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(NAPSA)—Fashionistas are
revamping their wardrobes and
stocking up on the season’s  must-
have designer trends—and many
are discovering they can do so
without those designer price tags. 
With budgets still tight, savvy

shoppers are continuing to
 discover that off-price retailers
like Marshalls offer fashionable,
current-season merchandise at
tremendous savings. Here are a
few of the top trends: 
Get Neutral: Banish those

dark winter tones and embrace
the softer side of spring with a
neutral color palette. Try shoes,
handbags, tops and even dresses
in pinks, corals, tans and blush
hues. 
Pretty and Polished: Deli-

cate details including lace, eye-
lets and ruffles are part of this
feminine look. Flowing blouses
and lightweight tops paired with
pencil or tulip skirts make for a
great office look. Draped or cas-
cading cardigans are the perfect
light layer over a strapless sun-
dress. Wear a printed kimono
with designer denim for a week-
end look. Show off your girly
side with a tissue-weight tee
and a pair of paper bag–style
waist shorts. 
Utilitarian Chic: Get casual

with cargo shorts and capris.
Emerge from hibernation with a
denim sundress or shirtdress
layered with an adorned tank
and bright accessories. Embrace
the romper,  a  one-piece in
shorts, or capris that are com-
fortable and versatile. Add a
flouncy floral blouse to give the
romper a feminine touch. Pair
any of these looks with beaded
sandals, ankle booties with a bit
of cowboy flair or a cross-body
messenger-style bag. 

Keep it Classic: Mix the new
trends with classic pieces like
pencil skirts and tiered blouses. 
Rocker Chic for Day and

Night: Slim-fit leggings in denim,
a fabric of choice this spring, cou-
pled with a grommet- studded
bomber jacket will make a state-
ment at any daytime outing. For a
night on the town, slip on a ban-
dage dress and a handbag with
chain accents in a muted metallic. 
In the Swim: The one-piece

is back with updates you won’t
be able to resist. Look for ani-
mal prints with one shoulder
strap and hardware detail for an
edgy style. Sundresses do double
duty as beach cover-ups for that
new, colorful tankini. Shopping
off-price at Marshalls and snag-
ging trendy buys for up to 60
percent off allows shoppers to
get a few designer additions for
less. For more information, visit
www.marshallsonline.com.  

Finding Shopportunities On Seasonal Designer Trends  

This season’s top trends offer
neutral colors, delicate details,
slim leggings and designer
clothes for less. 

(NAPSA)—El Niño—the wet-
weather pattern blamed for this
winter’s record snowfall in the East
and mudslides in the West—is
expected to wreak more havoc this
summer with a surge in insects.
Just how bad your pest prob-

lem will be depends on several
factors, explained Dr. Bob Davis,
entomologist and scientist with
BASF, the world’s largest chemi-
cal company. Dr. Davis offered the
following pest problem outlook for
specific U.S. regions.

The South
With its hot, humid summers and

temperate winters, the South offers
ideal conditions for a wide range of
pests, including many species of ant.
Ant populations are expected to grow
across the South this year, bolstered
by an influx of foreign invaders,
including the “Caribbean crazy ant,”
which had only recently been seen
in Texas but has begun to spread to
multiple counties in Southeast Texas
and may now be in the neighboring
state of Louisiana. The threat of ter-
mite infestations could also inten-
sify this summer, with forecasts pre-
dicting average temperatures in
Florida, Georgia and other sur-
rounding states and above-average
to average precipitation.

The West
Colder-than-normal tempera-

tures and heavy precipitation hit
many areas of the Western states
this past winter. February packed
a punch of precipitation and, in
March, California officials said
the average water content in the
Sierra mountains’ snowpack had
reached 107 percent of normal sea-
sonal levels. One frequent men-
ace is the Western subterranean

termite. This native pest can enter
structures through cracks less
than one-thirty-second of an inch
wide, including the tiny openings
in concrete slabs, around drain-
pipes and between the slab and a
home’s foundation. 

The Midwest
States from Missouri to Iowa

to Wisconsin saw more flooding
last year, with thousands of homes
damaged by water. The residual
effect this year could be a prolif-
eration of household pests that
thrive in damp conditions, such
as silverfish and spiders. Moisture
also increases the odds for termite
invasions, especially in Mid -
western states such as Missouri,
Iowa, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.
In the colder Northern-tier states,
carpenter ants are a greater threat
to homeowners. Carpenter ants
prefer to nest in trees and wood
next to homes, but they’ll come
inside to nest if the opportunity
arises.

