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(NAPSA)—The National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion just released its 2015 predic-
tions, and there’s good news and
bad news. The good news is that
fewer hurricanes than normal are
predicted, but the bad news is
that even one storm is too much.
And if weather forecasts have
taught us one thing, it’s that
things rarely go as planned.
Last year, the Atlantic saw six

hurricanes form, including two
major storms. While most popu-
lated areas were spared, parts of
North Carolina were flooded and
Bermuda was struck by two hurri-
canes within a week. The varia-
tion in damages we see in any year
highlights that severe weather
forecasting is still an inexact sci-
ence. The result is a mixture of
unnecessary panic and unpre-
pared populations that can put
significant pressure on local gov-
ernments and emergency services.
Just as a hurricane brings

chaos wherever it goes, the gov-
ernment agencies and organiza-
tions charged with the safety of
citizens face an uphill battle when
it comes to coordination. Accord-
ing to a report issued by the
National Weather Service, agen-
cies need the ability to communi-
cate with one another—and with
the general public—during an
emergency weather event. In most
areas, local government offices,
emergency medical services, law
enforcement, hospitals and media
outlets all maintain their own
contacts and a variety of different
communication channels. When
dangerous weather develops, this
makes it a challenge to rapidly
notify citizens and coordinate
response efforts.
Traditionally, efforts to reach

the public have been limited to TV
or radio broadcasts, but emergency
mass notification systems are now
enabling communities to broadcast
alerts more widely, including voice
and text notifications, to millions
of citizens. Equally important,
however, is the ability of these
organizations to communicate
with one another. As weather sys-

tems develop, forecasters need to
be able to notify emergency med-
ical responders so they can pre-
pare for an increase in demand. As
conditions progress, responders in
the field need the ability to update
one another in real time, such as if
a street becomes flooded and needs
to be closed.
To address both sets of needs,

government offices and emer-
gency responders should consider
deploying a networked crisis com-
munication system, such as
AtHoc Connect, that includes
these capabilities:
•The ability for separate orga-

nizations to communicate with one
another while each maintains its
own sensitive information
•The ability to send and re-

ceive notifications via multiple
channels including desktop,
mobile, two-way radios, warning
sirens, roadside electronic signs
and any other alerting method
that is available
•Rich, informed, two-way com-

munication that gives responders
in the field the ability to share
text, photos, video and the location
information of individuals for
more-informed decision making
and personnel tracking.
A strong communication foun-

dation based on such principles
reduces the chaos during a hurri-
cane and gives everyone better sit-
uational awareness. A networked
crisis communication system gives
communities the notification and
coordination tools to keep citizens
safe, whether it’s hurricane sea-
son or not.
To learn more, visit www.

athoc.com.

Weathering The StormWith Communication

Good communication can help
you weather the storm.

(NAPSA)—Food trends contin-
ually evolve and when it comes
to snacking, right now it’s all
about the heat. Blue Diamond’s
Sriracha-flavored almonds give
the bold consumer a snack
packed full of spice and flavor.
Having combined a hot bite of
chili and garlic, the Sriracha
almond will “Get Your Good
Going.” With six grams of protein
in every 1 oz. serving, this is the
perfect snack to keep you ener-
gized, at home and on-the-go.
Blue Diamond Sriracha almonds
are a multifunctional, quick and
delicious snack you can enjoy as
a standalone or for use as a fla-
vorful addition to recipes such as
these:

Sweet and Spicy Trail Mix

2 cups Sriracha Blue
Diamond Almonds

2 cups granola
3 cups pretzels
1 cup dried cranberries
½ cup white chocolate
chips

In a large bowl, combine
Sriracha Blue Diamond
Almonds, granola, pretzels,
dried cranberries, and white
chocolate chips. Lightly stir to
combine. Serve immediately
or store in a covered con-
tainer until ready to eat.
As developed by TheWhole

Serving.com.

