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by Jeff Schnepper
Microsoft Money Tax Expert
(NAPSA)—If you don’t know

about a potential tax break, you
won’t take it. How many times
have you done your taxes and
learned you had missed the oppor-
tunity for a deduction? Here are
deductions a lot of taxpayers seem
to forget. 

Noncash contributions: Charity
begins with...a tax deduction. Get
a receipt from the charity to which
you made a donation. If you gave
things away, their value is
deductible. Get a written receipt. 

New points on refinancing: Any
points you pay to refinance your
home can be deducted on a monthly
basis over the life of the new loan. 

Old points on refinancing: All
unamortized points on an old refi-
nancing are deducted in the year
of a new refinancing. Say you refi-
nanced in 2003 and paid $2,400 in
points. You refinanced again in
2004. You can deduct all the
remaining points. 

Health insurance premiums:
They are deductible as long as all
your medical expenses exceed 7.5
percent of adjusted gross income.  

Educator expenses: If you’re a
qualified educator, you can get an
above-the-line deduction of $250 for
materials you bought—books, sup-
plies, even computer equipment. 

Student higher education
expenses: If your adjusted gross
income isn’t more than $65,000,
you can get an above-the-line
deduction of $4,000 for higher
education expenses you paid. 

Clean fuel deduction: You can
get another above-the-line deduc-
tion of up to $2,000 for buying a
clean fuel vehicle such as a hybrid
car. Write “clean fuel” on your
Form 1040.

Investment and tax expenses:
Deduct tax planning and invest-
ment expenses that exceed two
percent of your adjusted gross
income. Track your business
expenses, tax preparation fees
and the portion of your legal or
accounting fees related to tax
planning. In a divorce, legal time
spent relating to the tax aspects of
alimony and child support would
qualify. So do the tax aspects of
estate planning. 

Casualty deductions: People in
areas the government declared a
disaster area can claim their loss. 

Retirement tax credit: What
you contribute to your retirement
account isn’t taxed currently. So,
it’s like a deduction off your
income. In addition, you get a
credit of as much as half of the
first $2,000. Contributions to a
401(k), 403(b), SEP, traditional or
Roth IRA all qualify.

For additional tax tips and
access to other helpful tools like
Microsoft Money’s Deduction
Finder, which helps to maximize
your deductions and refund, see
www.microsoft.com/money/.

10 Big Deductions Too Many People Miss

Too many taxpayers discover too
late they missed an opportunity
for a deduction.

“IncreDiple” Deviled Eggs
(NAPSA)—For years, deviled

eggs have been a staple at tailgate
parties, holiday celebrations and
cocktail hours. Not only are dev-
iled eggs packed with protein and
vitamins, they’re simple to pre-
pare and loved by partygoers
everywhere. Add a kick to your
next “eggtravaganza” with this
recipe for Spicy Deviled Eggs from
Blue Bunny®.  

Spicy Deviled Eggs

6 extra large eggs, hard
cooked and peeled

5 Tablespoons Blue Bunny®

Spicy Buffalo
IncreDiples!™ Snack Dip

2 Tablespoons minced celery
2 Tablespoons minced onion

Salt and Ground Red
Pepper (Cayenne) to taste

1 Tablespoon crumbled Blue
Cheese, for garnish

Cut eggs in half, remove
yolks and place in small bowl;
mash with a fork. Add Spicy
Buffalo dip, celery, and onion;
mix well. Season to taste with
salt and ground red pepper.
Spoon into egg whites; sprin-
kle with crumbled blue cheese
and garnish with ground red
pepper if desired. Chill.

Makes 12 deviled egg halves.
For more recipes featuring

Blue Bunny IncreDiples—visit
www.incrediples.com. 

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
spring cleaning, increasing num-
bers of men and women like to
feel the power—of a pressure
washer, as it blows away dirt and
winter debris from all sorts of out-
door surfaces. The results can be
even better by heeding a few hints
from www.outdoorcleaning.com:

1. Brick & mortar: use a turbo
nozzle to clean significantly faster
than a standard spray nozzle.

2. Decks & fences: to allow the
new sealer to adhere properly,
remove the old layers of finish
using a wide fan spray.

3. Stripping paint: cover the
ground to collect paint chips.
Spray at a 45˚ angle to allow the
water stream to get beneath old
paint layers (be sure to let the
surface dry thoroughly before
painting).

4. Birdbaths & statuary: spray
mold and algae with cleaning
detergent, followed by a wide
spray to avoid chipping the paint.

5. Siding: to get consistent
cleaning results, apply cleaning
detergents from the bottom up and
rinse from the top to the bottom.

6. Soffits & gutters: rinse the
soffits first to prevent streaks
caused by dripping wastewater
and detergent residue from the
gutters.

7. Concrete: maintain a consis-
tent distance from the surface to
avoid “zebra striping.” Using a
water broom makes this easy.

8. Mini-blinds: hang on a
clothesline or hooks on a fence
and tie the bottom to the ground
prior to using the pressure
washer.

9. Grills: if gas, first disconnect
the propane tank. Spray with
degreaser and rinse thoroughly
with a wide spray pattern.

10. Car engines: have one per-
son hold the hood open while the
other person gets to the bottom of
the grime—the spray could cause
it to slam shut.

A gas-powered pressure washer
such as the Briggs & Stratton
2200 series is more powerful,
durable and effective than its elec-
tric-powered counterparts and
saves valuable time. Gas-powered
pressure washers produce a high-
pressure water spray to remove
built-up mold, mildew, dirt and
grime in a fraction of the time it
would take by hand. 

