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KEEP THE HOME FIRES FROM BURNING

If you or someone you care about is among the forty-six million older 
adults in this country, you should know that’s the age group most 
threatened with death or injury by fire—but you can protect yourself. 
Place smoke alarms inside each bedroom, outside each sleeping area and 
on every level of your house. Test them at least monthly and change 
the batteries at least yearly. Alternative smoke alarms are available for 
the hard of hearing. Call an electrician if you see a discolored wall 
plate, smell burning, or hear a crackling or buzzing sound from wall 
switches or receptacles. Keep anything that can burn at least three feet 
away from heating equipment. Have your heating system inspected by a 
qualified service professional at least once a year. Never leave an open 
flame unattended. Wear short, close-fitting or tightly rolled sleeves 
when cooking. Keep the stove top and oven clean and free of grease 
and oil. Turn pot handles in. For further facts and tips on safety, from 
the experts at Electrical Safety Foundation International, the premier 
nonprofit organization dedicated exclusively to promoting electrical 
safety at home and in the workplace, visit e-s-f-i--dot--org.


