& [F) -

Do you PHIT? Why A Career in Public Health
Informatics Might Be for You and How to Get the
Training You Need

From the Public Health Informatics &
Technology (PHIT) Workforce
Development Program

(NAPS)—Are you looking to pursue
a career in health care but don’t think
direct patient is right for you? Perhaps
you like analyzing trends and utilizing
the latest technology? Or maybe you’re
passionate about making a difference
in your community? A career in pub-
lic health informatics could be for you!

Public health informatics is an excit-
ing and rapidly growing field that brings
together public health and data science
to improve people’s lives. Profession-
als in this field know how to connect
people, technology and information to
inform decision making that improves
health outcomes across communities.

Career Paths

Public health informatics offers a
pathway to making an impact in health
care. By pursuing an education in this
field, you can be at the forefront of the
latest digital tools and trends, while
also helping to improve the lives of
others.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the related field of health infor-
mation technologists and medical reg-
istrars has a job-growth outlook of 16%
over the next 10 years, which is much
faster than average. Various employers,
from health IT start-ups to hospitals to
public health departments and com-
munity health centers, need specialists
trained in health data science.

Do you PHIT?

Are you interested in joining the
movement to advance public health?
There are opportunities to pursue an
education in public health.

For example, at the University of the
District of Columbia and Howard Uni-
versity, there are a variety of PHIT edu-
cational pathways, including specialized
within-degree training, and certifica-
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You can do well while doing good
when with a career in public health
informatics and technology.

tion training. There are opportunities
for high school students, undergraduate
and graduate students, working profes-
sionals, and residents in the District of
Columbia who are interested in public
health and technology. Find more infor-
mation at: phit4dc.com.

In addition, Bowie State University
in Maryland has an outstanding and
innovative program in PHIT. The pro-
gram offers an undergraduate degree
and an 18-credit post-baccalaureate cer-
tificate. Find more information at www.
Bowiestate.edu.

o These projects are funded by the
Office of the National Coordinator for
Health Information Technology (ONC)
of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) under grant
numbers 90PH0007 and 90PHO0008;
Public Health Informatics & Technol-
ogy Workforce Development Program
(The PHIT Workforce Development Pro-
gram) for $8,905,857 (University of the
District of Columbia and Howard Uni-
versity) and $10,132,508 (Bowie State
University). This information or content
and conclusions are those of the author
and should not be construed as the offi-
cial position or policy of, nor should any
endorsements be inferred by ONC, HHS
or the U.S. government



