
5

(NAPSA)—The Mendoza region
—the heart of Argentina’s wine-
making district—has long been
known for its high altitude and
full-bodied wines.

Now, the oldest operating win-
ery in the region has taken a step
back in time to put its own twist
on an Argentine winemaking tra-
dition—a blended red wine.

The winery is Don Miguel
Gascón and the wine
is named Colosal.
According to Ernesto
“Nesti” Bajda, the
winemaker, Colosal
represents the long-
standing Argentine

tradition of red blends.
The wine itself is named for the

robust, full-bodied wine that was
first made at Bodegas Escorihuela
Gascón in 1890 by Don Miguel
Gascón himself.

This full-bodied blend is Mal-
bec based, with layers of
Bonarda, Syrah and Cabernet
Sauvignon to add complexity and
rounder tannins. Distinctive fla-
vors of dark blackberry, ripe
plum and dark cherry meld with
hints of oak, chocolate and mint,
for a wine that could only be
called Colosal.

Varietal Breakdown:
Each of the distinctive vari-

etals contributes a unique charac-
teristic to the wine.

•Malbec: The thick skin of this
dark grape translates to a deep
purplish-black color, comple-
mented by floral violet aromas
and dark fruit flavors with mouth-
filling tannins.

•Bonarda: Light bodied, with
fruit-forward flavors of ripe cherry
and plum that meld with smooth
tannins to create a pleasantly
sweet mouthfeel with an overall
elegance.

•Syrah: Dark skinned and full
of flavor, this grape often produces
blackberry, black pepper and spice
aromas with occasional hints of
green olive and a white pepper
finish.

•Cabernet Sauvignon: Small
and robust, this grape imparts
sturdy tannins, black fruit aromas
and flavors with some herbaceous
hints and offers a softening effect
when blended with other varieties.

Predominantly Malbec, Colosal
owes its round, soft tannins, ele-
gant floral aromas and intensely
deep purple color to this grape.
Syrah’s finesse and herbal spice
hints complement Bonarda’s sweet
licorice notes, giving Colosal its
edge. Cabernet Sauvignon adds a
strong mouthfeel and complexity.

Each of these varietals repre-
sents the best example of a type of
wine produced in a region known
for high altitudes, semiarid soil
and four distinct seasons.

The wines of the region are also
celebrated for the way they can be
paired with different dishes.

As a native Argentine, Don
Miguel Gascón winemaker
Ernesto “Nesti” Bajda grew up
with an intrinsic proclivity for

barbecuing meats and all the
ingredients that come along with
it. This passion was further real-
ized during a trip to Texas to pro-
mote his wines, where he received
a book featuring various barbecue
rubs and sauces that he had never
heard of before, and has been
hooked ever since.

“I’m especially drawn to the
interaction that occurs when a
spice, rub or sauce is added to
meat. This idea of blending vari-
ous ingredients for the best, most
flavorful outcome isn’t unlike
what I do in the cellar with
Gascón wines,” Nesti says. “I’ve
currently collected more than 40
various rubs and am always on
the lookout for more, but my
favorites are still those that I
create at home, like the two
below.”

For chicken:
2 parts oregano
½ part minced garlic
1 part paprika

Once rubbed, sprinkle some
fresh peppermint leaves and
lemon zest.

Add salt right before taking
off the grill.

For beef:
3 parts thyme
2 parts black pepper
1 part red pepper flakes
½ part oregano
1 or 2 pinches of nutmeg

Rub meat liberally prior to
grilling.

To learn more about pairing
full-bodied blended red wines such
as Colosal with these and other
grilled meats using rubs, visit
www.gasconwine.com.

The Bold Flavors Of Argentina’s Mendoza Meet In A Single Wine

Distinguished Argentine wine-
maker Ernesto “Nesti” Bajda
uses various barbecue rubs and
spices to add delicious flavors to
grilled meats—paired with
Colosal, a red blended wine.
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(NAPSA)—Some may be sur-
prised at the thought of the king
of a North African country calling
for the restoration of the country’s
synagogues and acknowledging
the country’s rich history of cul-
tural diversity.

Yet that was exactly the case
recently when Morocco’s King
Mohammed VI highlighted Moroc-
co’s Jewish heritage and reaf-
firmed his country’s commitment
to religious freedom and diversity.

His comments came at the
restoration ceremony of Slat al
Fassiyine Synagogue in Fez. Built
in the 17th century, it is the oldest
synagogue in Fez, where much of
the old city, or medina, has been
designated a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

The synagogue had fallen into
disrepair and had been closed
since the 1960s. With funding
from Morocco’s Jewish community
and the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, Slat al Fassiyine has now
been restored and a ceremony was
held to celebrate the completion of
the two-year renovation effort.

A Diverse Heritage
In his message, King Moham-

med VI highlighted Morocco’s
diverse cultural heritage: “The
Moroccan people’s cultural tradi-
tions, which are steeped in his-
tory, are rooted in our citizens’
abiding commitment to the princi-
ples of coexistence, tolerance and
harmony between the various
components of the nation.

