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(NAPSA)—Getting ready fast
in the morning doesn’t have to be
an alarming problem. With a little
advance planning, you can get
everyone out of the house with the
nourishing breakfast they need to
make it through the day (or at
least until lunch). Here are some
helpful tips:

• Gather supplies such as
briefcase, backpacks, etc., the
night before. Make tomorrow’s
lunches after dinner before the
kitchen gets cleaned up.

• Decide on what to wear and
make sure to locate accessories
such as jewelry, ties or shoes for
quicker dressing.

• Set the table for breakfast
the night before.

• Keep a supply of muffins in
the freezer, ready to warm in the
microwave.

• Pizza for breakfast? English
muffin pizzas sprinkled with
cheese and microwaved are a hit.
Or top a toasted waffle with yogurt
and fruit for a sweet version.

• Combine uncommon foods for
a complete breakfast, such as a
soft pretzel, string cheese and
fresh fruit. 

• Take advantage of the great
new frozen breakfast products
found in your supermarket, all
designed to let you prepare a hot,
delicious breakfast that is ready
in minutes.

One such product is new
Jimmy Dean Omelets, which are
made with premium ingredients
including real eggs and cheddar
cheese. If the thought of frozen
eggs doesn’t appeal to you, these
new omelets will quickly change
your mind. After just two minutes
in the microwave, they come out
hot and fluffy, and taste like
homemade. All three varieties,

including the Ham & Cheese,
Three Cheese (with a blend of
cheddar, Monterey Jack, and
Swiss cheese), and the Western
Style (ham, onion, red & green
bell peppers, cheddar and Mon-
terey Jack cheese) provide a hot
“sit down” breakfast without
dirtying any pots and pans.

Another new product from
Jimmy Dean, called Wraps, is per-
fect for anyone looking for a hot
breakfast on the go. Each wrap con-
tains real eggs, cheddar cheese and
meat—either ham or sausage—
wrapped  inside a soft tortilla shell.
Just pop one into the microwave
and in less than two minutes, you’ll
have a delicious and satisfying
breakfast to take with you.

Following these tips can help
you have your eggs yet avoid that
mad scramble in the morning.

More information about the
omelets and wraps, along with
recipes, is available at www.jim
mydean.com. 

Tips On Getting Ready Fast In The Morning

ON THE GO?—If you desire a hot,
delicious breakfast but don’t
always have the time to make it,
there’s now a quick, satisfying
breakfast as good as homemade.

(NAPSA)—Homing in on pur-
chasing a new house can mean
fulfilling a lifetime dream, for
many. 

The primary concern for many
new construction home purchasers
is having to sell their current home.
With construction of a new house
sometimes taking up to 18 months,
many buyers are wary of making
such a commitment for fear of a
future drop in the market or an
inability to sell their home for the
price they need. Builders, however,
often require buyers to sign non-
contingency contracts before they
will incur the cost of construction.

Some real estate organizations
address this and one, in particular,
offers a specific solution. ERA Real
Estate has created a program
designed to meet the unique needs
of new home buyers. Its Sellers
Security Plan, the only guaranteed
sale and equity advance program
from a national real estate com-
pany, provides buyers the assur-
ance and flexibility to purchase a
newly constructed home. This plan
offers a guaranteed and agreed
upon purchase price and closing
date to ensure that buyers have the
money they need to close on time.

Many builders require home-
buyers to commit to a closing
date, often before they are even
ready to put their current home
on the market. With many home-
buyers having much of their
equity tied up in their property,
this often causes concerns about
having enough money to close
should they not sell their house in
time. By participating in the Sell-
ers Security plan, buyers can bor-
row up to $150,000 against their
equity for the closing on their new
house. To further put their mind
at ease, if participants have ade-
quate equity, ERA will make up to
four mortgage payments on their
new home if their current house
hasn’t been sold. 

In addition to the money
needed for closing, securing ade-
quate financing is also a major
concern for new construction

homebuyers. ERA Mortgage offers
a variety of financing options
designed to meet the specific needs
of new construction homebuyers.
For example, buyers may have to
close on their newly constructed
house prior to the closing of their
existing home. Bridge loans can
fill the financing gap in this situa-
tion in the event they have not
elected to exercise the Sellers
Security Plan option for their
equity advance. 

Having likely invested a good
deal of equity into their home,
new construction homebuyers
may worry about the cost of unex-
pected home maintenance. Most
builders offer a warranty against
defects in the major mechanical
systems for the first year and
some offer coverage beyond that
period. Most don’t, however, cover
normal wear and tear after the
first year. The Extended Home
Protection Plan for ERA provides
coverage for four years after the
builder’s warranty expires. The
plan is also transferable—an
attractive selling tool in the event
of an unexpected relocation.

For new construction homebuy-
ers, the excitement of the pur-
chase may be tempered by under-
standable anxiety and stress, but
realizing that there are effective
programs to help them through
the process can be a comforting
thought.

For New Home Construction Buyers, Help Is Out There

One equity program gives buy-
ers the flexibility to purchase a
newly constructed home.

Get On The Bus
(NAPSA)—Riding a big yellow

school bus when you are five or six
years old can seem pretty scary,
but there’s a lot parents can do to
make it fun, not fearsome.

John O’Leary, president and
CEO of Thomas Built Buses, a
leading manufacturer of school
buses in North America, offers a
few simple suggestions.

