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(NAPSA)—The Mardi Gras
Season begins in mid-January and
ends on Fat Tuesday, February 8th.
This is just two days after another
national event—Super Bowl. So
consider combining these two fun-
filled events into one Super Mardi
Gras Party. Here’s how:

Decorate your Big Game
Mardi Gras party table. 

The official colors of Mardi Gras
are purple, green and gold. Plates,
glasses and napkins in these colors
create a festive Carnival decor.
Colorful bead necklaces and masks
are terrific Mardi Gras decora-
tions. Add great New Orleans-style
food and your party table is set.

Serve Fun and 
Authentic Food.

Few things say New Orleans
like Jambalaya—Carnival style.
Chicken wings—a football party
favorite—get a whole new kick
when you dip them in a sauce
made with a New Orleans twist.
Both dishes are a snap to pre-
pare and easy to serve big, hun-
gry crowds. Easy to prepare and
easy to serve—now that makes
for a big and easy Mardi Gras
party.  

Your Big Game party with a
Mardi Gras theme can be truly
authentic if you include Zatarain’s
on your menu. Zatarain’s has been
a New Orleans tradition since
1889 and the authority on the real
flavor and fun of New Orleans. 

Carnival Jambalaya

2 8-oz. boxes of Zatarain’s
New Orleans Style
Jambalaya Mix

4 Tbsp vegetable oil
(optional)

5 cups water
1 pound smoked sausage

sliced 1⁄4 inch thick

1 pound cooked chicken
breasts (about 4 medium)
cubed

In a 5-quart saucepan, com-
bine 5 cups of water, 4 table-
spoons vegetable oil (optional)
and bring to a boil. Add
Zatarain’s Jambalaya Mix and
meat. Return mixture to a
boil. Reduce heat, stir, cover,
and simmer over low heat for
25 minutes. Remove from heat,
let stand for 5 minutes. Fluff
and serve. The cooked Jamba-
laya may be garnished with
thinly sliced scallions. Other
options include adding cooked
shrimp or ham cut into bite-
size pieces. Recipe makes
about ten 1-cup servings.

New Orleans Style Chicken
Wing Dipping Sauce

1 12-oz. jar of refrigerated
chunky Bleu Cheese
dressing

3⁄4 cup of Zatarain’s Creole
Mustard

1⁄3 cup scallions chopped fine
(reserve a teaspoon of
chopped green tops for
garnish)

1 tsp Zatarain’s Creole
Seasoning

24 pieces of chicken wings,
tips discarded (or
drummettes)

Mix all ingredients except
chicken wings and refrigerate
at least two hours before serv-
ing (overnight is preferable).
Serve as a dipping sauce for
cooked chicken wings (baked,
broiled, fried or grilled) and
celery stalks. Tastes great
with other raw vegetables,
too! Serves 8 to 10.

For more than a hundred great
recipes, including New Orleans
traditional favorites, plus party
ideas and gift baskets, visit
www.zatarain.com.  

Make Mardi Gras The Theme For Your Big Game Party!

(NAPSA)—If your small busi-
ness still hasn’t connected with
the idea of high-speed Internet
service by satellite, here’s a quick
Q&A to help sort out the issues. 

Q. What is satellite broadband
service?

A. Satellite-based systems
deliver high-speed Internet access
over satellite—not over a tele-
phone line. Satellite broadband
service lets business users and
consumers get online instantly;
enables them to browse the Web
and open pages more quickly; and
download files in a fraction of the
time it takes using a traditional
dial-up modem. 

Q. Is a satellite-based commu-
nications system reliable?

A. The evidence says yes. For
decades, satellites have provided
communications services for global
Fortune 500 companies such as
Wal-Mart, ExxonMobil, Wendy’s
and Ford.

Q. Is high-speed Internet ac-
cess really that important for a
small business?

A. According to the Small Busi-
ness Administration, over half of
small businesses seem to think so.
According to a recent survey, 73
percent of small businesses have
some type of Internet access, with
58 percent of them subscribing to
high-speed Internet.

Q. What benefits do small busi-
nesses experience when they use
high-speed access?

A. Businesses report that it can
help them receive and quickly
respond to orders online, conduct
research, purchase inventory,
access electronic documents from
suppliers, and receive large e-mail
attachments. 

As these applications become
more prevalent and customers
become increasingly reliant on the
Internet for purchasing and com-
munications, experts say busi-
nesses without broadband access
may struggle to compete.

Q. Why are more and more

small businesses selecting broad-
band satellite for their Internet
access?

A. The beauty of satellite
access is that it is available any-
where one has an unobstructed
view of the southern sky. It is not
dependent on the phone or cable
companies rolling out broadband
access lines to hard-to-reach or
remote areas. It is estimated that
about 40 percent of the population
is not reached with terrestrial
means. So, satellite becomes the
only viable alternative. And even
in some metropolitan areas, if one
is too far from the central office,
one cannot get DSL. 

Q. My company is quite small.
Is satellite a viable option for our
needs?

A. Satellite broadband is used
by both small and large busi-
nesses today. In fact, Hughes Net-
work Systems’ service is ideal for
the small business owner. It deliv-
ers high-speed Internet by satel-
lite, so you don’t tie up a phone
line. It’s always on and compatible
with both Windows and Macin-
tosh operating systems, so it can
provide service in any business
environment. 