The latest innovation in pres-
sure washer technology is Briggs
& Stratton’s new ProjectPro Noz-
zle System. The ProjectPro nozzle
attachments take the guesswork
out of choosing the right nozzle.
These nozzles have preset pres-
sure and flow settings that are
right for each job.

For more information about
pressure washers, visit www.out
doorcleaning.com. 

A Powerful Take On Spring Cleaning Jobs

Pressure washers can be a great
way to spruce up outdoor living
areas.

(NAPSA)—There’s no escaping
the fact that college costs are ris-
ing. Many families rely on schol-
arships, loans and grants to afford
the cost of a college education.
They need to be on the lookout
when considering scholarship
opportunities. Each year, families
fall prey to fraudulent companies
and the scholarship and financial
aid scams they peddle.

These telltale lines can help
you spot a scam:

• “The scholarship is guaran-
teed or your money back.”

• “You can’t get this informa-
tion anywhere else.” 

• “I just need your credit card
or bank account number to hold
this scholarship.” 

• “We’ll do all the work.” 
• “The scholarship will cost

some money.” 
• “You’ve been selected by a

‘national foundation’ to receive a
scholarship” or “You’re a finalist”
in a contest you never entered. 

Luckily, members of the
National Association for the Self-
Employed (NASE) have access to
a legitimate scholarship program
that is available especially for
them. The award-winning pro-
gram is open to students, ages 16
to 24, who are legal dependents of
NASE members. This year, stu-
dents will receive scholarships of
$4,000 each. The deadline for
applications is May 15, 2005.

In addition, one outstanding
student will win a Future Entre-

preneur scholarship worth up to
$24,000. This award is the nation’s
only major scholarship supporting
the philosophy of entrepreneurship
rather than a specific profession.
The Future Entrepreneur scholar-
ship deadline is April 25, 2005.

The good news is there is no
waiting. Your dependents can apply
for this scholarship program the
minute you join the NASE.

The National Association for
the Self-Employed is the nation’s
leading resource for the self-
employed and microbusinesses,
bringing a broad range of benefits
to help entrepreneurs succeed and
to drive the continued growth of
this vital segment of the American
economy. For more information,
visit the Web site at www.nase.org
or call 800-232-6273.

Steer Clear Of Scholarship Scams

Some students have won useful
scholarships from a surprising
place.

(NAPSA)—Recognizing that
babies have unique needs as they
grow and develop, Pampers cre-
ated its Baby Stages “Changes
with Me” product line-up of dia-
pers and pants, a line that is
specifically designed for every
stage of a baby’s development.
The line-up includes Pampers
Swaddlers, Cruisers, First Steps,
Easy Ups and Feel ’n Learn. For
more information, visit the Web
site at www.pampers.com.

Optometrists are estimated to
earn two-thirds of their profits
from selling contact lenses. Pur-
chasing contact lenses over the
phone or online has become an
increasingly popular option. Con-
sumers receive their lenses in as
little as two days and save an
average of 20 percent. To learn
more about purchasing contact
lenses over the phone or online,
call 1-800 CONTACTS or visit
www.1800contacts.com.

One way to care for your couch
is to treat it with Febreze® with
Clenzaire™, an all-in-one fabric
refresher. For couch care tips, go
to www.ilovemycouch.com.

If you thought you couldn’t
wear a watch while playing golf,
Tiger Woods and the luxury
watchmaking company TAG Heuer
are taking a swing at proving you
wrong. The world’s first profes-
sional golf watch is designed and
developed to meet the unique
ergonomic and subtle aesthetic
requirements of top-level golfers.
The watch retails for $1,195. To
locate the store nearest you, log
on to www.tagheuer.com.

Passenger protection is the
uppermost concern when design-
ing student transportation, school
bus companies say. So IC Corpo-
ration created Leave No Student
Behind: when the bus ignition is
turned off, a sound comes from
the back. The driver must walk
through to turn it off and check
the seats. International Telemat-
ics uses a global positioning satel-
lite to track buses and monitor
their speed and condition. Learn
more at www.ic-corp.com.

When daily activities get in the
way of sports, die-hard fans can
come up with an amazing variety
of crazy schemes to catch the big
game instead of attending to work,
family and other obligations. Now
Smart Watches for MSN Direct
deliver information straight to
sports fans’ wrists. Learn more at
www.msndirect.com.

According to a recent survey,
more than 40 percent of women
agree that the best hair styling
products deliver natural feel and
movement. Learn more, including
professional stylist tips and how
to receive free samples and
coupons at dove.com.

(NAPSA)—What some men
consider a normal part of aging is
actually a treatable condition
known as enlarged prostate (EP).
EP affects more than 50 percent of
men 50 years of age and older and
it affects 90 percent of men by age
80! Symptoms vary, but the most
common include frequent and
urgent urination; a weak or inter-
rupted urine stream; and getting
up to urinate more often at night.
For  more information,  v is i t  
www.prostatecare.com.

If you think you have flu, see
the doctor. Prescription antiviral
medications, such as Tamiflu
(oseltamivir phosphate),can
shorten the time you’re sick. An
educational bulletin is at www.
nfid.org.

(NAPSA)—Picnics can make
an ordinary afternoon into a fun
adventure and children can help
prepare the meal, say the experts
at Sun-Maid Raisins. Ants on a
log (celery sticks filled with
peanut butter and sprinkled with
raisin—ants) make a great
starter. More fun recipes can be
found at www.sunmaid.com.




