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(NAPSA)—At any age, fun and
laughter can truly be the best kind
of medicine—healing the soul and
lifting the spirits. And for many
people, a terrific way to find that
humorous uplift is by spending a
little time with old friends, partic-
ularly animated ones.

The beloved Looney Toons char-
acters—Bugs, Daffy, Tweety and
all others—have been delivering
smiles and laughs for generations,
and their appeal continues to grow
as children learn what their par-
ents and grandparents already
know: these warm, wacky and
sometimes irreverent characters
are a terrific antidote to life’s pit-
falls and valleys.

One place kids are catching up
with the gang is at the toy store.
For example, with Rude ’Tude
Taz, kids ages 4 and up can make
“music” of a sort that’s not allowed
at the dinner table. Parents may
be horrified (or they may laugh
out loud) as Taz makes sounds—of
a flatulent nature—to “Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star.” In addition,
by moving Taz’s hand over his
mouth, children can get the “little
devil” to make funny phrases and
sounds.

With action figures, everyone
can pretend to be his or her
favorite character. Suppose sis
likes Tweety and the brother
prefers Daffy, with the Looney
Tunes: Back in Action Figure
Assortment—based on Warner
Bros. Pictures’ upcoming live
action feature film, Looney Tunes:
Back in Action, they can play along
with their friends, who might pre-

tend to be Bugs or Taz. Each of
these new toys has a stretching
feature that captures the essence
of the characters as portrayed in
the movie.

Generations of “toon” lovers
have taken to Taz, and now they
can play a game that brings him
to life. In the Taz Mania Skill &
Action Game, players try to cause
a mechanical Taz to break
through their opponent’s side by
removing the colored sticks. If Taz
breaks through the side, the char-
acter (Bugs, Daffy, Tweety or
Sylvester) is knocked out of the
game—and th-th-that’s all, folks.

Warner Bros. Pictures’ Looney
Tunes: Back in Action, starring
Brendan Fraser, Jenna Elfman,
Heather Locklear and Steve Mar-
tin, hits theaters November 14,
2003. To learn more about the
toys, visit www.mattel.com.

Lots Of “Looney” Fun With Classic Characters

Classic cartoon characters are
coming to life in a new film and
collection of toys.

Conceal Dark Eye Circles
(NAPSA)—Dark circles under

your eyes can signal a lack of
sleep, increased stress, medical
problems, even advancing age.
However, there are some ways of
dealing with them. 

Camouflage makeup can con-
ceal, treat and protect your eyes,
“erasing” circles, age spots and
other skin flaws. A light moistur-
izing creme can even skin tone
and reduce the appearance of fine
lines and wrinkles. In addition,
you can try these tips:

• Cover dark eye circles with a
concealer the same or slightly
lighter than your skin.

• Dab and pat, don’t swipe on
makeup.

• Two light coats are better
than one thick one.

• Let the concealer set a
moment, then blend the edges.

• Suitable for all skin types is
ophthalmologist- and dermatolo-
gist-tested CoverBlend Multi-
Function Concealer SPF 15 by
Exuviance. It has natural extracts,
moisturizers, antioxidants and vit-
amins. It is non-creasing and easy
to apply, offering sun protection
and smudge-proof wearability.

For more information or to
order, call 1-800-225-9411 or you
can visit www.neostrata.com or
www.coverblend.com. NeoStrata
Company, Inc.  is  a research-
based dermatological company
dedicated to improving l ives
through discovery.

Those dreaded dark circles
can make you look older than
you really are.

(NAPSA)—Backpack? Yep. Pil-
low? Yep. Sleeping bag? Yep.
Going camping? Nope.

So where else could one be
going with these items? Think
back to your childhood. That’s
right—it’s a slumber party.

Mention “sleepover” or “slum-
ber party” to just about anyone
and memories of childhood are
sure to abound. And now, for
grownups with children of our
own, it’s certain that sleepovers
will once again become part of our
lives—but in a different way.

Gone are the days of wreaking
havoc at a friend’s house, raiding
the refrigerator or putting make-
up on the family dog. Now it’s
your house in danger of becoming
a slumber party casualty.

So how do you host your child’s
overnight adventure, keep your
house intact and avoid being a
“totally lame” parent all at the
same time? 

Here are easy tips for planning
a party that’s fun and stress-free: 

• Set Ground Rules. Antici-
pate the biggest two or three
potential issues ahead of time and
make those your “rules for the
night.” Be sure to keep the rules
to a minimum—too many rules
become a challenge to kids to see
what they can get away with. The
few rules you establish will tell
the kids you’re watching them,
but they’ll still have freedom to
have fun.

Examples: “No jumping on the
furniture, no pillow fights and no
using the telephone.”

• Idle Hands. Despite the
term “sleepover,” sleep is usually
the last thing on kids’ minds. To
keep them from destroying your
house, have some entertainment
ready to go. This can include
board games, movies, outdoor
activities while it’s still light, etc.
This opportunity allows for cre-
ativity, as well. Make up games or
tell fun stories—the options are
limitless.

Examples: Charades is always
a great game that requires no
props and can be played just
about anywhere. If it’s nice out-
side, get everyone tired out early
by heading to the yard for games
like hide and seek or tag. Parents
can play, too. The exercise is good
for everybody!