“As is enshrined in the King-
dom’s new Constitution, the Hebrew
heritage is indeed one of the time-
honored components of our national
identity. For this reason, I wish to
call for the restoration of all the syn-
agogues in the other Moroccan cities
so that they may serve not only as
places of worship, but also as forums
for cultural dialogue and for the

promotion of our cultural values.”
The king also said the two-year

restoration of the 17th century
synagogue bore “eloquent testi-
mony to the spiritual wealth and
diversity of the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco and its heritage.”

A Message of Tolerance
Some 200 people attended the

ceremony, including Moroccan
Prime Minister Abdelilah Benki-
rane, representatives of the Ger-
man government, and leaders of
the Moroccan Jewish community.

Serge Berdugo, president of the
Judeo-Moroccan Patrimony Foun-
dation, said that the restoration is
a “message of peace and toler-
ance.” “Slat al Fassiyine teaches
us a beautiful lesson,” he said. “It
represented the past, bound to
disappear. Its restoration process
anticipated the future, and that
future is now. Moroccan Judaism’s
time has come. This community is
part of the Moroccan reality.”

This information is provided by
Beckerman on behalf of the gov-
ernment of Morocco. Further infor-
mation is available at the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Morocco: An Oasis Of Tolerance And Diversity

Rabbis pray as Jewish and Mus-
lim leaders listen during the inau-
guration of the Slat al Fassiyine
Synagogue in the northern Mo-
roccan city of Fez.
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(NAPSA)—If someone you didn’t
know asked to borrow money from
you, what would you need to know
before you took the risk of making
the loan? Most likely, you would want
to know that this person had bor-
rowed money before and had a good
track record of repaying it.

Banks and other lenders are no
different. They decide whether to
loan you money based in part on
the history they see on your credit
report. They use this information
to determine how much of a risk
you are—the lower your credit
risk, the lower the interest rate
they charge you.

So what do lenders look for
when they size you up?

1. Your payment track rec-
ord. Whether you’re applying for a
credit card, cell phone service or
new utilities hookup, creditors
want to see that you have a history
of making regular, on-time pay-
ments. A single missed payment
can lower your score. Bankruptcies,
collections, judgments, defaults,
liens, foreclosures or repossessions
may result in a decline.

2. Your current debts. The
less you owe, the better. What you
spend each month on credit pay-
ments shouldn’t be more than 40
percent of your total after-tax

income. This is known as your
debt-to-income ratio.

3. Your credit history. Natu-
rally, lenders want to see that you
have a long, consistent track
record of repaying what you owe.

4. New accounts. Lenders also
want to see how much new debt
you’re taking on. So it’s important
to remember that each application
you submit—regardless of
whether you’re approved—will
show up on your credit report and
potentially lower your score.

5. Types of credit. Creditors
want to see that you’ve had expe-
rience using different types of
credit. They look more favorably,
however, on some types of credit
than others:

a. A mortgage looks good as long
as you’ve kept up your payments.

b. Vehicle loans and bank loans
can show a history of repaying a
significant amount of money con-
sistently over time.

c. Credit cards can be a plus, as
long as you’ve made regular pay-
ments and don’t apply for multiple
new cards in a short period of time.
Avoid using more than 35 percent
of your total available credit.

When is the last time you
checked your credit report?

It’s important to keep tabs on
your credit report so you can:

•Know what lenders will see
when you apply for credit

•Be sure the information is
correct—and if it’s not, take steps
to get it corrected

•See where you may have oppor-
tunities to improve your score.

By law, you can request a free
credit report once every 12
months from each of the nation-
wide consumer credit-reporting
companies: Equifax, Experian and
TransUnion.

You can order all three reports
online at annualcreditreport.com.

You can get the step-by-step infor-
mation you need to help establish
credit for the first time, improve your
credit standing, get more credit or
pay down your credit obligations at
www.wellsfargo.com/smarter_credit.

When Applying For A Loan, Put Yourself In The Lender’s Shoes

Lenders decide whether to loan you
money based in part on the history
they see on your credit report.

(NAPSA)—Protect your biggest
investments: your family and your
home. A few easy electrical safety
steps can help ensure that your
home continues to be a safe haven
for your family. The Electrical
Safety Foundation International
recommends the following tips to
help protect your home and family
from electrical hazards and fires:

•Regularly check all cords, out-
lets, switches and appliances for
signs of damage or wear.

•Use extension cords only
temporarily.

•Be sure that outlets are not
overloaded with too many devices.
They can overheat and start a
fire.

•Look and listen for warning
signs of an electrical problem such
as outlets and switches that are
warm, or make crackling, sizzling
or buzzing sounds.

•Always replace fuses or cir-
cuit breakers with the correct size
and amperage. And make sure all
circuits are labeled correctly.

•Consider having your break-
ers upgraded to state-of-the-art
AFCI circuit breakers. Keep the

electrical panel accessible so you
can quickly shut off power in an
emergency.

•Install smoke alarms on every
level of your home. Place alarms
inside each bedroom and outside
each sleeping area. Test them
once a month, change the batter-
ies at least once a year, and
replace the alarm itself every 10
years.

For more electrical safety tips,
visit www.esfi.org.

Protect Your House And Family

A few easy electrical safety steps
can help ensure that your home
continues to be a safe haven for
your family.




