget the nuts!
From stuffing to salads, nuts are
one of the easiest ways to add fla-
vor and crunch to your holiday
favorites. Not just for brownies
anymore, nuts are so versatile
they can make any recipe a hit at
the holiday dinner table.

1.Bake them in—One of the
best ways to cook with nuts is to
bake them right into your cakes,
breads, muffins, cookies and other
holiday favorites. To get the most
out of your holiday baking, add
toasted nuts to the batter. Toasting
the nuts releases their essential
oils, making them more fragrant
and flavorful, and adding that
special crunch to your baked goods.

2.Top it off—Nuts also make a
great topping to holiday dishes.
Add a layer of pecans to your
sweet potato casserole. Chopped
walnuts also make great toppings
to frosted cakes. And what would
the holidays be without a sweet
and delicious pecan pie? Nuts are
incredibly versatile and go beyond
your holiday dinners. For a festive
brunch, top off yogurt or oatmeal
with some fresh walnuts.

3.Mix them up—Make your
green beans more flavorful and
exciting with fresh almonds. Look
for flavor combinations that bring
out the ingredients in your recipe.
Walnuts and cranberries are a
classic holiday pair. Mixing cran-
berries and walnuts into your
salad and stuffing is a simple way
to add flavor to your classic holi-
day dishes. To help keep your nuts
crunchy and delicious, be sure to
store them in a cool, dry place.

4.Keep ’em fresh—Fisher
Nuts has created a new Freshness
Seal Bag with a press-to-seal clo-
sure that locks in freshness and
preserves the flavor and crunch of
the nuts after opening. The stand-
up design also features an ex-
pandable bottom that opens into a
flat base, allowing it to stay
upright. The upright design
makes it easier to scoop the nuts
right out of the bag and into a

mixing bowl. It also makes it more
convenient to store in the pantry
or freezer in between uses.
For more information and holiday

recipes, visit www.fishernuts.com.

Raspberry Walnut Salad

Dressing:
8 Tbsp. white wine vinegar
11⁄2 tsp. fresh lemon juice
1 clove garlic, minced
11⁄2 tsp. granulated sugar
1⁄2 tsp. salt
1⁄8 tsp. ground black pepper
1⁄3 cup vegetable oil

Salad:
1 package (10 oz.) mixed
salad greens

1 small cucumber, thinly
sliced

1⁄2 cup Fisher Chef’s Naturals
Walnuts

1 package (6 oz.) fresh
raspberries

For dressing, whisk vinegar,
lemon juice, garlic, sugar, salt
and pepper in small bowl.
Slowly add oil, whisking until
well blended. Cover and refrig-
erate 4 hours or overnight to
blend flavors. For salad, com-
bine mixed greens, cucumber
slices and walnuts in serving
bowl. Whisk dressing; drizzle
over top. Toss salad to coat.
Scatter raspberries over top.
Serve immediately.

Yield: 4 servings
Skill level: easy

Fisher Offers FreshTips For CookingWith Nuts
This Holiday Season

The new Fisher Freshness Seal
Bag locks in freshness and
makes it easier to scoop nuts
right out of the bag.

(NAPSA)—From the hottest to
coldest and wettest to driest,
extreme weather takes a toll on a
vehicle, including wiper blades.
Rain and snowfall mean wipers
should be checked for wear from
use, while dry and hot weather
can also damage wiper blades.
Extreme heat or extended periods
of nonuse can cause the blade rub-
ber to take a set or curve in one
direction, causing poor wiping
performance and limited visibility
through the windshield.
To prepare your car for nasty

weather, inspecting wiper blades
should be part of your seasonal
safety check. Properly maintained
wiper blades are an easy, low-cost
way to ensure the clearest sight
line in inclement weather and
improve driving safety.
An estimated 90 percent of a

motorist’s driving decisions are
based on how well he or she sees
the road, yet many drivers over-
look replacing worn wiper blades.
Studies show that driver vision is
a factor in more than 40 percent of
all vehicle crashes.
“I can’t imagine anything

being more important than the
ability of the driver to see clearly
through the windshield,” says
Alexia Hayes, a wiper blade tech-
nical engineer and mother of two
young children. Hayes suggests
checking blades periodically and
replacing them about every six
months.

