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(NAPSA)—Warmer weather and
the conclusion of another school
year are two signs that summer is
almost here. While many Americans
get ready for summer travel, barbe-
cues and other rites of the season,
thousands will be taking advantage
of a buyer’s market by looking for a
new place to call home.

This buying season is unprece-
dented, as the real estate market
has gone through changes that no
one could have imagined even one
year ago. Whether you are buying
your first home, looking for a larger
home or even buying a vacation
home, the timing could not be bet-
ter, as the prices have come down
in many markets and there are
plenty of homes to choose from. 

While researching and walking
through properties is what most
people think of when buying a
new home, prospective buyers also
need to be aware that lining up
proper financing is now more
important than ever before. How-
ever, while lenders have tightened
credit standards, buyers should
not be intimidated by the process
of getting a mortgage. In fact,
working with a lender early on is
the first step to take before you
begin paging through the Sunday
Real Estate section.

“Working with a mortgage
lender early in the homebuying
process can make the entire home-
buying process much smoother,”
says Frank Destra, managing
director and senior vice president of

national sales for Internet lender
Ditech. “With a credit preapproval,
you can start searching for homes
with a much better idea of your
price range, and in turn save time
as you will know which homes to
focus on. A preapproval also may
offer more confidence to home sell-
ers in your ability to purchase the
home.”

Here are 10 tips from Destra to
help make the home financing
process easier for you:

10. Attend a home-financing
seminar or read information avail-
able from online mortgage lenders
to gain a clearer understanding of
the process.

9. Understand your credit. Be
aware that your credit history
may impact the interest rate
charged and the type of loan pro-
gram for which you may qualify.

8. Become familiar with all
mortgage-related terms such as
Annual Percentage Rate (APR)
and Private Mortgage Insurance
(PMI). Your loan officer should be
able to explain these terms to you.

7. When shopping for a lender,
compare not only interest rates but
other related fees and charges, as
well. All lenders should automati-
cally provide this information so
you can make comparisons.

6. Ask your loan officer if you
may benefit from credit counsel-
ing services. 

5. Ask your loan officer for a
list of what information you will
need to complete an application.

Having the correct documents
ready may help the lender provide
a faster loan decision.

4. Request a credit preap proval
decision from your lender. It will
determine how much you may be
able to afford and can speed up
the mortgage process once you
find a home.

3. Review several types of
mortgage products offered by your
lender. Discuss these options with
your loan officer to determine
which may be right for you.

2. Save money for down pay-
ment and closing costs. Ask your
lender how much money you will
likely need for the type of mort-
gage and loan amount that you
are receiving. 

1. Carefully review the Good
Faith Estimate you receive from
your lender and be sure to ask
questions. A Good Faith Estimate
is a form required by federal law
that discloses an estimate of the
cost associated with your mort-
gage transaction. It is important
that you fully understand all fees
and charges associated with
securing your loan. 

By keeping these tips in mind,
you will be better able to navigate
through the homebuying process.
Soon you will be settling into your
new home, just in time to enjoy
the summer season.

To learn more about financing
a home purchase, visit www.di
tech.com or call Ditech at (800)
715-3483.

Top 10 Tips For Financing A Home
(NAPSA)—From bad dates to

bad bosses, there are many fac-
tors that make us want to steal
away and enjoy some quiet time
alone. Escaping the daily grind
isn’t always easy, but don’t fret—
here are a few ideas on how you
can catch some solo time. Then,
once you make the “escape,”
these tips will help make “me
time” fun! 

EXCUSES, EXCUSES… 
Make a Date with Yourself
Whether it’s colleagues heading

to Happy Hour, family in from out
of town or a friend’s birthday bash,
your presence is always wanted
somewhere. Set a date with your-
self and let your friends, family
and co-workers know a week in
advance that “date night” is for
you alone. When the date night
arrives, enjoy your “me time” by
doing something you really enjoy. 

Silence the Cell
Score some time alone by

shutting off  the cell  phone.
Everyone is entitled to a few
hours during which they are
unreachable. Whether it’s your
boss inquiring about a deadline,
your mom asking about your lat-
est doctor appointment or your
spouse wondering what’s for din-
ner, it can wait a few hours. 

Need an Emergency Excuse?
Now you don’t need an excuse

to ditch the boring date or the dry
office meeting—the DIGIORNO
For One “Ditcher” excuse maker
will do it for you! Just log on to
MySpace.com/DiGiornoForOne,
pick a preprogrammed excuse and
a time, and the DIGIORNO For
One “Ditcher” will text or call you
with an excuse to escape the situ-
ation so you can steal away and
enjoy time all to yourself. 

YOU’RE ALONE—NOW WHAT?
Catch Up on Classics

Pull  out  that  l ist  of  o ld
movies you’ve always been
meaning to watch—now is the
time to cross one off the list!
Make a bowl of popcorn, curl up
in your favorite fuzzy pajamas
and turn down the l ights  to
imagine you are in a theater,
minus the obnoxious guy talking
in the row behind you.

Read to Relax
If movies aren’t your thing, grab

that book you’ve been meaning to
read—or thumb through a maga-
zine to catch up on current events. 

