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(NAPSA)—You’ve been presented
an almost too-good-to-be-true offer
from a mortgage lender—should you
take it? You want to finish your base-
ment—how do you find a reputable
contractor? The government has
passed a law that unfairly affects
your community—how can you fight
it?

Until now, questions like these
and others raised by homeowners
and homebuyers could only be
answered by investing consider-
able time and energy researching
Web sites, publications, friends,
family members and other re-
sources. However, now the mil-
lions of people who own homes in
this country have an organization
that represents their interests—
the Association for Homeowners
Across America (AHAA). 

AHAA is the first-of-its-kind
nonprofit and nonpartisan mem-
bership organization that repre-
sents homeowners and homebuy-
ers—a potential membership
base of nearly 70 percent of the
nation’s population. The organi-
zation’s goal is to improve the
homebuying and homeownership
experience and to serve as a one-
stop resource for homeownership-
related education, services, exclu-
sive offers and advocacy.

“It’s hard to believe that hun-
dreds of millions of people, who all
have the same vested interest in
homeownership issues in this
country, have never before had an
entity that represents these inter-
ests,” said Ann Ashburn, president
and CEO of AHAA. “Now, they
have a collective and extraordi-
narily powerful voice—they are
going to be very hard to ignore.”

AHAA provides its members
with a one-stop resource for com-
prehensive homeownership-related
information; access to a network of
preapproved contractors and

handymen; homeownership prepa-
ration classes; financial-planning
and wealth-building assistance;
exclusive member-only discounts
and offers on home-related prod-
ucts and services; family and home
life resources; down payment assis-
tance; and home retention and loss
mitigation assistance should mem-
bers face the risk of losing their
homes due to financial difficulties. 

“Let’s face it, the homebuying
process is intimidating. Even
years after you buy your home,
you will still feel the effects of the
decisions you made while you
were going through the homebuy-
ing process. So why not arm your-
self with as much knowledge and
support as possible?” Ashburn
said. “Homebuyers and homeown-
ers finally have the support and
the voice they’ve always needed.”

Perhaps the most significant
member benefit, however, is advo-
cacy and representation. AHAA is
a voice on Capitol Hill, serving as
a watchdog on issues of relevance
and communicating its members’
opinions.

For more information about
AHAA or to become a member,
visit www.ahaanow.com or call 1-
866-263-7437.

An Organization That Provides Answers

Homeowners and homebuyers
now have an organization that
represents their interests.

(NAPSA)—Today’s life insur-
ance provides a surprising benefit
to many. In addition to the impor-
tant death benefit protection, con-
sumers can use it to manage their
money.

Thanks to recent innovations,
variable life insurance can be used
as an important money-manage-
ment tool. For example, Flexible
Premium Variable Universal Life
is a product that’s been redesigned
with new features, uses and bene-
fits that include cash accumula-
tion, income and lapse protection.

Cash Accumulation 
Life insurance helps accumu-

late cash inside the policy.
Because cash accumulation within
some insurance products grows
tax-deferred until money is with-
drawn, cash values may accumu-
late even faster than they would
in other investment vehicles that
do not defer taxes. 

“This may help fund educa-
tion, emergencies or other pur-
chases while maintaining the
death benefit protection,” said
Peter Golato, senior vice presi-
dent of Nationwide Financial, a
leading provider of investment
products and services.

Tax-preferential treatment may
also be available on partial loans
and withdrawals in certain situa-
tions. Loans and partial surrenders
will reduce death benefits, and it’s
important not to “lapse,” or cancel,
the policy because you may have to
pay income tax on earnings. 

Income 
Perhaps the most common use

of the cash value of a variable uni-
versal life policy is to provide sup-
plemental retirement income.
New services offered by some
insurance companies give you the
flexibility to select income for a
specified length of time or in a
specified amount. Annual reviews
are often prepared with these pro-
grams to help manage the overall

health of your policy and to deter-
mine whether income distribu-
tions should be modified. 

Lapse Protection 
Sometimes consumers take

withdrawals from their variable
life policies until the cash value is
depleted. If they later need a loan,
the policy could lapse due to nega-
tive equity. A lapse means you
may have to pay income tax on
the policy’s earnings, which is
detrimental if you want the tax
advantages of using life insurance
to supplement your retirement
plans. Additional penalties or
obligations could occur when a
policy lapses. Be sure you read
and understand your policy before
taking a loan or withdrawal. 

Golato encourages consumers
to look for products with provi-
sions to help protect against
lapses. Such products may have
predefined “triggers,” which notify
you and your insurance agent,
giving you the option to invoke a
“rider” that prohibits further
deductions or charges to be taken
from the cash value. 

Insurance companies may have
varying restrictions and require-
ments, and guarantees are based
on the claims-paying ability of the
insurance company, so seek guid-
ance from a trusted insurance
agent or financial professional.
For more information, visit
www.nationwide.com. 

It’s Not Your Father’s Life Insurance

Some Place Like Home
(NAPSA)—No matter where

you live, certain sights, smells and
tastes will always remind you of
“home.” And when you’re uprooted,
whether temporarily or long-term,
finding a local source that rekin-
dles these fond memories can
make being away from home much
easier to swallow.

For many Americans, Genuine
Broaster Chicken® is one such
comfort that says “home.” A
unique pressure-frying process
used in combination with special
blends of marinades, coatings, and
seasonings locks in the natural
flavor and moisture of chicken,
potato wedges, and other popular
Broaster® foods.