Bold Sriracha Protein Bars

1½ cups Blue Diamond Bold
Sriracha almonds

1 cup sunflower seeds
¾ cup pepitas cup hemp seeds
¼ cup sesame seeds
²⁄3 cup dried cranberries
¹⁄3 cup brown rice syrup
2 tablespoons agave nectar

Line an 8 x 8 baking dish
with parchment paper. Leave
extra on the sides to use when
lifting out of baking dish.
Lightly coat parchment with
oil. In a large bowl mix
together the first five ingredi-
ents. Mix the brown rice syrup
and agave together in a small
saucepan over medium-high
heat, stirring occasionally.
Allow to boil two to three min-
utes. Pour over nut and seed
mixture and mix quickly to
evenly coat. Syrup hardens
fast. Transfer to baking dish
and spread in an even layer
using a spatula (or your hand,
with a piece of plastic wrap
covered over mixture). Allow to
cool completely, about 1 hour
outside fridge or 30 to 45 min-
utes in the fridge. Lift out of
dish using parchment paper
and cut bars in desired sizes.
As developed by Pumpkin

Spice.com.
For more great recipes, go to

www.bluediamondgrowers.com.

Sriracha-Flavored Almonds AreThe New King Of Heat

Bold Sriracha Protein Bars are
spicy, salty and sweet—and very
easy to make.

Almonds, crunchy granola, pret-
zels, dried cranberries and white
chocolate give Sweet and Spicy
Trail Mix a wonderful combina-
tion of flavors.

(NAPSA)—Generac’s home
standby generators offer advanced
protection for digital homes. They
kick on within seconds of a power
outage and remote monitoring is
now standard on all models, and
2015 models are quieter and
require less maintenance.

* * *
You can save money, feel better

and maybe even look better with a
good water softener such as Pro-

Mate EcoMax. For facts about
water softening and to find a
nearby Hellenbrand Dealer who
carries the ProMate EcoMax, go to
www.hellenbrand.com/locate-your-
water-expert.

* * *
There are simple and energy-

efficient ways homeowners can
stay cool during hot weather while
managing utility costs. Learn
them at lghvac.com.

Protecting And Recovering
YourWages

(NAPSA)—For too many work-
ers in the U.S., a fair day’s pay for a
fair day’s work doesn’t ring true.
That’s especially the case in certain
sectors of the economy including
construction, food service, agricul-
ture, janitorial, retail and hospital-
ity. Too often, employers mistakenly
or intentionally deny workers the
wages to which they are legally
entitled, such as the minimum
wage and overtime.

That’s where the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor’s Wage and Hour
Division comes in. The agency
enforces federal labor laws. If it
investigates and finds that an
employer failed to pay at least the
minimum wage and overtime, it
can recover unpaid wages on
behalf of workers.
The Wage and Hour Division

wants to make sure those wages
are quickly handed over to the
workers who earned them, yet
finding workers can sometimes be
a challenge.
But there’s now a new online

tool called Workers Owed Wages.
It’s available in English and Span-
ish and allows workers or their
advocates to find out—through a
set of user-friendly questions—if
they are owed wages currently held
as the result of an investigation.
To use the Workers Owed Wages

tool, visit http://webapps.dol.gov/
wow. For more information on wage
laws or to file a complaint, visit
www.dol.gov/whd or call (866) 4-
USWAGE.

Workers who may be due money
from an investigation have a new
online tool.

The snack called Cracker Jack
originated in Chicago and it
thought to be the first snack to
use toys in the package to mar-
ket the product.

York County in cental Penn-
sylvania is considered by many
in the industry to be the Snack
Food Capital The area is home to
a number of snack food factories
including Snyders of Hanover
and Utz Snacks.

“Happy as a clam” is from the expression “happy as a clam at high
tide.” Clams are only harvested when the tide is out.

A “walla-walla” scene is one in which extras pretend to be talking in
the background—when they say “walla-walla,” it sounds like they are
actually having a conversation.