• “We’re hungry!” It may
only be minutes after your pint-
sized guests arrive that you hear
this phrase. So why not make
snack time part of the evening’s
entertainment? Help the kids
make, decorate and top their own
snacks—keeping them busy and
fed at the same time.

Examples: Using any type of
bread (English muffin, bagel,
French bread, etc.), have the kids
top their own piece with
spaghetti sauce, cheese and
Hormel® pepperoni for a mini-
pizza party. Other toppings can
be used as well. Once the pizzas
are topped, have an adult put
them on a cookie sheet under the
broiler for about five minutes or
until the cheese turns golden
brown. When they’re done, every-
one will  have a personalized
pizza.

Keeping these tips in mind,
your child’s slumber parties can
be as memorable to them as yours
were to you—and you won’t lose
any sleep over it! Well, not much
anyway.

For additional information,
visit www.hormelpepperoni.com.

Making a Possible Parental Nightmare a Dream Come True
How to Host and Survive Your Child’s Sleepover

(NAPSA)—A popular sandwich
and recipe ingredient is turning
70, and is quickly finding favor
with a new generation.

Known for giving sandwiches
and recipes a distinctive “Tangy
Zip,” Miracle Whip actually has
half the fat of regular mayon-
naise—and Kraft Foods is using
this nutritional tidbit to encour-
age fans to start spreading the
news, and sharing favorite
recipes featuring the beloved
dressing. 

The “Miracle Whip Ultimate
Recipe Contest” invites consumers
to write in and share their favorite
recipe for appetizers, dips, salads,
side dishes, main dishes and
desserts (excluding sandwiches)
featuring at least a quarter cup of
Miracle Whip. Recipes must be
original, taste great, use seven or
fewer ingredients and take less
than 30 minutes to prepare (ex-
cluding cooking and chilling time).

For helping spread the “half-
the-fat” message, one lucky con-
test entrant will win “half” their
groceries for a year (value $2,600)
and the chance to see their own
signature recipe featured on mil-
lions of jars of Miracle Whip on
grocery store shelves nationwide.
Ten runners-up will receive a
year’s supply of Miracle Whip.

For complete contest rules or to
submit an entry, write to Miracle
Whip Ultimate Recipe Contest, P.O.
Box 4211, Blair, NE 68009-4211 or
visit www.miraclewhip.com. The
Web site also features dozens of
delicious recipe makeovers that
replace mayonnaise with Miracle
Whip to cut the fat and add the
Tangy Zip. All contest entries must
be received by 12/31/03.

HOT ARTICHOKE AND
RED PEPPER DIP

Prep: 10 minutes 
Bake: 8 minutes 

1 cup MIRACLE WHIP Dressing
3 Tbsp. GREY POUPON Dijon

Mustard
1 can (14 oz.) artichoke

hearts, drained, chopped
1 jar (7 oz.) roasted red

peppers, drained, chopped
1⁄4 cup green onion, sliced
1⁄3 cup KRAFT Shredded

Mozzarella Cheese

1. STIR dressing and mus-
tard until well blended. Add
all remaining ingredients
except the cheese.

2. SPOON into 1-quart bak-
ing dish or 9-inch pie plate,
sprinkle with cheese.

3. BAKE at 400˚F for 6 to 8
minutes or until cheese is
melted. Serve with tortilla chips,
assorted NABISCO Crackers or
assorted cocktail bread slices.

Makes 24 (2 Tbsp.) servings.

Kraft Kitchens Tip: Prepare
as directed, adding 1 clove gar-
lic, minced, to the artichoke
mixture before baking.

Start Spreading The News—And Sharing Recipes

Now it’s possible to cut the fat in
favorite recipes.

(NAPSA)—Instant messaging,
“IM,” is an instantaneous alterna-
tive to e-mail and great for quick
questions, timely responses,
casual chats and short dialogues.
With its growing popularity, IM is
developing its own set of etiquette
rules. Unfortunately, many people
are unfamiliar with proper online
communication etiquette, known
as “netiquette,” and are unaware
that they are committing IM
gaffes. For example, there is a dif-
ference between using ALL CAPI-
TAL LETTERS and using all
lower case letters. USING ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS IS LIKE
SHOUTING. Using all lower case
letters is very casual; best used
between friends. If you’re IMing
in a business setting, err on the
side of tradition and write in
proper sentences. 

New looks for her this season
include military-style cargos,
satin and distressed corduroy.
Detailing reigns supreme with
buckle and pocket treatments,
pull string waist and ankles,

velour and satin trims on low rise
jeans. New looks for him include
velours, polyester and fleece pant
jacket sets, replica jerseys, hooded
sweatshirts and jackets display-
ing team logos, athletes’ names
and numbers. Sleeveless tanks
and shooter shirts go over tees
and logo hooded sweatshirts over
jeans. You can find these fashions
at T.J. Maxx, an off-price retailer
with over 720 stores nationwide.
To find a store, call 1-800-2TJ-
MAXX or see tjmaxx.com.

***
Right intention is to the actions
of a man what the soul is to the
body, or the root to the tree.

—Jeremy Taylor
***

***
The winds and waves are always
on the side of the ablest navi-
gators.

—Edward Gibbon
***

***
Use a sweet tongue, courtesy
and gentleness, and thou mayst
manage to guide an elephant
with a hair.

—Sa’di
***

***
Intense study of nature, her
secrets and her glories, will
humble the meanest spirit.

—Charles B. Rogers
***