Such offerings have a special
place in the memories of many who
in the past have picked up
Broaster® chicken and potatoes
from the family-run restaurants,
convenience stores, supermarkets
and other establishments in their
hometowns. Many city-oriented
Web sites, online “foodie” commu-
nities like Roadfood.com and other
sources have been peppered with
queries from relocated devotees
seeking local Broaster® purveyors.

Today, they need look no further
than the Web. To find nearby loca-
tions, visit www.broaster.com.

Favorite foods can conjure up
comforting memories for home-
sick travelers.

(NAPSA)—The National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) is
urging the public to focus on candle
safety during Fire Prevention Week
2005, October 9-15. As the theme
makes clear, emphasis is placed on
the need for increased consumer
caution: “Use Candles with Care:
When you go out, blow out!”

NFPA’s public safety campaign
and related materials concentrate
on home use of candles, which rep-
resent a uniquely residential con-
cern. Nine out of 10 reported U.S.
candle fires occur in homes.
Reported home candle fires rose 15
percent from 2000 to 2001, from
15,7000 to 18,000, continuing a
climb that began in 1990 when
there were 5,500 candle fires.

Forty-one percent of home can-
dle fires start in the bedroom,
resulting in a quarter of associ-
ated fire deaths. Eleven percent of
these fires start after someone
falls asleep. NFPA’s research also
shows that home candle fires fol-
low a seasonal pattern—Decem-
ber has nearly double the number
of candle fires, compared to an
average month.

Leaving candles unattended
and using candles for light were
singled out in NFPA’s analysis as
serious fire problems. Always stay
awake and in the room where can-
dles are being burned. In a power
outage, it is safer to use flash-
lights or other light sources gener-
ated by batteries. Never use a
candle for light when checking
pilot lights or fueling equipment
such as a kerosene heater or
lantern, as the flame could ignite

flammable vapors.
NFPA offers these additional

tips for safer use of candles in the
home:

• Always stay in the room
where candles are being burned.

• Keep lit candles at least one
foot away from curtains, mat-
tresses and anything that can
burn.

• Keep candles, matches and
lighters away from children.

• Use sturdy candleholders
that won’t tip or burn.

• Burn candles on sturdy, un-
cluttered surfaces.

• Trim candle wicks to one-
quarter inch before lighting.

• When lighting candles, keep
your hair and clothing away from
the flame.

• Extinguish candles when
they burn to within two inches of
their holder.

Detailed information about
home candle fires and trends,
along with specific fire safety
advice to prevent candle fires, can
be found in NFPA’s Home Candle
Fire report, available online at
www.firepreventionweek.org. The
site is also home to a wide selec-
tion of free fire safety information.

Candle Safety Sparks The Theme For
NFPA’s Fire Prevention Week 2005, Oct. 9-15

For safety reasons, candles
should never be left burning when
no one is in the room.

(NAPSA)—In many cases an
independent agent or broker can
uncover savings by creating a
custom insurance package with
policies from competing insur-
ance carriers. You can find an
independent insurance agent or
broker by looking in the Yellow
Pages or by visiting driveinsur
ance.com and using the “Find an
Agent” tool.

Santa is looking for the perfect
Real Christmas Tree. Kids 6 to 18
have a chance to show off their
family trees—and maybe win a
great prize. For more information
or official rules, or to get an entry
form, visit www.realchristmas
trees.org.

For more than 30 years, a
group called Operation Lifesaver
has been working to reduce colli-
sions, fatalities and injuries at
highway-rail grade crossings and
along railroad rights-of-way.
According to the group, over that
time, the number of vehicle-train
collisions has dropped 70 percent.
To learn more, visit the Web site
at www.oli.org.

For more information on
Shriners’ network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and
services totally free of charge to
children with orthopaedic prob-
lems, burns and spinal cord
injuries, visit the Web site at
www.shrinershq.org. 

Steam cooking has been well-
established as the healthiest
method of food preparation. The
Miele DG 4080 series built-in
steam oven quickly enhances and
expands a cook's culinary reper-

toire with its unique, easy-to-use
food-driven menu system. The
oven’s control pad offers hun-
dreds of selections, including
omelets, stews, pasta dishes—
even poultry and dessert. Large
capacity, multilevel cooking
allows complete meals to be pre-
pared fast, usually in less than 30
minutes. For more information,
call 888-346-4353 or visit
miele.com.

You can become a volunteer
historian. Interview a veteran you
know. Record his or her story;
make a copy for the Library of
Congress and your own family
archives. To learn how, visit the
Veterans History Project at
www.loc.gov/vets, e-mail vohp
@loc.gov or call the toll-free mes-
sage line at 888-371-5848.

A good, reusable vacuum
cleaner filter can enhance the per-
formance of your vacuum cleaner
and protect it from premature
wear, even when cleaning damp
or dusty workshops, basements or
garages. One called Cleanstream
picks up either wet or dry. Learn
more online at www.cleanstream.
com/filters-wetdry.html.

***
After the battle, everyone’s a
general.

—Bohemian proverb
***

***
Even the crow sings with its
own voice.

—Finnish proverb
***

***
Don’t paint the Devil’s picture
on the wall.

—Finnish proverb
***

***
Cleanliness is half of nutrition.

—Finnish proverb
***




