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(NAPSA)—People have differ-
ent attitudes about credit. For
some, taking on any kind of debt
is to be avoided. For others, credit
is necessary for buying what they
want, when they want it.
The fact is, credit is neither

inherently good nor bad—it’s sim-
ply a tool that requires responsi-
ble use. And like any tool, the out-
come depends on the skill with
which you use it.
What TypeOf Credit IsAvailable?
Approaching credit strategically

starts by understanding the differ-
ent types of credit. It’s important to
carefully consider which type of
credit to use for each financial goal
you have. For example:
•Credit cards can be used for

everyday purchases, unplanned
expenses and large purchases.
•Personal loans or lines of

credit can be used for large pur-
chases, unplanned expenses and
debt consolidation.
•Auto loans are for new or

used vehicles, or refinancing a car
loan to lower the interest rate or
payment.
•Private student loans help

pay for tuition and other eligible
education-related expenses.
•Home equity loans or lines of

credit can be used for major
repairs or improvements, debt
consolidation or other major pur-
chases or expenses.
•Mortgage loans are for home

purchases and/or refinancing to
lower the interest rate or payment.
Setting Yourself Up For Success
Qualifying for these different

types of credit will include an
examination of your credit his-
tory—the track record you’ve
established managing credit and
making payments over time.

If you don’t have an established
history, you may need to build
one. There are credit products
available that use nontraditional
information as a substitute for
credit history. Once again, strat-
egy comes into play.
For example, if you don’t have

enough credit history, you might
consider applying for and respon-
sibly using a cell phone account,
secured credit card, or gas or
retail credit card. You could take
out a loan with a co-borrower or a
loan secured with savings or a
CD. To learn how credit scores
work, you can visit myfico.com.
If You HaveALess-Than-Perfect
Credit History, You Should:
•Be sure to pay bills on time.
•Check your credit reports

annually for free at annualcredit
report.com.
•Correct any mistakes on your

credit reports.
•Pay down high-interest-rate

debt first.
•Pay more than the minimum

amount due.
•Avoid opening new credit

accounts you don’t need.

•Apply for a secured credit card
or loan, which is typically easier to
qualify for than unsecured credit
but will require some kind of col-
lateral in order to open the account.
If you have too much debt

for your income, here are some
steps you can consider:
•When possible, consider con-

solidating debt into a lower-inter-
est-rate loan or account.
•Pay off high-interest-rate

debt first.
•Build your personal savings.
•Develop a budget and main-

tain it.
•Consider whether you have

other income sources you may
want to disclose when you fill out
an application for credit.
•Consider whether to include a

co-borrower on your loan when you
decide the time is right to apply.
As you build your credit portfolio

and you’re approved for higher credit
lines, it remains important to stay
current on all your payments. Thirty-
five percent of your credit score is
based on payment history. As you
make regular on-time payments to
your loan or credit card, you can
begin to build a good credit history.
More important, a late payment

on your credit report could lead to
being charged a higher interest rate
or being declined for credit.
Getting InformationAboutCredit
How you manage your credit

can help you reach your goals—or
it can hold you back. Learn more
about how to use credit responsi-
bly to achieve your goals by visit-
ing the Smarter Credit™ resource
center at www.wellsfargo.com/
smarter_credit.
To learn more about your credit

options, visit www.wellsfargo.
com/creditoptions.

Tips OnTaking A Strategic ApproachTo Credit

As you build your credit portfolio
and you’re approved for higher
credit lines, it remains important to
stay current on all your payments.

(NAPSA)—The secret to a suc-
cessful dinner is often revealed by
how long family and friends linger
at the table, enjoying the extra
time together that an after-dinner
coffee and dessert allow. Great
hosts and hostesses know that a
delicious dessert, after-dinner
drinks and stimulating conversa-
tion can make a delightful dinner
even more memorable. For a real
treat, why not hold the half-and-
half and enrich the expected after-
dinner coffee with Irish cream
liqueur instead? Then pair the
Irish cream coffee with a dessert
that has the same delicious flavor:

Irish Cream Cheesecake
1½ cups chocolate wafer

crumbs (about ¾ of 9-ounce
pack chocolate wafers)

3 Tablespoons butter, melted
3 8-ounce packages cream
cheese, room temperature

¾ cup Carolans Irish Cream
4 ounces white chocolate,
melted

¾ cup sugar
1½ teaspoons vanilla extract
½ teaspoon almond extract
5 eggs

Topping:
1 cup sour creammixed with
2 Tablespoons sugar and 1
Tablespoon Carolans Irish
Cream

Garnish:
Shaved bittersweet
chocolate
1. Preheat oven to 325° F.
2. Mix cookie crumbs and

butter and press into a 9"
removable-bottom spring-form
pan. Bake crust for 10 minutes
and set aside to cool. Reduce
oven temp to 300° F.
3. Combine cream cheese,

Carolans Irish Cream, white
chocolate, sugar, vanilla and
almond extracts in a food proces-
sor and puree until smooth.
4. Add eggs and pulse until

just blended. Pour into crust.

