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AVOIDING ELECTRIC FIRES

Here’s news that may spark your interest: The National Fire Protection 
Association says electrical failures are factors in some forty-three 
thousand home fires a year. Your home, however, can be protected. Here, 
from the experts at Electrical Safety Foundation International, are 
helpful tips on how. Have your house inspected by a licensed electrician 
every ten years; sooner if it’s forty years old or older, or if you’ve done 
a major renovation or added new appliances. Check out the switches and 
outlets. Are they working? Do plugs fit snugly? Make sure all circuit 
breakers and fuses are the right size. Consider replacing standard 
circuit breakers with arc fault circuit interrupters. An arc fault is 
caused by damaged, overheated or stressed electrical wiring or devices 
and is a leading cause of home electric fires. Keep extension cords out 
of high-traffic areas such as doorways or walkways and inspect them 
for cracked, frayed, loose or bare wires, and loose connections. Use 
them only as needed, not as a permanent part of the wiring. For more 
safety facts and tips, go to e-s-f-i--dot--org.