Turn Up the Heat on
Eating Solo

So you’ve managed to wrangle
some free time in your busy sched-
ule, but don’t want to spend the
evening slaving away in the
kitchen? Just because you’re fly-
ing solo doesn’t mean you need to
settle on a bland, boring or utterly
forgettable meal. DIGIORNO For
One pizza and CALIFORNIA
PIZZA KITCHEN For One pizza
deliver oven-baked taste and pre-
mium ingredients in a quick, con-
venient, single-serve portion that’s
ready in minutes! 

For more information on new
DIGIORNO For One pizza and
CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN
For One pizza, visit www.kraft
foods.com.

Make The Most Of “Me Time” 

(NAPSA)—If ants are march-
ing one-by-one into your home,
you are not alone. 

More than 20 different vari-
eties of ants are known to take
refuge in homes, schools and busi-
nesses. There are more than 700
species of ants in the U.S. and
about two dozen types are consid-
ered pests. They include:

• Odorous house ants, which
commonly nest in basements,
crawlspaces and adjacent struc-
tures. The ant gives off a pungent
odor when crushed, which is the
source of its name.

• The pavement ant is found
on both the East and West coasts
and is aptly named for its habit of
nesting under pavement.

• Native to Argentina, fire
ants, an invasive, predatory
species, gained their bad reputa-
tion by instantly attacking any
animal or human unfortunate
enough to stumble upon their
mound-type nest.

• Carpenter ants are another
aggressive species of ant found
across the country. These wood-
destroying insects hollow out
wood for nesting, causing costly
property damage. 

According to the National Pest
Management Association (NPMA),
ants are the number one pest
problem for which homeowners
rely on professional advice and
solutions. The NPMA offers the
following preventative measures
for keeping ants out of the home:

• Seal cracks and crevices
around foundations that allow
entry from the outside as well as
cracks and crevices inside the home.

• Store sugar, syrup, honey
and other sweets in closed con-
tainers and wipe the outside of
the containers to eliminate any
sticky residue.

• Dispose of trash regularly to
prevent ants from becoming a
problem indoors.

• Thoroughly clean up grease
and spills.

• Inspect potted plants inside
the home for signs of nesting and
remove the plants at the first sign
of an infestation.

• Rinse out empty soft-drink
containers and store them away
from the home.

• Reduce moisture in and
around structures that may be
attractive to ants by repairing leak-
ing hose bibs and other supply
lines, downspouts, drain lines and
air conditioner condensate lines.

By following these simple tips,
you can avoid a larger problem
down the road. If you suspect you
have an infestation, contact a
licensed pest professional to inspect
and treat the problem. To learn
more, visit www.pestworld.org.

Ants Marching One-By-One Into Homes

Determined ants may travel long
distances for food and infest
even the cleanest of homes, mak-
ing prevention key in warding off
an infestation.

(NAPSA)—Getting organized
may be on the top of many a “to
do” list but when families also
have to cope with Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD),
keeping track of day-to-day activi-
ties and priorities can be even
more of a challenge. For tips, visit
www.OrganizeADHD.com.

**  **  **
The All-America Rose Selec-

tions (AARS) “seal of approval”
means you’ll be getting the best
roses for your garden. These roses
have proven themselves in the
AARS gardens, so they’ll thrive in
yours. For more tips and informa-
tion, visit www.rose.org.

**  **  **
There are 6 million Buddhists

in the U.S. This may explain the
heightened interest in a book
entitled “H.H. Dorje Chang Bud-
dha III, A Treasury of True Bud-
dha Dharma,” which proclaims
and affirms that H.H. Master
Wan Ko Yee is the reincarnation
of the primordial Buddha. 

**  **  **
There are so many varieties of

salads that you could eat a differ-
ent one for at least every day of
the month. In fact, a new Web site
from Litehouse Foods offers 30
salad recipes for 30 days. For
recipes, visit www.30salads 30
 days.com.

**  **  **
Some supplements can be dan-

gerous if taken with certain med-
ications or may have harmful side
effects. Talking to your doctor or
pharmacist before taking a sup-
plement can help you find out if it
is safe for you to use, say experts
at Medco Health Solutions, Inc. 

**  **  **
For great photos to inspire dec-

orating ideas, a selection of
Lifestyle cribs—which recently
earned the Consumers Digest
“Best Buy” award—and other
quality furniture, parents-to-be
can visit www.LaJobi.com.

**  **  **
To enter the My Little Miracle

Essay Contest, write a brief essay:
If I Knew Then What I Know Now,
explaining what advice you would
give to other women who are just
beginning their journey to parent-
hood and how you would describe
your success using Bravelle®

and/or Menopur® as part of your
treatment plan. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ferringfertility.com
or call (203) 762-8833 and ask for
the My Little Miracle contest
 representative.

**  **  **
Quietly and without fanfare, the

progress in deriving stem cells from
a process that does not require a
human embryo is drawing increas-
ing interest from scientists around
the world. The stem cell process,
known as “parthenogenesis,” begins
with an unfertilized human egg.
The research is being done at Inter-
national Stem Cell.

(NAPSA)—Edgetech I.G., an
Energy Star partner, is educat-
ing homeowners, legislators and
companies worldwide on energy
conservation and sustainable
building. To learn about how you
can conserve energy, visit www.
 health smartwindows.com or
www.energystar.gov.

**  **  **
A garden filled with billowy

hydrangea blossoms can be very
popular. One of the most reliable
is ‘Limelight,’ an easy-to-grow
hydrangea readily available at
retail garden centers. To find one
nearby, visit www.colorchoice
 plants.com.




