PLANNING TO BE IN A BETTER PLACE

) My NAME Is DENNISE CARTER AND I'M HERE WITH MY FAMILY

TODAY. WE HAD HEARD ABOUT BETTER PLACE FOREST AND THE IDEA
ETTER PLACE S FORESE (T \yas SO BEAUTIFUL. WHEN WE FIRST HEARD ABOUT THE CONCEPT
OF HAVING YOUR LOVED ONES’ ASHES ACTUALLY GROW UP INTO A
REDWOOD TREE, WE THOUGHT WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MEMORIAL, WHAT
A WONDERFUL WAY TO HAVE OUR LOVED ONES LIVE ON. AND THE
SETTING IS SO INCREDIBLY BEAUTIFUL AND PEACEFUL. IT'S JUST THE
IDEA OF IT IS VERY CALMING. WE TALKED AMONG OURSELVES AS A FAMILY AND | TALKED TO MY DAD
ABOUT IT AND WE HAD BEEN TO A CEMETERY WHERE HIS PARENTS WERE, IT JUST DIDN'T SEEM RIGHT THAT
THEY TRIED TO SQUEEZE US IN A LITTLE TINY CORNER OF THE PLOT THERE. SO HE LOVED THE IDEA. AND
NOT REALLY BEING HERE BEFORE, WE DIDN'T KNOW HOW IT WAS GOING TO WORK. WHEN MY FAMILY
AND | HAVE APPROACHED OTHER MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES OR OPTIONS, THEY HAVE THE CEMETERY,
CREMATION, HAVING PEOPLE BE RELEASED IN THE OCEAN, ALL THOSE HAVE THEIR OWN LOVELY QUALITIES
BUT SOMEHOW THIS SEEMED MORE BEAUTIFUL TO US. ALSO, THE IDEA THAT THEY'LL BE CONSERVING THIS
FOREST WITH THE FUNDS, THAT THEY'LL BE IN A SENSE RENEWING OVER TIME AND SO WE'RE ACTUALLY
GOING TO BE SAVING A FOREST THAT NORMALLY MIGHT NOT BE SAVED. WHEN WE WERE KIDS WE WOULD
GO TO THE REDWOOD FOREST IN THE SANTA CRUZ AREA AND IT WAS A TIME FOR THE FAMILY TO BE
TOGETHER. AND SO WALKING THROUGH THE FOREST TODAY, WAS LIKE VISITING A TIME THAT WAS SO
HAPPY IN OUR LIVES, AND IT WAS QUIET AND BEAUTIFUL AND THE FERNS AND THE FLOOR OF THE PATH
WAS SO QUIET WHEN WE WALKED, IT WAS...IT WAS VERY, VERY PEACEFUL. WHEN MY FAMILY AND | WENT
THROUGH TODAY, WE TALKED ABOUT THE SUN BEING IN A CERTAIN PLACE OR WHERE WE WOULD SIT AND
VISIT, PERHAPS HAVE A LITTLE PICNIC WITH OUR ANCESTOR, AND THERE WAS A SENSE OF JOY ABOUT THAT
AND | AM VERY HAPPY TO KNOW THAT I’'M GONNA BE HERE IN YEARS TO COME. MY LOVED ONES THAT
HAVE ALREADY PASSED ARE GOING TO BE HERE. AND | LOVE IT THAT THE FAMILY IS GOING TO BE HERE
AND GATHER IN TIMES AHEAD. AND THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT HAVING THINGS SETTLED AHEAD OF
TIME, THAT PRETTY MUCH GIVES EVERYBODY IN THE FAMILY PEACE OF MIND.