The Northeast
With record snowfall in the

Northeast, wet conditions will likely
persist. Combined with the warm-
ing temperatures, this will create
attractive conditions for a variety of
bugs. Common culprits include the
Eastern subterranean termite and
the black carpenter ant. 

Beware the Bedbug
Though we can’t blame El

Niño, another pest that continues
to attract headlines along the
East Coast is the bedbug. Once
believed to be virtually eliminated
from the United States, this
ancient enemy is back and New
York and other Midwestern to
Eastern cities have been espe-
cially hard hit. Scientists aren’t
exactly sure why but they suspect
one cause is a rise in international
travel to countries where bedbugs
are still prevalent. 

Preventive Measures
Homeowners may help ward off

pest invasions by following these
steps:
•Keep shrubbery, firewood and

lumber away from direct contact
with your house. 
•Seal cracks and holes on the

outside of your home. 
•Keep attics, basements and

crawl spaces well ventilated and dry. 
•Store food in airtight contain-

ers and dispose of garbage regu-
larly. 
•Thoroughly inspect luggage

during and after your travels. 
If you suspect an infestation of

any type, Davis recommends you
call a professional pest control expert.
For more information, visit
termiteinstitute.com,  antinstitute.com
or  bedbuginstitute.com. 

Insects Set To Surge, Thanks To Active El Niño Weather Pattern

Pest control professionals apply
a liquid treatment to the soil
around a home to protect it from
termites.

(NAPSA)—Eight high school
students will have an out-of-this-
world opportunity this year to
design and construct a rocket and
launch it into space. 
The student-designed rocket is

expected to be 29 feet tall, weigh
over 500 pounds and be capable of
reaching the stratosphere. To
build the high-power rocket, stu-
dents received brand-new Sony
VAIO CW series laptops with the
all-new Intel® Core™ processors. 
Sony has also paired the stu-

dents with an expert rocketeer
mentor to turn their aeronautical
dreams into a reality. 
“The laptops have more com-

putational processing power than
some of the first spacecraft to
reach the moon. But can a laptop
launch a rocket?” asked Thomas
Atchison, director of the Associa-
tion of Rocket Mavericks and a
leading figure in the high-power-
rocket community. “That is what
this extraordinary group of high
school students is going to find
out, and I am very excited to give
them an accelerated course in
rocketry and the unique hands-
on experience of building some-

thing capable of blasting into
space.”
The VAIO Z Series: 13.1”

screen, Intel Core i5 Processor
with Turbo Boost provides the
brains for the rocket, while the
VAIO F Series: 16.4” screen, Intel
Core i7 Processor with Turbo
Boost will serve as mission control
for the launch. 
Also benefiting from the Rocket

Project is the nonprofit organiza-
tion ReadySetLaunch. The orga -
nization provides high school stu-
dents of financially disadvantaged
backgrounds with free college
counseling. 

Started by college students at
Yale University and run by stu-
dents for students, the organiza-
tion works to level the playing
field of college admissions by pro-
viding access to the crucial advice
and mentoring that can make the
difference in successfully navigat-
ing the often difficult process of
college applications. 
As part of the Rocket Project,

Sony and Intel will donate $1 to
ReadySetLaunch for every new
fan of the Sony Electronics Face-
book page, up to $25,000, leading
up to the April 2010 conclusion of
the project. 
The Rocket Project will con-

clude with the students travel-
ing to the famous Black Rock
Desert in Nevada to put their
experiment to the ultimate test
by launching their rocket. For
more information, you can visit
the Rocket  Project at www.
sony.com/rocketproject. 
For more information on

ReadySetLaunch, you can visit
www.readysetlaunch.org. 
To become a fan of Sony Elec-

tronics on Facebook, visit www.
facebook.com/sonyelectronics. 

Students Use Laptops To Power Rocket Launch

High school students are getting
their chance to shoot for the
stars thanks to the donation of
laptops with launch capability. 

***
He who has made the acquisition of a judicious and sympathiz-
ing friend, may be said to have doubled his mental resources.

—Robert Hall
***

***
Nurture your mind with great thoughts; to believe in the heroic
makes heroes.

—Benjamin Disraeli
***

***
I have stepped out upon this platform that I may see you and that
you may see me, and in the arrangement I have the best of the
bargain.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though
passion may have strained it must not break our bonds of affection.

—Abraham Lincoln
***




