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(NAPSA)—There are a lot of
techno buzz phrases these days,
such as instant messaging, digital
photography, online gaming and
many more. The good news for
non-tech savvy parents is that
they can still play an active role in
developing their children’s techni-
cal skills. 

Technical fluency has become
a significant part of determining
success in the workplace, where a
reported 60 percent of the jobs
available today require technol-
ogy skills. However, technology is
not widely integrated into class-
room lesson plans. According to a
survey by the National Center for
Education Statistics, 99 percent
of full-time public school teachers
reported they had access to com-
puters and the Internet some-
where in their school, yet only 33
percent reported feeling well pre-
pared to use computers in their
curriculum to improve student
learning.

Shelley Goldman, Associate
Professor at Stanford University’s
School of Education, provides tips
and questions for parents who
want to better understand if tech-
nology is being used to enhance
their child’s learning process. 

Below are four questions (and
the optimum answers) that mom
and dad can ask to better under-
stand if technology is being used
effectively in their child’s classroom. 

1. Where are the school’s com-
puters located and are they con-
nected to the Internet? Computers
belong in the classroom where
students can access this powerful
tool whenever they need it, like a
dictionary or a textbook. The
Internet is a window to the world,

allowing access to information and
communication. 

2. Who uses computers? Com-
puters are powerful tools for
teachers and students. For exam-
ple, teachers can use them to
research, create exciting lesson
plans, communicate with parents
and colleagues, maintain stu-
dents’ grades and take online pro-
fessional development courses,
which provide models, simula-
tions, and databases of informa-
tion. Students can use them to
conduct research, create and test
models, run simulations and orga-
nize information in new ways,
analyze information, make unique
presentations and communicate
with teachers and parents. 

3. How are computers used?
Computers should be used to
develop critical thinking skills,
not just for rote “drill and prac-
tice” or as a reward to play
games.

4. Have teachers been trained
on how to incorporate technology

into their lesson plans? In the
hands of a skilled teacher, com-
puters and the Internet can be a
significant learning tool in the
classroom. Teacher training such
as Intel® Teach to the Future, a
free professional development
program on effective use of tech-
nology, helps teachers to incorpo-
rate hands-on use of the Internet,
Web page design and multimedia
software into their lesson plans.
For more information, visit
www.intel.com/education. 

If you would like to supplement
your child’s learning process
through the use of technology,
there are several things you can
do. Remember, you do not have to
be a computer expert to help in
important ways. For example, you
could assist a teacher during
class, help with fund-raising
efforts or even help set up equip-
ment in classrooms.

If your child is using the Inter-
net at school or would like to use
it at home for a project, you can
help your child learn to critically
evaluate the information on Web
sites. Discuss answers to ques-
tions such as these: Is the source
credible? Does the information
actually help you address the
question you are asking? 

Beyond seeking information,
you should also discuss your
guidelines for using the Internet.
Are there time limits? Is chatting
with friends using e-mail or
instant messaging permissible?
Are there certain activities or Web
sites that are off-limits?

Applying these tips and asking
these questions may help your
child to use technology more effec-
tively as a learning tool. 

Tips For Parents To “Logon”To Child’s Technology Skills

Parents may be able to do more
than they realize to help their chil-
dren learn with computers.

(NAPSA)—The onset of
autumn makes many people crave
one thing—the caramel apples
they enjoyed as kids. Now you can
capture the goodness of the apple
harvest with a delicious, grown-up
twist to that familiar favorite.

With drizzles of rich caramel
topping and a sprinkling of
chopped pecans, Caramel-Nut
Apple Pie looks like a dress-up
dessert, but it’s simple to prepare.
Just start with convenient refrig-
erated pie crusts and you’re
assured the flaky crusts will look
and taste like homemade.

Serve this perfect apple pie
for a Sunday dinner or a week-
night gathering for friends. You
can find other tasty recipes at
www.Pillsbury.com.

