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(NAPSA)—Parents and kids
value the homemade touch of a
muffin in a lunch box or after-
school snack. Fortunately, muffins
are so simple to make that you
can invite the kids to get in on the
action and turn muffin mania into
a family affair. Kids can crack
eggs, measure ingredients, stir,
and fill the cups.

The secret to tender muffins is
to stir the ingredients just until
combined and not to overmix.
When adding dried fruit and
nuts, make sure the ingredients
are fresh. If you discover your
raisins have lingered in the
pantry a bit too long, sprinkle
raisins with water, loosely cover,
microwave on high for 15 seconds
or more, stir, cover and let stand
for two to three minutes to plump
them up, according to the experts
at Sun-Maid Growers of Califor-
nia. Pat dry before adding them
to the batter.

These muffins freeze well, too,
so there’s always something home-
made. Simply pop one still frozen
into a lunch sack and it will be
ready to eat by the time recess
rolls around. For after-school
snacking, 20 or 30 seconds in the
microwave will warm up a frozen
muffin enough to brighten the day.

Carrot-Raisin Muffins

11⁄2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 

11⁄2 teaspoons baking powder 
1⁄2 teaspoon baking soda 
1⁄2 teaspoon salt 
2 large eggs 
3⁄4 cup granulated sugar 

11⁄2 cups (about 3-4 large)
coarsely shredded carrots 

1⁄2 cup Sun-Maid Natural
Raisins 

1⁄3 cup buttermilk or milk 

1⁄3 cup plus 1 tablespoon
butter or margarine,
melted 

1⁄4 cup (2 ounces) cream
cheese, softened 

1 cup powdered sugar 
2 tablespoons milk 
1⁄2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Heat oven to 400° F. Com-
bine flour, cinnamon, baking
powder, baking soda and salt.
Beat together eggs and sugar.
Add carrots, raisins, butter-
milk and 1⁄3 cup melted butter.
Mix well. Add flour mixture.
Stir until dry ingredients are
moistened. Spoon batter into
12 greased or paper-lined muf-
fin cups. Bake for 16 to 18 min-
utes or until golden brown.
Combine cream cheese and 1
tablespoon melted butter. Stir
in powdered sugar, milk and
vanilla. Drizzle over muffins.

Makes 1 dozen muffins.
For Golden Raisin lovers, sim-

ply substitute Goldens in place of
Natural Raisins.

Other quick recipe ideas are
available at www.SunMaid.com.

Muffin Mania For After-School Snacks

Homemade carrot-raisin muffins
can be a delicious way to make
sure your youngsters get their
share of fruits and vegetables at
lunch and after school.

(NAPSA)—Every year, millions
of American adults make an effort
to lose weight. While dropping the
extra pounds is beneficial for over-
all health, some people may have
questions about how to start and
stick with a healthy weight-loss
program. Here are answers to
common questions about nutrition
and tips on a healthy approach to
weight loss: 

Q. Starting a weight man-
agement regimen can be a
worthy yet sometimes over-
whelming effort. What are
some key things to consider
when setting out to lose
weight? 

A. You’ll have more success
with sticking to a new regimen if
you don’t try changing everything
at once. Experts agree that it
takes 21 days to establish a
healthy habit. Start by making
simple changes to your daily rou-
tine and setting goals that will
help you stick with and support
your weight-loss efforts. Things we
can all do include eating a well-
balanced diet, exercising regularly,
making time for a good night’s
sleep, drinking plenty of water and
taking a daily multivitamin. 

Q. What are the right foods
to eat when dieting? 

A. Keep in mind that there are
no miracle foods. And, there is no
particular food or food group that
should be eliminated from any-
one’s diet. Protein, carbohydrates
and even certain healthy fats,

such as olive oil, play an essential
role in overall nutrition. According
to the USDA’s dietary guidelines,
a healthy diet includes fruits, veg-
etables and whole grains, as well
as fat-free and low-fat milk and
milk products. Experts also rec-
ommend choosing proteins such as
fish, poultry and leaner cuts of red
meat. Try to avoid processed
foods, which lack many of the
essential nutrients needed for a
healthy diet, and often contain
saturated fats, salt and foods with
added sugars. 

Q. I’ve heard about the new
diet pill called alli™ that limits
some of the fat the body
absorbs. How does this affect
the nutrients the body gets
from food?

A. When taking a weight-loss
product designed to limit fat
absorption, you are likely to lose
a certain amount of fat soluble

vitamins, namely vitamins A, D,
E and K. That’s why experts rec-
ommend taking a daily multivita-
min as part of your weight-loss
regimen. 

Q: What should be consid-
ered when adding exercise to
a weight-loss plan?

A. First, exercise doesn’t have
to mean going to the gym and
pumping iron. A simple activity
like walking and tracking your
steps with a pedometer is a great
way to maximize your results
and exercise your heart. Also,
taking a multivitamin like One-
A-Day® WeightSmart Advanced
is a good idea because it’s a com-
plete daily multivitamin contain-
ing 100 percent of key vitamins
and minerals plus a unique
guarana blend, B vitamins and
other important ingredients to
offer nutritional and energy sup-
port for those who are working to
manage their weight through
diet and exercise. 

For additional information,
visit www.one-a-day.com. 

Q. What could people do to
stave off hunger while on a
diet? 

A. Dieting does not mean going
hungry. Incorporating more fiber
into meals will help curb cravings
by keeping you fuller longer.
Also, eating smaller meals
throughout the day rather than
three larger meals can help
reduce cravings that may lead to
overeating.

Nutrition And Exercise Key To Healthy Weight Management 

Exercise, sleep and multivita-
mins can play a key role in
weight management efforts.




