
PLANNING TO BE IN A BETTER PLACE

My NAME Is DENNIsE CARTER AND I’M hERE wITh My fAMILy 
TODAy. wE hAD hEARD ABOuT BETTER PLACE fOREsT AND ThE IDEA 
Of IT wAs sO BEAuTIfuL. whEN wE fIRsT hEARD ABOuT ThE CONCEPT 
Of hAvING yOuR LOvED ONEs’ AshEs ACTuALLy GROw uP INTO A 
REDwOOD TREE, wE ThOuGhT whAT A BEAuTIfuL MEMORIAL, whAT 
A wONDERfuL wAy TO hAvE OuR LOvED ONEs LIvE ON. AND ThE 
sETTING Is sO INCREDIBLy BEAuTIfuL AND PEACEfuL. IT’s jusT ThE 

IDEA Of IT Is vERy CALMING. wE TALkED AMONG OuRsELvEs As A fAMILy AND I TALkED TO My DAD 
ABOuT IT AND wE hAD BEEN TO A CEMETERy whERE hIs PARENTs wERE, IT jusT DIDN’T sEEM RIGhT ThAT 
ThEy TRIED TO squEEzE us IN A LITTLE TINy CORNER Of ThE PLOT ThERE. sO hE LOvED ThE IDEA. AND 
NOT REALLy BEING hERE BEfORE, wE DIDN’T kNOw hOw IT wAs GOING TO wORk. whEN My fAMILy 
AND I hAvE APPROAChED OThER MEMORIAL OPPORTuNITIEs OR OPTIONs, ThEy hAvE ThE CEMETERy, 
CREMATION, hAvING PEOPLE BE RELEAsED IN ThE OCEAN, ALL ThOsE hAvE ThEIR OwN LOvELy quALITIEs 
BuT sOMEhOw ThIs sEEMED MORE BEAuTIfuL TO us. ALsO, ThE IDEA ThAT ThEy’LL BE CONsERvING ThIs 
fOREsT wITh ThE fuNDs, ThAT ThEy’LL BE IN A sENsE RENEwING OvER TIME AND sO wE’RE ACTuALLy 
GOING TO BE sAvING A fOREsT ThAT NORMALLy MIGhT NOT BE sAvED. whEN wE wERE kIDs wE wOuLD 
GO TO ThE REDwOOD fOREsT IN ThE sANTA CRuz AREA AND IT wAs A TIME fOR ThE fAMILy TO BE 
TOGEThER. AND sO wALkING ThROuGh ThE fOREsT TODAy, wAs LIkE vIsITING A TIME ThAT wAs sO 
hAPPy IN OuR LIvEs, AND IT wAs quIET AND BEAuTIfuL AND ThE fERNs AND ThE fLOOR Of ThE PATh 
wAs sO quIET whEN wE wALkED, IT wAs...IT wAs vERy, vERy PEACEfuL. whEN My fAMILy AND I wENT 
ThROuGh TODAy, wE TALkED ABOuT ThE suN BEING IN A CERTAIN PLACE OR whERE wE wOuLD sIT AND 
vIsIT, PERhAPs hAvE A LITTLE PICNIC wITh OuR ANCEsTOR, AND ThERE wAs A sENsE Of jOy ABOuT ThAT 
AND I AM vERy hAPPy TO kNOw ThAT I’M GONNA BE hERE IN yEARs TO COME. My LOvED ONEs ThAT 
hAvE ALREADy PAssED ARE GOING TO BE hERE. AND I LOvE IT ThAT ThE fAMILy Is GOING TO BE hERE 
AND GAThER IN TIMEs AhEAD. AND ThERE’s sOMEThING ABOuT hAvING ThINGs sETTLED AhEAD Of 
TIME, ThAT PRETTy MuCh GIvEs EvERyBODy IN ThE fAMILy PEACE Of MIND.