For more information about
satellite and your business, go to
www.dwayforbiz.com.

Is Satellite Broadband Right For Small Businesses?

Satellite-based broadband ser-
vices can offer small businesses
high-speed Internet access with-
out the need for a telephone line.
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(NAPSA)—CNN Money reports
that consumers plan to spend $702
this year on holiday-related items,
4.5 percent more than last year.
Additionally, it will take the aver-
age family until May 2005 to pay
off holiday credit card debt. Why
pay more when you can have a
great holiday and easily spend
less? Here are five smart money
moves to keep you on budget dur-
ing the holidays and year-round.

• Save Online—Before pur-
chasing online, go to discount code
sites to check for savings on free
shipping, percentage-off discounts
and coupon savings. Some code/
coupon sites include www.shop
persresource.com and www.deal
hunting.com.

• Save Now and Later—One of
the largest monthly expenditures
is health insurance. This year,
Congress passed a law that
cleared the way for Health Sav-
ings Accounts or HSAs. Here are
the basics on HSAs:

1) Same Money, More Sav-
ings—HSAs allow you to lower
your monthly insurance premi-
ums and put the money you save
in a tax-favored savings account.  

2) Tax Benefits—HSAs are
funded with pretax dollars dedi-
cated to pay for health care
needs. Like a savings account,
you put money in and take
money out without penalty if it is
spent on health care-related
expenses. All unused moneys in
the account continue to grow, tax
free, until retirement, much like
an IRA. 

3) Best Site Award—The best site
for finding an HSA-eligible policy
that can enable you to lower
monthly premiums and set up an
HSA is www.eHealthinsurance.com.

They have great information as
well as licensed customer care
representatives available toll free
to help you select the best plan.

• Save by Doing Research—
Local merchants want your busi-
ness and may match online
prices. Use a shopping robot to
find the best price on the Inter-
net, print out the page, and take
it to your nearby store to see if
they will match the deal. Some
Shop Bots are: www.froogle.com
and www.mysimon.com.  

• Save By Making Phone Calls
—Another year-round savings
strategy is to call your credit card
companies and ask for lower inter-
est rates. Most customer service
representatives are authorized to
lower APRs immediately.

• Save on Holiday Travel—
Fuel prices are projected to
remain high this year and saving
several dimes per gallon can
truly add up on that trip to
Grandma’s house. Go to www.Gas
PriceWatch.com to access pricing
information on 126,900 gas sta-
tions nationwide.  

• Ellie Kay is the author of
eight books, a frequent guest on
CNBC and CNN and a national
radio commentator with “Money
Matters.” 

Holi-Daze Five Smart Ways to Save Money

(NAPSA)—A growing number
of people now see how their house
is more than a place to live. It is
also their primary investment. A
new book, “Magic Bullets in Real
Estate,” (Hathshire Press), shows
people how to invest in real estate
in a wise, safe and profitable man-
ner and how to avoid making fool-
ish mistakes and costly errors.
The book is available at www.
MagicBullets.com, Amazon.com
and wherever books are sold. 

Whether you’re buying or sell-
ing or investing, three new real
estate books can give you the
tools to make the right move.
“The Complete Guide to Real
Estate Finance For Investment
Properties” (Wiley, $24.95), shows
how to analyze single-family,
multi-family and commercial
property. “How To Sell Your Home
Without A Broker” (Wiley, $19.95)
gives advice and guidelines for
selling your home yourself. “Real
Estate Millions In Any Market”
(Wiley, $19.95) by Terry Eilers,
teaches you innovative tech-
niques. All three books are avail-
able at bookstores or by visiting
www.wiley.com. 

Julien Studley has had a pro-
found impact on the skyline of
America, an impact that contin-
ues to this day. Yet this brilliant
real estate pioneer never designed
an office building nor construct-
ed a skyscraper. What are the

secrets to his success? “Shaping
The Skyline: The World According
To Real Estate Visionary Julien
Studley” (Wiley, $24.95) is the
compelling story of how Studley
transformed himself from an
unschooled immigrant to the
founder of one of the nation’s most
successful real estate companies.

Many people who have been
out of work because of downsizing
have had to start their own busi-
nesses even though they may not
have the skills to do so. For these
individuals, there’s a book that
shows how to make the emotional
and psychological adjustments re-
quired to become successful as
your own boss. “Wealth Without a
Job: The Entrepreneurs Guide to
Freedom and Security Beyond the
9 to 5 Lifestyle” (Wiley, $24.95), by
Phil Laut and Andy Fuehl shows
people ways to separate emotions
that hinder their success in busi-
ness ownership from the emotions
that help them succeed.

***
It is the mark of an educated
mind to be able to entertain a
thought without accepting it.

—Aristotle 
***

**
The world is full of magical
things patiently waiting for our
wits to grow sharper.

—Bertrand Russell 
***

***
Nothing else in the world...not
all the armies...is so powerful
as an idea whose time has come.

—Victor Hugo 
***

***
I think I should have no other
mortal wants, if I could always
have plenty of music. It seems
to infuse strength into my limbs
and ideas into my brain. Life
seems to go on without effort,
when I am filled with music.

—George Eliot 
***