Wrap bottom of pan in foil and
place in a larger pan. Pour wa-
ter in the outer pan halfway up
the side of the spring-form pan.
5. Bake at 300° F for 1 hour,

15 minutes or until center is
just about set. Turn off oven,
but leave pan in for another 30
minutes. Remove the cheese-
cake from the water bath and
cool at room temperature.
6. Top with flavored sour

cream topping and sprinkle
with shaved chocolate. Refrig-
erate for 2 hours.
Serves 12.
Good bakers are selective and

use only fine-quality ingredients.
Carolans Irish Cream is an authen-
tic, award-winning cream liqueur
from County Tipperary in Ireland,
made from real double cream, nat-
ural honey and Irish whiskey. It’s
creamier than many other liqueurs
and cordials and is delicious in cof-
fee or simply on ice. Its luxurious
quality and affordable price make
it an excellent choice for holiday
baking and entertaining.
For further information and

recipes, visit www.carolans.ie and
www.facebook.com/carolans.

A Sophisticated EndTo A Memorable Meal

Cooler weather can be a great
excuse to enjoy the company and
comfort of dinner, dessert and
warm after-dinner drinks with
friends.

(NAPSA)—Medicare Part D open
enrollment runs from Oct. 15–Dec.
7. For information, call (800)
MEDICARE or use theMedicare Plan
Finder tool to compare plans or to
enroll online at www.Medicare.gov.

* * *
Women trying to promote diges-

tive, feminine and immune health,
may want to consider Provella™

probiotic dietary supplement. It’s
behind the pharmacy counter at
retail pharmacies nationwide and
on the drugstore.com™ website. For
more information and coupons, visit
www.provella.com.

* * *
Banner Alzheimer’s Institute

(BAI)—a nonprofit organization ded-
icated to Alzheimer’s—created the
Alzheimer’s Prevention Registry to
advance research and keep people
informed of scientific advances and
promising therapies. To learn more,
visit www.endalznow.org.

* * *
The key to managing asthma is

finding a way to help control the
inflammation in the lungs. This
may reduce sensitivity to asthma
triggers. SYMBICORT is a drug
designed to help those with asthma
manage it. To learn more, visit
MySymbicort.com

* * *
“Most commonly used medica-

tions for pain relief are safe and
should not interfere with breast-
feeding,” said AmericanAssociation
of Nurse Anesthetists President
Janice Izlar, CRNA, DNAP. Certified
registered nurse anesthetists are
anesthesia professionals. Learnmore
at www.aana.com.

* * *
The Kanzius Noninvasive Radio-

wave Cancer Treatment, being
researched at M.D.Anderson Cancer
Center in Houston, Texas, may be
effective against several kinds of
cancer without the devastating side
effects of other treatments. Learn
more at www.Kanzius.org or call
(814) 480-5776.

* * *
Concern for their children’s safety

is one of the main reasons parents
consider having LASIK eye surgery
to correct their vision, according to
Dr. Eric Donnenfeld, a leading refrac-
tive surgeon. For more information
and to download a patient checklist,
visit www.americanrefractivesurgery
council.org.

* * *
The Prevention Research Centers

Program, funded by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
researches ways to prevent heart
attacks and strokes, in line with the
Department of Health and Human
Services’Million Hearts™ campaign.
Learn more at www.millionhearts.
hhs.gov and www.cdc.gov/prc.

(NAPSA)—Assisted living is
designed for those who need some
help in their daily lives but don’t
require the advanced medical care
provided by a skilled nursing
home. To learn more, visit
www.brookdaleliving.com.

* * *
Every T.J.Maxx and Marshalls

store offers a unique selection of
standout gifts and fashionable
items, for less than at department
stores. See what they have in store
this holiday season at
www.facebook.com/marshalls and
www.facebook.com/tjmaxx.

* * *
Changes in financial aid have

made going back to college worth
the time for many adult students,
say experts at Bellevue Univer-
sity. More than 47 percent of
enrollees in U.S. higher education
institutions can now be classified

(NAPSA)—CareZone, an entirely
private, ad-freewebsite, lets you safely
manage private information associ-
ated with an elderly relative, from
Social Security numbers to lists of
online accounts and passwords or
medications. Learn more at www.
CareZone.com and (888) 407-7785.

* * *
It is estimated that one in five

Americans have been on a cruise.
To learn more and find a cruise that’s
right for you—and get cruise cred-
its that you can use aboard a ship—
visit the website at www.Discount
Cruises.com or call 877-660-1467.

* * *
One website makes it possible to

shop and promote jobs in the U.S. at
the same time. The website, called
MadeinUSAForever.com, offers over
3,800products—allmade in theU.S.A.
Learn more at www.MadeinUSA
Forever.com.

* * *
The nonprofit Kids Safety First,

founded by automotive technology
and safety experts JorgenWeterrings
and PK Shrivastava, holds child
safety seat inspections at Mitsubishi
dealerships to show how to select,
install and use child restraint sys-
tems. For a list of dealerships, visit
www.kidssafetyfirst.org.

* * *
According to a recent survey, more

than three-quarters of consumers
are planning to shop online for hol-
iday gifts this year. For complete sur-
vey results and tips for small busi-
nesses on maximizing visibility this
holiday season, visit www.deluxe.
com/holiday_trends_survey.

* * *
An animated film from Disney

starring Tinker Bell is available on
Blu-ray™and DVD. Called “Secret
of the Wings,” it introduces Tinker
Bell to a winter fairyland where a
new world of adventure unfolds. For
more information, visit www.dis
ney.com/SecretoftheWings.

* * *
If like many business owners you

use the same vehicles for personal
and business use, there are a few
things you should know about insur-
ance. Visit www.wellsfargo.com/
insurance to learn more.




