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HEALTH AND SPORTS

(BEGIN SOUND BITE): “HI, I’M ROWDY GAINES, AND I’VE BEEN A
SWIMMER MOST OF MY LIFE, SO IT’S HARD FOR ME TO IMAGINE NOT BEING
ABLE TO SAVE MYSELF IF I FELL INTO THE WATER.  YET THIRTY-SEVEN
PERCENT OF AMERICAN ADULTS CAN’T SWIM THE LENGTH OF A POOL,
WHICH PUTS THEM AT RISK OF BEING ONE OF THE TEN PEOPLE WHO DROWN
EVERY DAY IN THE U-S.  PLEASE, JOIN ME IN RECOGNIZING THE MONTH
OF APRIL AS ADULT LEARN-TO-SWIM MONTH. LEARN MORE AT THE
SWIMMING SAVES LIVES FOUNDATION: U-S-M-S--DOT--ORG--SLASH--
LEARN-TO-SWIM.” (END SOUND BITE)

NOTE TO BROADCASTERS: SOUND BITE AVAILABLE ON CD. FOR MORE

INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE MEDIA RELATIONS DEPARTMENT AT

1-800-222-5551. ROWDY GAINES WON THREE GOLDS IN THE 1984
LOS ANGELES OLYMPICS. HE IS A U.S. OLYMPIC HALL OF FAME

MEMBER AND MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING HALL OF FAME.
DURING ONE FOUR-YEAR PERIOD, GAINES HELD ELEVEN WORLD RECORDS

AND, HAD THE UNITED STATES NOT BOYCOTTED THE 1980 SUMMER

OLYMPICS IN MOSCOW, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN A FAVORITE TO WIN

MULTIPLE MEDALS IN THOSE GAMES. GAINES CONTINUES TO SWIM TODAY

AND IS PASSIONATE THAT AMERICANS SHOULD LEARN TO SWIM. HE HAS

PARTNERED WITH SWIMMING SAVES LIVES FOUNDATION TO RECOGNIZE

APRIL AS ADULT LEARN-TO-SWIM MONTH —ENCOURAGING ADULTS TO

SWIM.