Caramel-Nut Apple Pie

1 (15-oz.) pkg. Pillsbury®

Refrigerated Pie Crusts,
softened as directed on
package

3⁄4 cup sugar
2 tablespoons all-purpose

flour
3⁄4 teaspoon cinnamon
1⁄4 teaspoon salt

1⁄8 teaspoon nutmeg
1 tablespoon lemon juice, if

desired
6 cups (6 medium) thinly

sliced, peeled apples
Water

1 tablespoon sugar
1⁄2 cup caramel ice cream

topping
1⁄4 cup chopped pecans

Heat oven to 425°F. Prepare
pie crusts as directed on pack-
age for two-crust pie using 9-
inch glass pie pan.

In large bowl, combine 3⁄4
cup sugar, flour, cinnamon,
salt and nutmeg; mix well. Add
lemon juice and apples; toss
gently to mix. Spoon into
crust-lined pan. Top with sec-
ond crust; seal edges and flute.
Brush top crust with water
and sprinkle with 1 table-
spoon sugar.

Bake at 425°F for 40 to 45
minutes or until apples are
tender and crust is golden
brown.

To serve, top each slice with
1 tablespoon topping and 11⁄2
teaspoons pecans.

Makes 8 servings.

Enjoy Caramel Apple Flavors In A Simple Pie

(NAPSA)—When your bath-
room is looking tired, an easy
answer is to give your powder
room a facelift.

Breathing life back into a bath-
room doesn’t have to break your
bank or take months on end to
complete.

Rowenta Inc., manufacturer of
high-performance bathroom scales
offers five helpful ideas to create
an ultimate luxury bathroom with-
out the stress of an overly costly
and time-consuming remodeling.

Before you begin, decide what
you want to accomplish. If you
aren’t sure what you’d like to see
at the end, the time it takes for
you to get there may be much
longer than necessary.

1. Take inventory of your bath-
room accessories. Check out your
floor. Does your scale look like it
came off the set of a 70’s sitcom? If
so, it may be time for a new 
one. Rowenta offers beautifully
designed, high-performance scales
in a variety of colors and materi-
als to complement any bathroom.

2. Look around at your walls.
Do you feel like you entered a
dungeon or hospital room? There’s
no need to be trapped by color
choices and no rule states a bath-
room has to be sanitary white.
Don’t be afraid of color. Liven it up
and pick your favorite yellow or
purple. You’ll be amazed what a
fresh coat will do for the bathroom
“blues.”

3. If you like the idea of adding
color to your powder room but you
already like the color you have,
then try some silk flowers in a
ceramic vase. They will add the

pop of color you’re looking for and
you don’t have to worry about
watering them.

4. Pick out a new shower cur-
tain or drapes. There are so many
styles and fabrics from which to
choose now—and they are so easy
to install—you’ll want a new set
for each season.

5. One area that frequently
gets overlooked in a bathroom
facelift is the towel. Towels
should be displayed for all to see
rather than tucked away in a
closet. If you find that your towel
inventory isn’t something worthy
of showing off, it’s probably time
to go to the department store’s
next white sale and grab a new
set of terrys.

Your bathroom will thank you. 
For more information about

Rowenta bathroom scales and
other Rowenta products, visit
www.rowentausa.com.

Remodeling Your Bathroom Is Worth It

Something as simple as get-
ting a new scale can be the
“weigh” to brighten your bath.

It was once believed the leaning tower of Pisa lost its perpendicu-
larity because a giant rested against it.

According to ancient Greek mythology, whoever wore Aphrodite’s
girdle immediately became the object of love.

***
There’s a difference between beauty and charm. A beautiful woman
is one I notice. A charming woman is one who notices me.

—John Erskine
***

Lake Baikal, in Siberia, Russia,
is the deepest lake in the world.
Its deepest part measures 5,371
feet—slightly more than one mile.

The first fire department
established by municipal action
was in New York City in 1659.

***
The finest eloquence is that
which gets things done.

—David Lloyd George
***