“Wiper blades are one of the
most overlooked pieces of safety
equipment,” says Hayes. “But you
won’t find a faster or lower-cost way
to make yourself and your family
safer than by changing them.”

Better Blades
Worn, torn or inefficient blades

leave streaks, a film and an incon-
sistent view of the road that can
limit vision or delay driver judg-
ment. New blades can provide a
better and longer-lasting clear
view of the road.
One option is the Michelin

Stealth hybrid technology wiper
blade, with a patent-pending,
spring-loaded design for superior
contact with the windshield and
improved wiping performance in
all weather conditions.
For more information, visit

www.michelinstealth.com.

Keeping Families Safe Behind TheWheel

Properly functioning wiper
blades can provide clearer vision
for safer driving, helping you to
avoid accidents, especially in bad
weather.

Copying OnThe Go
(NAPSA)—You may feel like the

star in an espionage movie when
you take out a palm-size device
that lets you copy flash drives at
the speed of 2GB per minute, but
in the future, such compact,
portable devices may be standard
equipment for anyone who wants
to make copies without a computer.
For example, the Professional 2-

copy USB Duplicator, which
weighs only 12 ounces, can easily
slip into a briefcase, purse or back-
pack for fast, portable duplicating.

Previously, most users required
a desktop or laptop computer to
duplicate a USB flash drive. But a
portable duplicator can help sales-
people copy PowerPoint presenta-
tions, brochures or sales litera-
ture; engineers and technicians to
transfer documents in-field; pre-
senters to easily disseminate
material at trade shows or semi-
nars; and teachers to pass out
study materials and homework.
Even those in creative fields can
employ it to distribute copies of
their product, be it music, video,
literature or graphic art. As an
added bonus, the device also veri-
fies the specs of most any USB
flash drive. For more information
on EZ Dupe’s 2-copy USB Duplica-
tor, go to www.officedepot.com or
visit any Office Depot location.

At only 12 ounces, the compact
device can fit into a purse or
backpack.

(NAPSA)—To help a Make-A-
Wish child, send a letter to Santa
at any Macy’s. For each letter,
Macy’s will donate one dollar, up
to $1 million, to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation to grant the wishes of
children with life-threatening
medical conditions. Learn more at
www.macys.com/believe.

* * *
In a survey conducted by Tol-

una Global Omnibus for the
National Association of Music
Merchants (NAMM), 58 percent of
consumers regretted not learning
to play a musical instrument. Con-
sider giving one as a gift. For more
information, visit www.wanna
playmusic.com.

* * *
For teachers, Verizon’s Think

finity.org offers free lesson plans devel-
oped by leading educational institu-
tions thatmeet state standards. These
lesson plans can be easily incorpo-
rated into any classroom.

* * *
As all skin types vary and have

different needs, the Lubriderm
Daily Moisture line includes four
fast-absorbing, nongreasy mois-
turizers: Daily Moisture Lotion,
Daily Moisture Lotion Fragrance
Free, Daily Moisture with SPF 15
Lotion, and Daily Moisture Lotion
for Sensitive Skin.

* * *
To help keep families safer this

holiday season, UL and The Mup-
pets have launched a series of
online safety videos. To learn more,
visit www.SafetyAtHome.com.

***
If you tell the truth, you don’t
have to remember anything.

—Mark Twain
***

***
Who lies for you will lie against
you.

—Bosnian Proverb
***

***
A half truth is a whole lie.

—Yiddish Proverb
***

***
Humility is to make a right esti-
mate of one’s self.
—Charles Haddon Spurgeon

***

***
Now we sit through Shake-
speare in order to recognize the
quotations.

—Orson Welles
***




