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Cancer Research Is Improving,
Extending, And Saving Lives

(NAPS)—Good news: According to
arecent report from the American Asso-
ciation for Cancer Research (AACR),
discoveries across basic, translational,
and clinical research as well as popu-
lation sciences are driving advances in
cancer medicine and early detection,
leading to a steady decline in the over-
all US. cancer death rate, and allowing
more people to live longer and fuller
lives after a cancer diagnosis.

From the AACR Cancer Progress
Report 2025, here’s a look at some recent
breakthroughs.

Between July 1, 2024 and June 30,
2025, the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) approved 20 new antican-
cer therapeutics, including:

o the first T-cell receptor (TCR) T-cell
therapy, approved for patients with
soft tissue sarcoma;

« a new therapeutic antibody targeting a
novel protein on stomach cancer cells,
which helps those with gastric or gas-
troesophageal cancer;

o the first IDH-targeted therapy for
treating brain tumors, which is bring-
ing new hope to young adult patients
who have a mutation in this gene; and

o two new antibody-drug conjugates,
both of which were approved to treat
lung cancer and one that was also
approved to treat breast cancer.

At the same time, FDA also approved:
« new uses for eight previously approved

anticancer therapeutics;

« a wearable device that uses low-inten-
sity electrical fields to slow the growth
of lung cancer cells;

o two new minimally invasive early
detection screening tests, including the
first liquid biopsy test and a next-gen-
eration multitarget stool DNA test for
colorectal cancer screening;

« a device for at-home sample collection
for cervical cancer screening; and

o several Al-powered devices and soft-
ware tools for aiding in cancer risk pre-
diction, diagnosis, and early detection.

Survival Statistics: Due to a reduc-
tion in smoking rates as well as advances
in prevention, early detection, and treat-
ment, the age-adjusted overall cancer
death rate in the United States fell by
34% between 1991 and 2023, a reduc-
tion that translates into averting more
than 4.5 million deaths from cancer.

What's more, the five-year relative
survival rate for all cancers combined has
increased from 49% for those diagnosed

18.6
MILLION
SURVIVORS

(5.5% OF THE POPULATION)

3 MILLION
SURVIVORS

(1.4% OF THE POPULATION)

©2025 American Association for Cancer Research’. AACR Cancer Progress Report 2025.

Millions of Americans have sur-
vived cancer thanks, in part, to
medical research.

between 1975 and 1977 to 70% among
those diagnosed between 2015 and 2021.

As a result, there are more than 18.6
million adults and children with a history
of cancer living in the United States, repre-
senting 5.5% of the total U.S. population.

The AACR’s annual Cancer Progress
Report is a cornerstone of the organiza-
tion’s educational and advocacy efforts.
This comprehensive report provides the
latest statistics on cancer incidence, mor-
tality, and survivorship and highlights
how federal investments in basic, trans-
lational, and clinical cancer research and
cancer-related population sciences have
led to impressive scientific advances that
are improving health and saving lives.

The Challenge: The report also
highlights how progress is now in jeop-
ardy due to prolonged funding uncer-
tainty and political interference that are
weakening cancer research, undermin-
ing scientific integrity, and eroding the
infrastructure that turns discovery into
lifesaving patient care.

The Call to Action

To help address the funding chal-
lenges facing cancer research, the report
issues a strong, timely call to action urg-
ing policymakers to stand up in sup-
port of the National Institutes of Health
(NIH), the National Cancer Institute
(NCI), FDA, and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), and
to provide a robust funding increase for
cancer research in Fiscal Year (FY) 2026.

Learn More

For further facts and to read the

report, visit CancerProgessReport.org.