Before school starts, ride with
your child on a school bus. Ask the
principal to request a bus for your
school for a trial ride. Many dis-
tricts offer rides during open
houses before the first day of
school. 

Check with your neighbors to
see if there is another child who
could be your child’s bus buddy.
New experiences are more fun
when they’re shared.

Walk with your child to the bus
stop so she knows where to wait,
and make sure you or another
responsible adult is there to meet
her when she returns.   

Introduce your child to the
driver. Reassure her that her
teacher will help her get on the
right bus to come home. Soon
your child will be well on her
way to becoming a happy bus
rider.
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(NAPSA)—Parents can start
talking with their children about
money as early as kindergarten to
instill good money habits that will
last a lifetime. In fact, research
shows that a little guidance goes
a long way. As few as ten hours
spent talking with your children
about money improves spending
and saving habits in the long run.

The need to improve kids’ finan-
cial literacy has now been recog-
nized by parents, teachers, and
nonprofits working in education
and economics and even the fed-
eral government. A recent survey
showed that less than half of young
adults pay off their credit cards
every month or have a rainy day
fund. The same survey showed that
less than one quarter of young
adults claim to have a good under-
standing of how to invest in the
stock market or mutual funds. 

You don’t have to make money
lessons special events. There’s a
lot your kids can learn every day
if you let them participate in the
many routine financial transac-
tions that take place around
them…from grocery shopping to
paying the monthly bills. In addi-
tion, there are simple games you
can play with your children at home
to help establish good money habits.  

Fortunately, now there’s a Web
site called, “Common Cents™,” spon-
sored by State Farm (www.sfcom
moncents.com) that offers parents
compelling ways to help their kids
learn how to handle money. Through
playing the interactive games and
talking about financial lessons at
school and at home, kids can learn
good money habits.

The Web site is grade-based so
there is something for every child—
no matter what the age or learning
level. Young children can learn to
differentiate between wants, such
as toys, and needs, such as school
supplies. At a slightly older age, kids
learn about managing their own
money to achieve goals. Middle
school children have the chance to
run their own fictitious virtual busi-
ness, which gives them the chance
to learn the basics of business bud-
geting, including income, expense
and profit/loss concepts. 

High-school-aged kids can learn
advanced techniques in long-term
money management, investing, sav-
ing and risk management. In addi-
tion, a parents’ guide with at-home
activities provides tips on talking to
children about everyday money mat-
ters from managing an allowance to
handling earnings from an after-
school job. 

“The State Farm ‘Common
Cents’ program is a significant
resource that will help advance the
field of economic education,” says
Joseph Aguerrebere, President of
the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards. The program
was developed with the National
Council on Economic Education and
National Board Certified Teachers
serving as content reviewers. 

No matter how you start talking
with your kids about money, start
early, demonstrate good money habits
by your example, and keep an open-
door dialogue going in your house-
hold about money and smart finan-
cial habits…it will go a long way
toward helping your children become
financially responsible adults.

Money Management For Kids

***
No bird soars too high, if he
soars on his own wings.

—William Blake
***

***
There is a great deal of
unmapped country within us.

—George Eliot
***

***
Where you’re from only matters
in relation to where you are.

—Malcolm Forbes
***

***
The greatest service we can per-
form for others is to help them
to help themselves.

—Horace Mann
***

(NAPSA)—A new advance in
plumbing technology is improving
hygiene across the country. The
better hygiene is due to waterfree
urinals, which do not flush or use
water. Liquid entering a waterfree
urinal passes through a cartridge.
The cartridge contains a liquid
sealant that allows the waste to
pass through before forming an
airtight seal on top of it. Because
the flush handle is eliminated
with waterfree urinals, there is no
transfer of germs from one person
to the next from the handle. For
more information about the health
benefits of waterfree urinals, visit
www.falconwaterfree.com.

Some say that success happens
when preparation meets opportu-
nity. So students who want to be
successful on the new SAT, sched-
uled to debut March 12, 2005, are
asking questions about how to
prepare. To assist with that prepa-
ration, the experts at Peterson’s
Test Prep have analyzed upcoming
changes to the test. In addition to
the SAT, the ACT and PSAT are
undergoing changes. For more
information on the new SAT, ACT,
and PSAT, and how to prepare for
them, call Peterson’s at 1-877-
TEST PREP or visit the Web site
at www.petersonstestprep.com.

Many Americans will go to sur-
prising lengths to get their hands
on some extra money these days.
In a recent survey conducted by
the Progressive group of insurance

companies, people said they would
switch political parties, give up
their sense of smell, eat bugs and
even sell their blood for $500. Yet
many people won’t spend a half-
hour shopping for auto insurance
to save a comparable amount. To
find out how you can save money
on your auto insurance policy,
contact an independent agent, call
1-800-PROGRESSIVE or visit the
Web site at www.progressive.com. 

Many teens, it seems, are tak-
ing a detour to Asia on their way
to school this year. Some are sport-
ing Asian-inspired cloths and
accessories as part of their school
style. Asian styles even influence
the design of school supplies. Wil-
son Jones, a leading manufacturer,
and inventor of the three-ring
binder, is bringing Eastern styles
and Western products together in
their new 3RB Style binder and
divider lines. For more informa-
tion, visit www.wjschool.com.




