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(NAPSA)—A recent survey,
commissioned to gauge American
attitudes toward soccer, found
that the most memorable single
moment in women’s sports came
in 1999—when the U.S. Women’s
National Team won the FIFA
Women’s World Cup and kicked
American soccer right into the
spotlight.

“For me, it was not about that
moment alone,” said Brandi Chas-
tain, the U.S. Women’s National
Team defender who scored the win-
ning goal and famously removed
her shirt and exposed her sports
bra in celebration. “It was about
the dedication and teamwork that
led up to that final kick.”

The survey, commissioned by
Philips Electronics, an official
partner of the FIFA Women’s
World Cup USA 2003 and U.S.
Soccer, found that the overall pop-
ularity of women’s soccer in the
United States is growing, with
much of the credit likely linked to
the Women’s team. The survey
also found the following:

• Soccer is perceived to be the
most popular sport for girls under
the age of 18;

• A large number of American
adults have a soccer ball in their
house—overall 41 percent—but
among younger adults (18 to 44),
nearly half (49 percent) have a
soccer ball. Additionally, two-
thirds (66 percent) of those house-
holds that have children 18 and
younger have a soccer ball in the
house;

• Forty-seven percent of Amer-
icans most associate the U.S. with
women’s soccer, while only 13 per-
cent of Americans associate the

U.S. with men’s soccer, instead
choosing Brazil as the country
most linked to men’s soccer; and

• Despite the enthusiasm for
the sport, most Americans are still
not clear on the elusive “offside”
rule in soccer and chose an incor-
rect description. However, adults
surveyed from FIFA Women’s
World Cup contender countries
Sweden, Germany and France cor-
rectly described the rule as refer-
ring to when an offensive player
without the ball has fewer than
two defenders between herself
and the end line when the ball is
played forward by a teammate.

Americans can test their soccer
knowledge and root for their
defending champions as Chastain
and her teammates compete in
the FIFA Women’s World Cup
USA 2003. Fans can also watch,
replay and find additional infor-
mation on the matches online via
Philips Matchcast at www.fifa
worldcup.com.

Getting A Kick Out Of Women’s Soccer

U.S. soccer star Brandi Chastain
is actively recruiting fans and
young soccer players—especially
women.

The Little People
(NAPSA)—A modern classic of

British children’s fantasy is now
being published in an omnibus
edition for the first time in the
U.S.

In The Bro-
meliad Trilogy
(HarperCollins,
$17.99), best-
selling author
Terry Pratchett
introduces the
nomes, little peo-
ple who live in a
human world
they don’t quite
understand. Liv-
ing under the
floorboards of a
large depart-
ment store, they
think outside is
only a myth. Soon, they have to face
the outside, first when nomes from
there arrive seeking shelter, and
then directly when they learn the
store is to be demolished. They need
to find a way to survive these
changes, and the adventure is only
beginning.

Pratchett, the creator of the
acclaimed Discworld series, re-cre-
ates a world kids know well: a
world of mystery, of wonder and of
people bigger than they are. He
does it with the satirical wit that
has made him beloved in England
for years.

The Bromeliad Trilogy is avail-
able in bookstores, or go to
www.terrypratchettbooks.com.

The three books
of the Bromeliad
are available in a
single volume.

(NAPSA)—Even though a
record $17 billion in scholarship
money was available during the
2001-2002 academic year, competi-
tion for scholarships remains fierce.
Families can help their child’s
application stand out by encourag-
ing him or her to ask, “What distin-
guishes me from other applicants
and how can I best get that across
on paper?” Remember, the applica-
tion is the only image of the stu-
dent a review committee will see.

The nation’s leading organiza-
tion supporting Hispanic higher
education, the Hispanic Scholar-
ship Fund (HSF), reviews more
than 15,000 scholarship applica-
tions each year. Using this experi-
ence, HSF developed the following
tips for students to consider when
looking to secure scholarships
that will help finance their higher
education:

• Start early. Since most
scholarships are awarded on a
first-come, first-served basis, begin
searching for scholarships at least
one year before planning to enroll
in college. Many students start too
late and miss important deadlines.

• Review applications care-
fully. Some applicants are dis-
qualified because they forget to
sign a form or complete every sec-
tion of an application. Take the
time to check all submissions care-
fully for completeness. Also, only
answer questions asked and have
someone trustworthy review the
application prior to submission.

• Think beyond grades.
Only five percent of scholarships
are merit-based or awarded be-
cause of grades or athletic
achievement. There are many
opportunities for those who give
back to the community or have
specific interests, so be diligent
and conduct plenty of research to
identify those opportunities.

• Be creative. When search-
ing for scholarship opportunities

and completing essays as part of
the application process, creativity
is a must. When developing an
essay, showcase your creativity by
demonstrating an understanding
of the organization providing the
scholarship. Also, research organi-
zations, clubs and associations
that might focus on your areas of
interest outside the realm of busi-
ness and education, and contact
them about possible scholarships.

• Say thank you. Send a
thank-you card after receiving any
type of information or response. A
simple card can make the differ-
ence—but don’t go overboard.

“We understand the great need
for financial assistance and how
competitive the application pro-
cess can be,” said Sara Martinez
Tucker, president and CEO of
HSF. “However, the potential
reward is worth the effort. When
you apply for a scholarship, you
are investing in your future.”

To learn more about the col-
lege-going experience or HSF’s
scholarship offerings, visit the
Web site at www.hsf.net.

Tips On How To Outshine The Competition
When Seeking Scholarship Money

For many students, scholarships
help make college possible.

(NAPSA)—As the dreams get
bigger, the differences between
the dreamers get smaller. That’s
increasingly true for children
with disabilities, many of whom
are finding that they can accom-
plish anything they set their
minds to.

That’s because more and more
communities and organizations
are making efforts to turn one of
childhood’s raisons d’etre—play—
into an activity that unites
youngsters, rather than serving
as a barrier between those who
can and those who can’t.

It all starts on the playground,
a place where many early friend-
ships are formed. The key is both
design and playground equipment
that can be catered to kids of all
abilities. Even if a community
decides to build a handicap-acces-
sible playground, it is up to the
manufacturers to provide the
slides, climbers and swings that
make the place run and jump.

One manufacturer, Little Tikes
Commercial, has teamed up with
Hadley’s Park, a nonprofit organi-
zation, to create playgrounds for
kids of all abilities. With a large
range of play components that
stimulate the senses, strengthen
the body and encourage interac-
tion among children, “inclusive
play” is now a reality. While
developing playgrounds for kids
of all abilities is a challenge, Lit-
tle Tikes and Hadley’s Park have
been successful through:

• Pioneering the use of picture
communication symbols to in-
clude children with a broad range
of abilities;

• Enhancing cognitive devel-

opment through a wide variety of
theme products; and

• Providing fun, ADA-compli-
ant ramped access onto the play
area.

Little Tikes’ constructions stem
from research with children with
disabilities, as designers learn
first-hand how to appeal to a
child’s sense of wonder—and
accommodate various levels of
capability. In addition, the equip-
ment is designed to be installed
wherever children may play—
schoolyards, parks, etc. A play-
ground need not be expensive to
be fun for everyone.

Some children dream of flying,
other kids dream of playing in the
park. With visually stimulating
designs and equipment con-
structed to be fun for every child, a
playground can truly be the model
community it’s meant to be. 

To learn more about inclusive
play, call 1-301-770-2144 or visit
Hadley’s Park at www.hadleys
park.org or Little Tikes Commer-
cial at www.LTCPS.com.

For Children With Disabilities, Play’s The Thing

Playgrounds that are designed to
be used by children with disabili-
ties are a great way to break
down barriers.

(NAPSA)—Now that school is
in session, kids need to concen-
trate on their studies. One of the
best ways to help children do that
is by making sure they have a les-
son in good nutrition.

Parents can encourage young-
sters to eat well by teaching them
about hearty, good-for-them meals
that are easy to create—either
after school or for a family dinner.
Beans, a staple of Tex-Mex cui-
sine, are a nutritional power-
house, packed with protein and
fiber yet low in fat. They readily
serve as a terrific building block
for kid-friendly meals that the
whole family can enjoy. 

Another benefit of dishes from
south-of-the-border is the empha-
sis on fresh vegetables. Whether
accompanied by Goya Pinto Beans
or wrapped in a Goya Corn Tor-
tilla, red peppers, mushrooms and
onions are an exceptional part of a
child’s diet. For additional recipe
ideas, visit www.goya.com.

Bean Burritos
Satisfying, meatless version of

the Tex-Mex favorite. Add chicken
or shredded meat if you like.

6 10-inch Goya Flour
Tortillas 

1 Tbsp. Goya Olive Oil 
1⁄2 tsp. Goya Minced Garlic or

1 clove garlic, minced 
1 can (15.5 oz.) Goya Pinto

Beans, undrained, mashed 
3⁄4 cup chopped scallion

4 oz. shredded cheddar
cheese 
Goya Salsita, for garnish

1. Preheat oven to 350°F.
Wrap tortillas in foil but don't
put them in the oven yet.

2. Heat oil in skillet on
medium, add garlic and cook
for 30 seconds.

3. Add the mashed beans
and cook until they are hot.
Place the flour tortillas in the
oven and heat for about 10
minutes or until they are very
warm.

4. Distribute the bean mix-
ture, scallion and cheese
evenly among the tortillas and
roll up. Serve with salsa on
the side.

Makes 6 burritos

Fostering Academics Through Good Nutrition

Children are more likely to enjoy
family meals when they’ve had a
hand in creating them.

***
More people should learn to tell
their dollars where to go instead
of asking them where they went.

—Roger W. Babson
***

***
A treasure is to be valued for its
own sake and not for what it
will buy.

—Graham Greene
***

***
Getting money is like digging
with a needle; spending it is like
water soaking into sand.

—Japanese proverb
***




